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FLEET FACTS 
Straat Fiji/29 and Straat Hong Kong/ 23 have 
exchanged positions in SAFS . Straat Hong Kong 
gave the SAFS-M mid-February sailing from Japan 
whilst Straat Fiji gave the SAFS-E February /March 
sailing f rom Japan, Hong Kong and Singapore. 

Straat Algoa, in order to ass ist LACAS, whilst 
discharging and loading ASAS cargo for east coast 
South America in the Far East in mid-February, also 
loaded cargo for West Mexican ports in Hong Kong 
and Japan. 

Straat Algoa will sail from Japan for Mexican ports 
ea rly in March . She wi ll then proceed v ia the Panama 
Canal to Cura~ao for bunkers and cargo, thereafter 
ca lling at east coast South American ports dis
cha rging and loading for ASAS. She will return via 
the Straits of Magellan, further assisting LACAS 
by loading a considerable tonn age of fishmeal in 
Peruvian ports for Far Eastern ports. 

Straat Luzon, after performing an extra sailing in 
NZEAS, entered HOSAS at the end of February. 

Straat Clarence ( NZEAS) called at Melbourne dur
ing early February to cater for ASTS overflow cargo. 

_I 

(Photographed by Natal Mercury ) 

This photograph of Durban harbour shows the new No. 1 
pier (on the right) already in use . To the left a large area 
of land has been reclaimed for the new No. 2 pier which 
will specialize in container cargo. 

In the meantime containers and CKD's are being dis
charged at berth 108 of No. 1 pier. The aluminium dis 
charge plant is situated at berth 109. 

In the centre pages of this issue we introduce you to 
the NSUS office in Rotterdam. 



AAE rationalise container serv1ces with OOCL 

On 1st February, Asia Austral ia Express (AAE) signed 
an agreement w ith Orient Overseas Container Line 
(OOCL) to rationalise their services in the Far East/ 
Australia trade. AAE is a joint venture between RIL and 
the China Navigation Company, w ho are both long term 
operators in this trade . 

In the new joint service between the Far East and 
Australia, six fully cel lular conta iner vessels are now 
being used; they are Asian Reward and Asian Renown, 
(AAE) and Geh Yung, Tsui Yung, Oriental Enterprise 
and Oriental Mariner ( OOCL) . 

Under the rationalisation ag reement both lines will share 
capacity on each sa iling to every destination. Shippers 
however will sti ll be able to choose which line they book 
with, as the lines w il l maintain their separate marketing, 
documentation, booking and agency agreements. 

The comb ined operation w ill offer unprecedented fre
quenc ies and transit times in addition to improved 
capacity and regular service. By achieving the highest 
possible load factors and minimising over-tonnaging, they 
hope to provide a more economica l service to exporters 
and importers al ike. 

Due to the rational isation agreement between AAE and 
OOCL, Asian Enterprise was re-de livered to RIL. She was 
renamed Straat Fremantle and entered SAFS at the end 
of January. 

Lunar Celebration 

Asian Enterprise was re-delivered to RIL at Yokohama 
on 23rd January and re-named Straat Fremantle . 

I 

In keepi ng w ith the festive spirit of the Lunar New Year, a party was held on 17th February at 4 p .m. for all staff 
members of HK GMO. Not least of the attractions was the " Dim Sum". 

Madam Poon Choy King , Mr Ko Chi Chung, Mr Lam 
Koon Biu and M r Raymond Lam enjoying the " Dim 
Sum" being passed around by Mr Chui Pak Chuen. 

Mr G.D.M. Boot (General Manager HK GMO) with RIL 
Executives Mr Daniel Lam , Mr Martin Wong and Mr 
Vincent Ho. 
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Ophir sails peacefull y in the Indian Ocean under the most brilliant of all constellat ions, Orion. The star in the forepart of the aerial is 
Sirius, brightest of all stars. The position of Orion is as it rises at 20 South latitude. 

THE HOSPITAL SHIPS OF RIL 

Captain Baak continues the story of 
the six vessels which became hos
pital ships during World War II; 
Tjitjalengka, Op Ten Noort, Tasman, 
M aetsuycker, Ophir and Melchier 
Treub all flew the Netherlands flag. 
The original KPM and JCJL officers 
w ere retained on board but the 
whole crew were civilians or non
combatants including medical of
ficers, surgeons, specialists, nurses, 
attendants, a dentist, a fleet chaplain 
and signalmen. Despite the neutral 
status of the hospital ships they 
were often the target for attack. 

Hospital ships were attacked and 
sunk in both world wars. The big
gest hospital ship ever to go down 
was the Britannic. She was the 
third of a t rio of four-funnelled ocean 
giants (the others being the Olympic 
and the ill fated Titanic) . Her gross 
tonnage was 48,160. She sank in 
November 1916 in the Aegean Sea. 
28 members of t he crew were lost 
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but well over a t housand saved. 
Fortunately t here were no patients 
on board as otherwise the loss of 
life would have been catastrophic . 
Another example was the torpedoe
ing of the Centaur in May 1943 
some 50 m iles east of Bri sbane with 
the loss of 268 lives. She too had 
no patients on board. The Centaur 
was brightly lit and properly marked 
according to the Hague and Geneva 
Conventions. 

M any others were bombed and 
torpedoed. It is for these reasons 
that the wounded were accom
modated on t he highest ava il able 
deck, to be as near to the lifeboats 
as possible. 

Hospital ships of all countries at 
war, or neutral s, belonging to the 
state or private societies are ships 
fitted out exclusively for the relief of 
the wounded, sick and shipwrecked, 
the ir treatment and transport. They 
are free from capture and their c rews 
cannot be made prisoners of war. 

by Captain C. Baak (retired) 

A hospital sh ip can be detained for 
examination for a maximum of seven 
days. 

Hospital ships carry no defen sive 
armament s. They are however de
gaussed aga inst magnetic mines 
and are equipped with paravanes . 
Vital parts, such as wheelhouse, 
chartroom, radio station, etc. are 
usually protected aga inst bullets and 
shrapnel. 

Hospital ships often take serious 
ri sks. Their mission sometimes obli
ges them to come into contact w ith 
warships, thus exposing t hemselves 
to serious danger. 

The transfer of the wounded from 
one ship to a hospital ship on the 
high seas in inclement weather and 
rough conditions is a very peri lous 
business. In contrast with such 
thri ll ing operations is the monot
onous life on board when the ship 
is serv ing as base hospital ship. 



Tjitjalengka portrayed in an East African port. Her gleaming white hull contrasted sharply with the drab wartime grey of all other 
vessels. A broad green band w as painted along a strake, interrupted by three large red crosses. The sail off Tjitjalengka's port bow 
is a Lamu dhow. 

The Ophir and M elchior Treub ser
ved mainly in the Indian Ocean, 
w hile the Tasman and M aetsuycker 
o perat ed in the W estern Pacific. M y 
story would not be complete without 
mentioning in some det ail the activ i
ties of that magnificent liner Ophir: 

Ophir w as one of the most hand
some ships ever buil t for KPM. She 
w as not so big and throughout her 
long life she w as painted w hite. Her 
fine lines gave her the appearance 
of a large motor yacht. She looked 
even prettier in hospital co lours. 

Both Ophir and M elchior Treub es
caped from Tanjong Priok (Java) on 
5/2/ 1942 and, under escort of the 
A ustralian destroyer Vampire arrived 
safely in Colombo six days later. 

A fter some general service, Ophir 
was taken t o Calcutta for conversion 
to a hospital ship. Prog ress was 
slow owing to the lack of materials 
and in early December 1942, w hen 
only partly finished, Ophir sailed to 
Colombo for completion. 

A lthough still short of staff and 
equipment, the ship began her new 
career tow ards the end of January 
1943 as base hospital ship in t he 
M aldive Islands. She remained th ere 
for approximately ten weeks re
turning thereafter to Colombo to 
complete t he medical staff and 
equipment . 

In July and August 1943 Ophir ser
ved in the fierce Mediterra nean w ar 
t heatre and w as seen in Port Said, 
Tripoli and Alexandria. Thereaft er 
she returned to the Indian Ocean 
and made many voyages calling at 
almost every port from A den to 
Durban to Bombay and at islands 
in between. From M arch 1944 to the 
end of October of that year the ship 
performed carrier duties between 
Chittagong and Calcutta. A fter a 
refit and drydocking in Bombay in 
November 1944. the Ophir resumed 
carrier duties betw een va rious ports. 
In June/ J uly 1945 we find her once 
more in t he M editerranean and be
ginning in mid September she w as 

base hospital ship in Port Swetten
ham for a month . She sailed there
after v ia Singapore to Tanjong Priok 
w here she arrived 19/ 10/ 1945. The 
Dutch officers lost no time in search
ing for their families w ho had been 
in terned in Java since th e o utbreak 
of war. They found seven w ives 
and t hirteen children w ho w ere 
immediately comforted and accom
modated on board. 

HMHS Ophir then perform ed general 
service and was handed back to 
KPM in April 1946. The little Ophir 
admitted more th an 12,000 patients; 
apart from that large figure, thou
sands of out -patients attended t he 
ship for t reatment . 

Many soldiers, sa ilo rs and airmen 
from various lands w ill remember 
t he charitable care and treatment 
t hey received in t he Dutch hospital 
sh ips w ith t heir strange names. The 
hospita l ship record of ou r company 
is one of which all can be justifiably 
proud. 
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Buddhist Blessing 

m 

Bangkok 

Staff and guests assembled in 
front of the office shortly after 
the Chief Monk blessed and 
anointed the Company's new 
signboard. 

When our new Bangkok agents, Diethelm International 
Transport Services Ltd ., became operational on 25th 
November 1974, their first task was to select an auspi
cious day for an official inauguration ceremony . Saturday 
11 t h January 1975 was the date they final ly chose and 
the ceremony was conducted with the assistance of nine 
Buddhist monks. 

And what an auspicious day it turned out to be! For the 
first time in years there were three AIL vessels to be seen 
in port. STRAAT BALl ( HOSAS) was loading for South 
Africa, STRAAT LE MAIRE (ASTS) was discharging 
and loading Au stralia cargo, wh ile STRAAT CHATHAM 
( NZEAS) berthed in the afternoon to discharge and load 
New Zealand cargo . 

During the inauguration ceremony, the Buddhist monks 
blessed the new company and its premises by saying 
prayers and receiving and consuming offerings of food . 
Th en the Chief Monk went around the office blessing 
each department and its staff in turn. Blessings were also 
extended to Captain H .L. van Dam (Master of STRAAT 
BALl) w ho was also present at the ceremony .... this 
blessing must have worked because shortly afterwards 
he received a telegram from Hong Kong GMO to say that 
he would go on leave two weeks earlier than originally 
planned! 

Our former Bangkok Agents, Diethelm & Co. Ltd. had to 
terminate their shipping agency activities in Thailand last 
November due to new Thai legislation. This brought to 
an end a business relationship with Dutch shipping in
terests that sta rted shortly after Diethelm & Co. Ltd . set 
up their Bangkok Office in 1906. 

The new legislation demands that future shipping agencies 
should have a majority Thai sha reholding . Diethelm 
International Transport Services Ltd. compl ies w ith t he 
new law as the new firm's own Thai personnel hold the 
majority of shares. The new company's activit ies include 
shipping agency work, air and sea passage, customs 
clearance, insu rance survey and settling . Its office is 
located on the ground f loor of the building in Ploenchit 
Road. 
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Nine Buddhist monks chanting their prayers with staff 
and guests in attendance . 

Mr J .G. Horn , General Manager of Diethelm International 
Transport Services Ltd ., presents an offering of food to 
the Chief Monk . 



Fare well m Tema 

Mr P.B. Renner {Clerk Tema) presented the Ghanaian 
" Elephant-stool" to Mr Wudu on behalf of the Tema staff. 

Staff of our Ghana Organisation, from left to right; 
(seated) Mr C.K. Samey (Secretary Accra) , Mr O.K. 
Aseni (Messenger Tema) : (standing) Mr O.K. Ocloo 
(Driver Accra), Mr S.K . Anoba-Sackey (Asst . Office 
Manager Tema), Mr F. Wudu, Mr E.S.T. Andrews (newly 
appointed Office Manager Tema) and Mr S.K. Appiah 
(Stenographer Tema). 

Hydrography 

On 27th December a party was held at the Agency Office 
in Tema, for staff and harbour authority personnel to say 
farewell to Mr F. Wudu, outgoing Office Manager Tema, 
and to introduce Mr E.S.T. Andrews, who was appointed 
Tema Office Manager on 1st January 1975. 

In his farewell speech Mr A . Meurs (Manager Accra / 
Tema) thanked Mr Wudu for his devotion to work during 
his career with our Ghana Organisation and wished him 
a long and happy retirement . In his reply Mr Wudu 
expressed his thanks for all the coope ration he had 
received both from his staff and from the harbour 
authorities . 

On behalf of Company Principals, Mr Wudu was pre
sented with a Delft b lue AIL plate . The office staff 
presented him with an African wood carving, a Ghanaian 
" Elephant-stool " as a farewell gift. 

The Hydrographic Department of the Netherlands Royal Navy has just celebrated its centenary (see overleaf) . The 
development of hydrography is illustrated by these two sea charts of Texel near Den Helder. The chart on the left 
was made in 1796; the one on the right in 1970. 
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HYDROGRAPHY 
CENTURY 
Now that the Hydrographic Department of the Nether
lands Royal Navy has just celebrated its centenary as a 
section of the Defence Min istry, it is very much in the 
l imelight. "~ith Lead and Line" - an exhibition covering 
four centunes of hydrography was held in the Prins 
Hendrik Maritime Museum of Rotterdam last summer. 
A lthough the hydrographic serv ice as a department of 
the Ministry is 100 years old, hydrography as an applied 
science is much older. 

Hydrography in a literal sense means water description. 
From the technical point of v iew the description is limited 
to those aspects of water, which are of interest to the 
seaman, to navigation. The seaman wishes to move from 
port to port and is obliged to look after the safety of his 
ship, crew, passengers and cargo. The aids he uses for 
this purpose include charts, seamen's guides, lighthouse 
list s, tide-tables, and all t ypes of information abou t the 
medium over w hich he moves and its limits: coasts, 
seabeds and the atmosphere. 

Thi s information is supplied partly in a w ritten, and partly 
in a graphic, drawn form . It is the duty of the Hydro
graphic Service to collect and process th is information 
and finally to present it to the seaman in such a form as 
to enable him to work easily, safely and clearly . The data 
w hich have to be collected are best obtained at first hand. 
For this purpose t he survey vessels HM S " Buyskes" and 
" Biommendal" are operating (in suitable weather condi
t ions), giving most of t heir attention to obtaining a better 
picture of the depth of the seabed. Tides, buoyage, soil 
and water composition, currents and the weather are 
studied, because there is often an interaction between 
these data. 

The observations and measurements made by th e survey 
must be first rate. For this reason it is not only v itally 
important to carry out consistent corrections and checks, 
but also the nature, the disposition and the intuition of 
the surveyor play a large part. Astuteness and interest, 
expertise and care are indispensible qualities. He should 
see to it at any rate that, if t here are uncertainties, they 
are too small to be noticed by the average seaman and 
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do not endanger safety. The surveyor- who is a 
seaman himself-must constantly bear in mind what 
t he seaman w ho uses his product wil l wish to know. 
Hence the motto of the hydrographic service-ex 
usu nautae-for the seaman's benefit. 

Processing of the data consists mainly of sifting 
and selecting the most significant observations from 
the huge quantity of available measurements. Th ese 
are used to draw a draft for a sea chart w hich will 
finally be prepared for printing . Of course, even at 
this stage checks continue to be made by com
parisons w ith data from other sources, such as 
information obtained by regular soundings by the 
Pi lotage Service, the State Waterways Department 
and Port Services, notifications from shipping in
stitutes and somet imes from ships w hich have 
encountered something special. If the primary and 
secondary data are cont radictory, a further inves
tigation is made to decide the point. 

The most suitable form of presentation of t he processed 
data to the seaman is the chart. Consequently t his is t he 
best known and most commonly used form. But it is 
not th e only one, because by no means all data are 
capable of being represented on a sea chart by means 
of lines, symbols, figures or abbreviations. This supple
mentary information is supplied in the form of books and 
tables . Moreover, t he information is subject to change, 
brought about either by nat ure or by man . This means 
that modif ications have to be made on charts and in 
books, and that the user must be notified. In urgent cases 
this is done by rad io, otherwise by notices to seamen 
w hich are published weekly. 

The interests of the various users of hydrographic publica
tions may differ so much th at t hey cannot be satisfied 
by any one form. Yachtsmen, masters of 200,000-ton 
tankers, fi shermen and submarine commanders want 
specific data on the charts and in books, w hich are of 
no concern to others. For this reason specific charts 
(yachting and fishing charts) and books ( f ishery guide) 
are published in addition to the "normal " sea charts. 

The concern with adequate hydrograph ic information 
has grown in step with the development of sh ipping. 
This development is followed and is also promoted by 
furthering improvements in equipment and research in 
fields of oceanography and maritime meteorology. This 
research is undertaken with a v iew to the ever-increasing 
explorat ion and production of the natural resources in 
t he seabed and also for the purpose of improv ing t he 
safety of seamen and passengers. 

To carry out observations in all t hese f ields, the service 
has up-to-date, usually electronic equipment at its dis
posal and also makes use of a computer. This makes it 
possible to record very large amounts of observations 
made at brief intervals . The observations of depths and 
positions, w hich are needed to obta in a picture of the 
seabed, have to be corrected, in wh ich cases the t ide 
gauges and the computer prove t heir wort h. The presence 
of unknown submerged obstacles is ascertained by Sonar, 
w hich also makes it possible to search specifica lly for 
wrecks sunk as a result of known shipping or aviation 
accidents. 



WATCHING THE OCEANS 
GROW 
No modern discovery about the earth is more astounding 
than that the conti nents are not fixed in place . The Atlantic 
ocean basin is constantly opening; the Pacific, constantly l'i:"..,..~OJ 
closing, and the land masses bordering them are in 
motion. Asia and the Americas are, in effect, moving 
toward each other. 

The idea of continental drift was first championed in 1912, 
by the German meteorologist and polar explorer Alfred ~--·.eo'61111i;,;,.~ 
Wegener. Then, it was a scientific heresy. 

Now, a revised theory, called plate tectonics, is widely 
accepted. It stems from two postwar discoveries. One 
is that ocean basins are continually being split apart, and 
lava rises into the resulting rift valleys to add to the sea 
floor; the other, that where trenches descend into the 
ocean bottom parallel to volcanic coastlines like those 
of Chile and Peru, or along island areas like the Aleutians, 
the sea floor is descending into the earth's deep interior, 
subtracting from the total. The additions and subtractions 
are due to the movement of giant plates on wh ich the 
continents and the oceans rest. 

From June to September 1974 a most ambitious deep
sea diving programme called " Project FAMOUS" took 
place in the Atlantic to observe these volcanic processes 
by which new sea floor is manufactured. (FAMOUS 
stands for French American Mid-Ocean Undersea Study.) 
Two hundred miles southwest of the Azores, some 60 
dives were made about 9,000 ft. into the rift valley which 
bisects the Atlantic, by American and French deep 
submersibles. 

What can be learned about the surface of the earth, and 
about the theory of the plates. from studying the bottom 
of the sea? Scientists believe that many of the world's 
deposits of metallic ores originated in mid-ocean rift 
va lleys created by plate action. Metal-rich solutions, the 
theory goes, are extracted by hot water from rock newly 
risen from deep inside the earth. The water then pene-

GlOBAl CROSS SECTION 

Philippine Trench Indo-China 
Peninsula 

trates crevices cool enough for them to solidify. Since 
different metals precipitate at different temperatures. the 
cool ing sea water sorts out the ores into discrete 
deposits. 

Scientific interest in the past two years has focused on 
such deposits on the Mediterranean island of Cyprus. 
The ancient Egyptians got their copper from Cyprus 
5,000 years ago, as did later the Assyrians, the Phoeni
cians, the Greeks, the Persians and then the Romans. 
The Romans named the metal "cyprium" or "cuprium" 
after the island of its origin, giving English its word 
"copper". Today Cyprus exports $30-million annual ly in 
mining products. 

The hot water deposition of metals li ke these can be 
observed within the scaldingly hot brine pools on the 
floor of the Red Sea, opposite the sacred city of Mecca, 
and it is now widely believed that the ores of Cyprus 
were originally formed along a midocean ridge. The 
FAMOUS dives may help confirm similar activity in the 
ocean rift . 

Less clear is how t he new plate theory might explain 
ore deposits on the tops of high mountains, such as the 
Andes. According to plate theory, when an oceanic plate 
has descended under the lighter rim of a continent, and 
penetrated to a depth of about 60 miles, part of it begins 
to melt and push upward as lava, carrying ores to the 
surface. Such action would account for the lines of 
volcanoes paralleling many coasts, as in the Andes, 
Japan, the Aleutians and even the Cascades of Cal ifornia, 
Oregon and Washington. 

It is speculated that the copper, silver, tin and other 
riches of the Andes first emerged along t he East Pacific 
Rise, the ridge from which the floor of the Pacific is 
spreading. Then, millions of years later, they were carried 
down beneath South America until they were brought 
to the surface by volcanic action. 

The dives however may not resolve a more basic ques
tion: W hat is the process in the earth's core t hat is 
causing the plates to move. Until that is known, studying 
the plates is not unlike watching icefloes, separating here 
and grinding together there, in a motion so complicated 
t hat it is difficult to tell what water movements are 
responsible for it all. 
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The headquarters of the NSUS in Rotterdam . 

... A modern 
canteen 
caters 

L..---;..:....--F-:::--11 for staff 
members at 
lunchtime 
(Ground 
floor). 



The Medical 
Department 
has its own 
X-ray room. 

The 
Telephone 
Exchange 
(2nd floor) . 

Staff members at work in the Purchasing Department 
(1st floor) . 

The Personnel Department; this section is concerned with 
Sea-going staff (1st floor) . 



Mrs H.M. Roos chatting with Mr & Mrs W. Bakker. Miss L. Chui Chee Kow, Mr Leung Shu Fan and Mr 
Wong Tat. 

THE SOCIAL 

During January and February, Mr 
L.P. Ruys, who resigned as Chairman 
of the Executive Board of the NSU 
during 1974, and Mrs Ruys made a 
world trip paying farewell visits to 
a number of NSU offices overseas. 
During their stay in Hong Kong, Mr 
and Mrs Ruys attended a cocktail 
party at the Hong Kong Country 
Club where they met R I L staff mem
bers from HK GMO and HK MH. 

Mr & Mrs L.P. Ruys greet Miss W. Bastiaanse and Miss H.J. Burggraaf. 

During his business trip to Africa at the end of 1974, Mr 

G. Kasteleijn attended a cocktai l party at the Durban 

Country Club where he met a number of RIL staff 

working in our Durban Office. 
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Mr and Mrs G. Kasteleijn chatting with 
Mr and Mrs J. van Middelkoop. 



There's good reason to smile when you've just won two 
bottles of champagne! 

A first rate Philipino band provided music for dancing 
till one o'clock in the morning. 

SCENE 

1974 was a good year for the RIL 
Sports Club . Apart from strong sup
port for the regular sporting events, 
notably the Captain 's Shield and the 
Inter-Departmental Bowling, Basket
ball and Soccer Tournaments, the 
club branched out successfully on 
the social scene. 

It all started in March with the 
tentative suggestion that an Informal 
Dance to be held in the HK GMO 
messroom might attract some sup
port. Tickets for the first dance on 
30th March were quickly sold out ; 
the event was such a success that 
five similar dances were held during 
the season . Younger staff members 
in particular showed lots of enthu 
siasm for the beat music and relaxed 
mood. 

But the highlight of the social calen
dar was undoubtedly the first ever 
Grand Annual Ball held on 7th 
December in the elegant Banquet 
Suite of the Excelsior hotel. This 
occasion combined the first rate 
cuisine of previous annual dinners 
with excellent music, and dancing 
till one o 'clock in the morning . The 
Phillipino band the " Elements" pro
ved a great success creating just 
the right atmosphere. No less t han 
250 staff members and their partners 
came along . 

During the evening Mrs van Kretsch
mar conducted a lucky draw with 
twenty-one attractive prizes including 
a cassette tape recorder, a camera, 
and aptly enough two bowling balls 
(presented by Mr van Echten) . 

Most people also took part in a 
simple guessing game. Those guess
ing the correct weight of a " mystery" 
box were rewarded with the box and 
its contents .. . . a cake and two 
bottles of champagne! 

No less than 250 staff members and their partners came along. 

53 



Hospital Ship 

One of the six vessels converted into hospital ships in World War II 
was Maetsuycker. As Captain C. Baak (retired) describes in his article 
on pages 44 and 45, Maetsuycker operated together with Tasman in the 
Western Pacific . The photograph shows Maetsuycker in her KPM colours . 

Triple Jubilee 
Since 1973, every time staff members of HK GMO have celebrated silver 
jubilees, a private celebration has been organised by their friends in 
honour of the occasion . This time it was Mr Cheng Shui-hung (PZ Crew) , 
Mr Lai Kwok-leung (AP) and Mr Fung Chung-quai (AZ) who were the 
guests of honour at a party held on 24th January, organised by Captain 
S. Woo and attended by a good many friends . 

PERSONALITIES 
On 25th January Mr R. Bezuijen ( HK 
GMO) , Mr C.J. Feith (Wellington) , 
Mr J.A.W. Weddepohl (Durban) and 
Chief Officer F.E. de Nieuwe made 
a bus iness trip in connection with 
t he ANZS project to East Africa , 
proceeding to South Africa and New 
Zealand . 

Mr J.W. van Riet (HK GMO) made 
a brief business trip to Singapore on 
26th and 27th February . 

Mr P. Chan Siu Hung (HK GMO 
Group Accounts Dept.) left for t he 
Netherlands on 31st January . He 
will spend one month in Rotterdam 
in connection with the closing of 
t he financial year. 

Mr R. Ponsen and Mr P.J.M. Janssen 
(Internal Auditors NSU) made a 
business trip to Hong Kong from 
8th to 15th February and to Japan 
f rom 15th to 21st February. 

Mr J. Mazereeuw ( HK GMO TD) 
visited Singapore from 9th to end 
of February for the DMO of Straat 
Cumberland. 

Mr 0. Laman Trip (HK GMO LB) 
left Hong Kong on 12th February on 
a four week business trip to Singa
pore and then proceeding by Straat 
Algoa to Hong Kong and Japan . 

Mr W. Winkelman (HK GMO Mar
keting Dept.) made a business trip 
to Singapore, Kuala Lumpur and 
Penang on 23rd February returning 
on 2nd March . 

MrS. Mak Chai (HK GMO LB) left 
Hong Kong on 25th February to 
spend several months in Japan on 
business and for training / orientation . 



Whitehead Jubilaris 

September 19th last year made it exactly a quarter of 
a century since Mr J .A .W . W hitehead joined his father 
in A .A . Whitehead and Co, now styled A .A. Whitehead 
(Shipbrokers ) Ltd . The name wil l be familiar to most 
readers as belonging to NSU 's shipbrokers and chartering 
agents on t he Baltic Exchange in London. To ce lebrate 
the occasion t he staff of A .A . Whitehead and their 
charte ring f riends of HBT, Nedlloyd and AIL were invited 
to t he Manor House Hotel, Castle Combe (England) on 
October 12th. In paying tribute to the broker John 
Whitehead, Mr de Rooij also emphas ised the friendsh ip 
w hich has grown over the yea rs between t he W hiteheads 
and their Dutch sh ipping f riends. Pictured here enjoying 
the party, from left to right. Mr G.J . Oxener (Manager 
Freight Department HBT) , Mrs Roberts. Mr J. de Rooij. 
Mr J .A .W . Whitehead. Mrs de Vries. Mr H. Meenhorst. 
Mrs Werlingshof. 

FAMILY NEWS 

W eddings 

3rd Engmeer M .C. Wlidschut (Straat l ombok) to Miss H 
Mansvelder on 23rd J anuary at Heemstede. 

Mr Patnck Yu Kai Chuen ( HK GM O VZ4) to M tss Wtnnte Fung 
l at King on 1st February 

4th Engtneer A . van Koten (leave) t o Mtss l Hoeksema on 6th 
February at Amstelveen. 

New A rrivals 

Chtef Officer K. Beekes (Straat Colombo) . a daughter, Oltvta Jane 
on 30th December at Melbourne. 

3rd Offtcer C.J. Bruchner (leave) . a daughter, Ins El tzabeth, on 
17th J anuary at W est Terschelltng 

3rd Officer L.A . OosthUizen (leave) ; a daughter, Marc ia Lauretta, 
on 19th J anuary at Groenlo. 

Mr Ho Chai ( HK GMO A CC I) ; a son. Ho Jime W ah, on 19th 
January. 

Mr P.B. Renner (Tema) ; a daughter. Nan a A faaba, on 20th January 
at A ccra. 

3rd Engineer W .J .M . van Et)ndhoven (Straat Chatham), a daughter 
Anna Mana. on 3rd February at A uck land 

Blow up ! 
" Surveys of lifesaving appliances are always good for a 
few unforeseen events" sa id the surveyor as his foot 
went through the bottom of the lifeboat .... 

. . . . On board a big coaster the mate instructed the 
bosun and two seamen to take the inflatable liferaft from 
its offshore housing on the starboard side of the bridge, 
to the bottom of the gangway on the port side, where a 
man w ith a van was due to come and pick it up 'for 
survey . Having given his instructions in simple terms to 
th e deck gang, the mate turned back to his paperwork . 
M eanwhile th e deck gang stolidl y clumped away to get 
on with their task . 

They marched out through the w heelhouse o n to the 
wing of the bridge and w ith a well synchronised heave, 
lifted the plastic liferaft valise onto the ir shoulders . They 
were just passing through the diminutive w heelhouse on 
their way to the other side of the ship, w hen the lanyard, 
which in their haste they had neglected to untie, smartly 
t igh tened; w ith a speed t hat would have gratified even 
the hardest hearted surveyor, the huge liferaft began to 
inflate. 

Th e mate, hearing the muffled explosion and t he loud 
screams of his sailors, rushed up to the bridge w here 
an astonishing sight met his eyes . The w heelhouse was 
entirely filled with w hat looked like an enormous orange 
doughnut w ith arms and legs threshing around the out
side, having apparently been eaten alive, some clutch
ing clasp knives and vainly stabbling at th e enveloping 
folds .... The language was beginn ing to b lister t he paint 
on the bulkhead! 
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NEW PERSONNEL 

Mr W . Gerretsen 4th Officer 
.. D.R. Kruyer 
.. P.W.M. van den Boogaart Apprentice Engineer 

PROMOTIONS 

Mr H.E. Huber to 5th Engineer as from 27-11 -74 

SUCCESSFUL EXAMINATIONS 

Mr J.M. Hoogesteger 2nd Officer 
J .Ch. Roelse 3rd 
S.L. Schuurman .. A . Voolstra .. H.H. van der Wilt 

.. A . de Coninck 4th .. G.M .J . Govers 

.. P. den Hooglander 
L. Smit 2nd Engineer 
G.J . van de Haar 3rd 
J .W . Hermans 4th 
M .H. Brugman .. 0 . van Foeken .. H.E. Huber 5th 

.. R. van Suylekom 
J .W . Tak 

.. M .J . W arnaar 

LEAVE 

Mr M .L. van den Arend Chief Officer 
.. J . de Boer 
.. B.C. Coops 
.. J.J. Duit 
.. N. Dijns 
.. H.K . Kruk 

J .L. Nobels 
G. Verkroost 
G. IJtsma 
B.W. Janse 2nd 

.. R.P.A. de Kreek 

.. E.A . Nolten 

.. F.A. Scheffer 

.. N.E.F.M . van der Schrieck 

.. J .N.M . Smit 
Th.G. Snel 
J .C. Vermunt 
J . ten Kate 3rd 
B. Koeslan 

.. A .J . Broek 4th 

.. G.l. Koffeman 

.. M .W . Kuitert 
•. A . Veenstra 
.. U.C. van Baal 2nd Engineer 
.. A .C.M . Blijlevens 

K.J.A. Bouma 
N. Filius 
W . Stortelers 

.. H.J . van W o lferen 

.. J . van Doorne 3rd 

.. P. Huigen 

.. E.V.A . Muller 

.. L. de Regt 

.. P.A.M. Bogaert 4th 

.. R.M .V . Imming 

.. D. Jongeling 

.. R.J . Keizer 

.. J .A .W .M . van de Laak 

.. H. Postma 

.. J .M . Boumans 5th 

.• W .J .C. Fukkink 

.. S. M .J .M . Ooms 

.. J .A . van Oortmerssen 
J .A. Vermeulen 

.. A .J . Kuypers Appr. 
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I 24- 1-75 
Th I 18-12-74 
Th I 7- 1-75 
Th II 18-12-74 
II 8- 1-75 
Ill 7- 1-75 
Ill 6- 1-75 
Ill 14-12-74 
Cl 18-12-74 
B 16- 1-75 
B 27- 1-75 
A 17-12-74 
A 31-12-74 
A 27-11 -74 
A 24- 1-75 
A 20- 1-75 
A 16- 1-75 

Those w ho returned are: 

Mr D.A .P. Algra 
J.L. Bakels 

.. K. Beekes 
A . Bikker 

.. W . Flach 

.. T .A.J. Gulmans 

.. J .Ch. Hermans 

.. J . Jonkman 
H.H.A.E. Kwaad 

.. B.C. Steevensz 

.. J .M . Hoogesteger 
B.V. Mevius 

.. G.J .A. van den Berg 

.. J . Mennega 

.. S.L. Schuurman 
E.C. Snoek 

.. A . Voolst ra 
F.J .N. Aardewijn 
H.P.S. Arendsen 
G. van Asch 
A .H. van Beek 

.. J .G. Blankenstein 

.. G.M.J. Govers 
.. G.J.P. Sanders 
.. H.J. Leyte 
.. R. Wilting 

D. van HuizeQ 
.. U . Jetten 
.. P.L.C. de Kunder 
.. F.J . van der Westen 
.. P.A. A lst ede 
.. J . Evers 
.. N.R. Klaus 
.. G.V. Nijdam 
.. J . Steutel 

R. Wiegers 
M .C. Wildschut 
0 . van Foeken 
J .W . Hermans 
P.H. de Kroon 

.. A .C. Pijl 

.. M .J . Rijnberg 

.. J . van Selm 
H.J .A .M . Baayenes 
J an J . Bakker 
J .W . van den Berg 
J . Bezui jen 

.• R. Duivenbode 

.. B.C.Th.M . Gri.itters 

.. R.G.W . van Holland 

.• M .L. Lieste 
S.H. Lim 
W .E.P. Moereels 
M . de Nooyer 
W .K. Schaalma 

.. H.J. Sinke 

.. R. van Suylekom 

.. J.W. Tak 

.. R.E. van Urk 

.. M .J. Warnaar 

Chief Officer 

.. 
2nd 
.. 

3rd 

4th 

2nd Engineer 

.. 
3rd 

4th 

5th 

TRANSFER OF SHORE STAFF 

posted to: 

Straat Clement 
Straat Florida 
Straat Colombo 
Straat Nassau 
Asian Ensign 
Straat Bali 
Giessenkerk 
Straat Honshu 
Straat Nagoya 
Straat Forcados 
Straat Colombo 
Straat Fushimi 
Straat Torres 
Straat Towa 
Straat Rio 
Straat Lombok 
Straat Fiji 
Straat Clement 
Straat Rio 
Asian Ensign 
Straat Singapore 
Straat Cum berland 
Straa t Van Diemen 
Straat Magelhaen 
Straat Bali 
Straat Chatham 
St raat Nassau 
Giessenkerk 
Straat Fresco 
Straat Nagasaki 
Straa t Nassa u 
Asian Ensign 
Straat Bali 
Straa t Colombo 
Straat Napier 
Straat Korea 
Straat Lombok 
Straat Bal i 
Straat Hobart 
Straat Fushimi 
Straat Rio 
Straat Honshu 
Straat Clement 
Straat Magelhaen 
St raat Clement 
Straat Cumberland 
Straat Clarence 
Straat Lagos 
Straat M agelhaen 
Straat Frankl in 
Straat Towa 
Straat Colombo 
Straat Bali 
Straat Hong Kong 
St raat Rio 
Straat Luzon 
Straat Luanda 
Straat Johore 
Straat Mozambique 
Straat Fremantle 

Mr S. Heijkoop (Home Staff ) was transferred from Durban (Supt.) 
to Yokohama (Supt.) . 



TRANSFERS OF CAPT A INS 

AND CHIEF ENGINEERS 

Captain A .J . Zonnevijlle , Master of STRAAT NAPIER, went on 
home leave . 
Captain J. Verburg w as posted to STRAAT NAPIER follow ing 
home leave. 
Captain A.J.M. Michielsen, Master of STRAAT FREMANTLE, w as 
transferred to ASIAN ENDEAVOUR. 
Capt ain Tj . van der Molen, Master of ASIAN ENDEAVOUR. went 
on home leave. 
Captain N. Kroone was posted to STRAAT FREMANTLE following 
home leave. 
Captain E. Pels, Master of STRAAT ALGOA, went on home leave . 
Captain J .G. ten Bhomer was posted to STRAAT ALGOA following 
home leave. 
Captain J.G.M. Spijker, Master of STRAAT MOZAMBIQUE. went 
on home leave. 
Captain H.N. Schepman was posted to STRAAT MOZAMBIQUE 
following home leave. 
Captain H. de Geest, Master of STRAAT VAN DIEMEN. went on 
home leave. 
Captain W.F. Klute was posted to STRAAT VAN DIEMEN following 
home leave. 
Captain M. Peddemore. Master of STRAAT FIJI . went on home 
leave. 
Captain J.H.W. Voigt was posted to STRAAT FIJI fo llowing home 
leave. 
Captain J.J. van de Riet, Master of STRAAT LUANDA, went on 
home leave. 
Captain J. Kalf was posted to STRAAT LUANDA following home 
leave. 
Captain H.K.M. Schot, Master of STRAAT LUZON. went on home 
leave. 
Captai n E.P. Heileman was posted to STRAAT LUZON following 
home leave. 
Chief Engineer J . Birza o f STRAAT NAPIER went on home leave. 
Chief Engineer J. Dirkse was posted to STRAAT NAPIER following 
home leave. 
Chief Engineer M.G. Beunder of STRAAT NAGASAKI proceeded 
to Europe i.c.w. his new posting. 
Chief Engineer A . Minnesma was posted to STRAAT NAGASAKI 
fo llowing home leave. 
Chief Engineer H.E. Kattenbroek of ASIAN ENDEAVOUR went on 
home leave. 
Chief Engineer P. Bakker was posted to A SIAN ENDEAVOUR 
following home leave. 
Chief Engineer D.W.J .B. van Hattem of SAFOCEAN ALBANY went 
on home leave. 
Chief Engineer J .J. Kalkhoven was posted to SAFOCEAN ALBANY 
following home leave. 
Chief Engineer A. Geurts of STRAAT KOREA was tempora rily 
seconded ashore. 
2nd Engi neer H.W. van der Molen was post ed to STRAAT KOREA 
as Acting Chief Engineer fo llowing home leave. 
Chief Engineer G. van Beek of STRAAT FUTAMI went on home 
leave. 
Chief Eng ineer Th.J . Bronsvoort was post ed to STRAAT FUTAMI 
following home leave. 
Chief Engineer D.J .B. Va lk of STRAAT FLORIDA went on home 
leave. 
Chief Engineer G.G. Peek was posted to STRAAT FLORIDA fol
lowing home leave. 
Chief Engineer C. Nieuwenhuyze of STRAAT FUKUOKA went on 
home leave. 
Chief Engineer M. van der Toorn was posted to STRAAT FUKUOKA 
following home leave. 
Acting Chief Engineer H . Bijl o f TJITARUM wen t on home leave. 
Acting Chief Engineer G.L. Dekker was tra nsferred from STRAAT 
TORRES to Tjitarum. 
Chief Engineer H. Weevers was posted to STRAAT TORRES fo l
lowing home leave. 

IN MEMORIAM 

It is with the deepest regret that 
we report the sudden death of Mr 
M . Klerk, on 8th January following 
a serious operation . Mr Klerk, w ho 
was 60 yea rs of age, was due t o 
retire on 1st February . 

Mr Klerk joined t he company in 1957 as a photo-copyist 
and worked throughout hi s career in the former RIL/ 
Amsterdam Office. 

Many long standing RIL staff members w ill remember 
Mr Klerk as a modest man who was always calm and 
dependable and who carried out his work w ith enthu
siasm. Notwithstanding his poor health , nothing was ever 
too much trouble for him. He was greatly liked and 
respected by his colleagues and will be sadly missed. 

Our deepest sympathy goes to Mrs Klerk and the children . 
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It is with deep regret tha t we report the death of Mr Li 
Ngok, aged 36, on board Straat Hong Kong at Lourenco 
Marques on 23rd January, following a severe attack of 
Bronchial Pneumonia. 

When Mr Li joined RIL in 1966 he was f irst posted to 
Tjitarum; since then he has worked as a Senior Electrician 
on board many vessels. At all t imes he has proved him
self to be a skilled and experienced Electrician and a hard 
worker. Mr Li was highly esteemed by his colleagues 
and will be sadly missed. 

Our deepest sympathy goes to his family. 

It is with much regret that we report the death of:-

G.J .M . Moussault (retired employee KPM) on 9th January, at 
Wassenaar. aged 81. 
F.A . Resner (reti red Chief Engineer K PM ) on 11th January, at 
Lochem, aged 67. 
W. J oziasse (retired Captain KPM ) on 12th January, at Oegst
geest. aged 80. 
lr. P. de Haart (retired Administrator Coal Coy " Parapat tan" K PM ) 
on 13th January, at The Hague aged 82. 
F.P. Wierdels (retired employee KPM) on 19th January, at The 
Hague. aged 83. 
M . Ziel (retired Chief Engineer KPM) on 19th January, at Bussum. 
aged 79. 
J . Lakeman (retired Chief Engineer KPM ) on 21st January, at 
Deventer, aged 71 . 
P. van der Mije (retired Nautical Superintendent KPM ) on 29th 
J anuary, at Aerdenhout. aged 89. 
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Chief Engineer J.J. Kalkhoven. 
entered RIL on 10-12-1949. 
The celebration took place on board Asian Enterprise at Sydney, 
on 16th December. 

Chief Officer J . Ozinga. 
entered KPM on 18-10-1949. 
The celebration took place on board Straat Algoa at Santos, on 
18th December. 

Chief Officer J . Ozinga w ishes to t hank al l those who 
sent messages of congratulation on t he occasion of his 
silver jubilee. 
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Service 
Anniversaries 

Captain J.J. van de Riet. 
entered KPM on 20-12-1949. 
The celebration took p lace on board Straat Luanda at Callao. on 
21st December. The photograph shows Mr C. Goodwin, Operations 
Manager of M . Woll (our Peru General Agents) with Capt ain and 
Mrs J .J . van de Riet. 

Mr G.H.J. van Echten: Manager Catering, Purchasing & 
Stores Dept. 
entered RIL on 6-1-1975. 
The anniversary was ce lebrated at Rotterdam on 6th January. 
From left to right are Mr and Mrs van Echten, M r C.L.C . van 
Kretschmar and Mr K. Dirkswager. 
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