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. . . . on SYDNEY. a city whose founding heralded the birth of a nation and whose superb harbour has 
dominated its growth. To many a tourist 'Australia is Sydney' and vice versa. Pioneer forebears made it 
sturdy. 'New Australians' have made it cosmopolit<m. 
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Contrary to their world image, Dutch winters do not often provide legendary skating weather. But every 
few years one does come along, and then a kind of ice-madness descends on the land. 

Skating is more than a national sport 
and more than a popular fo rm of 
recreation . It is an integral part of 
the Dutchman 's tradition and way of 
life. At the first sign that the ice is 

FOCUS (opposite) 

The busy AIL office in the heart of 
town takes care of shipments, espe· 
cia lly wool, to all parts of the world, 
as well as the Company's two white 
passenger ships which are ve ry much 
part of the local scene. Sport·loving 
Australians enjoy th eir cricket games, 
beach carnivals, race meetings and 
regattas. 'The Bridge' towe rs over 
the shipping scene and a new land· 
mark has been added with the 
growth of the odd ly·jointed new 
Opera House. 

holding, he gets out his skates. puts on 
his ear-protectors. and is away to the ice 
w herever it is. on canals, ponds, ditches, 
lakes, and. if it is a really deep freeze, out 
onto the sea itself-at least , the protected 
arms of the sea. 

He skates on his way to work. in his 
lunchbreak, after work ti ll deep in to the 
night. If the ice lasts a long time, the 
schools are given at least a morning or 
afternoon 'ice-free' . 

There are no half-measures about Dutch 
skating. No-one is immune, from tiny 
children scrambling along beside their 
mothers to elderly couples performing the 
glides of their youth. And then the scene 
familiar to us from Pieter Breughel . Hend
rick Avercamp and Aert van der Neer 
comes to life all over aga in . " Will it hold?" 
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FLEET FACTS 

The Dutch ship Katwijk (15,300 SOW tons) has been 
chartered for the early-December westbound sailing from 
Japan in the Far East-East Africa Service ( EAFS) . She 
is expected to be redelivered at Beira towards the end of 
January. 

Tjimanuk sailed from East Africa for Singapore in extra 
employment, calling at Tamatave and Soerabaia. 

ss Ampenan will leave the LACAS after completion of 
discharge at Singapore towards the end of December, and 
the service will then be operated with four vessels instead 
of five. The remaining vessels, Wonogiri, Wonarato, 
Wonosari and Wonosobo w ill make the roundtrip in 120 
days, in principle returning to Singapore direct after 
completion of discharge on the West Coast of South 
America. 

Straat Nagoya is expected to be delivered on 18th Decem
ber and will load in Rotterdam and Antwerp for ports in 
the Dakar /Lagos range. Thereafter, she will proceed to 
South Africa where she will load for the Far East. After 
discharge in Japan, the vessel w ill give the early-M arch 
sailing in the Far East-Africa-South America Service 
(ASAS-E) . 
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NIEUW HOLLAND I 

REFIT 

In De Schelde's dock 
at Flushing in October 
w as t\lieuw Holland, 
already w ith a white 
hull, and being refitted 
for her new role in the 
Australia -Japan- Hong 
Kong Service (AJHAS). 

The ship left Flushing 
on 22nd October, load
ing in the north Con
tinental ports for W est 
Africa. Thereafter she 
will load in West and 
South Africa for the 
Far East and w i ll arrive 
at Hong Kong at the 
end of the year. She 
will leave for Australia 
on 20th January. 

From Mr B.R. Aldridge's personal archives in Sydney 
comes this photograph, dated 22.9.39. On the back is 
written: " The neutral Dutch boat 'Nieuw Holland' berthed 
at White Bay. The Dutch flag can be seen prominently 
displayed on her side." 
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CHARTER SHIP 

The Katherine, sailing under a Uberian flag, made one 
west-bound voyage in the Far East-East Africa Service 
{EAFS). She will be re-delivered at Beira at the beginning 
of December. 

Following the story 
in the October issue, 
Captain van Dijk has 
sent this picture of 
the 15-ton QANTAS 
aerobridge being 
discharged at Fre
mantle from Straat 
Singapore. 

DISCHARGE 
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LUXURY HOTEL 

Prospective holiday- makers must 
have been tempted by the picture 
of NSU's luxurious Hotel da Balaia, 
shown in our August issue. Here is 
another view of the 'Whale Hotel', 
showing more of the beautiful sur
roundings in the Algarve region of 

Southern Portugal. The curious zig 
zag shape of the main block is 
designed to keep down noise and 
the smel l of cooking. 

In the complex on the sea side, 
joined to the main building by a 

JAPANESE PARTY IN JOHANNESBURG 

Mr van Middelkoop opened the dance. 
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These days, the Japanese community 
in Johannesburg numbers 400 per
sons, including wives and children . 
Besides attend ing to their business. 
Japanese representatives are socially 
very active w ithin their society, with 
golf, dinner-parties, mahjong, goh and 
cocktail parties playing a dominant 
part. 

RIL's Mr T. Makiura, stationed in 
Johannesburg since October 1970, 
is a member of this society, and is 
instrumental in assisting the Japan
South Africa t rade, with growing 
success. 

The time had come on 20th 
October for RIL to give a 
grand party for the Japanese 
community, and the venue 
was the attractive Sunny
side Park Hotel on the out
skirts of the city. 

Miss Ohcho, Mr T. Ohcho (Gen. 
Mgr. M itsui & Chairman, Nippon 
Club of S.A.) , Mr Makiura, Mr 
& Mrs Thesen Ender, Mr van 
Middelkoop. 

covered corridor, are salons, res
taurant, bar and nightclub. Heated 
swimming-pools lie in front. 

A t a little distance are 12 comfortable 
bungalows in wh ich fam ilies of up to 
six persons can be accommodated. 
Staff quarters and a pumphouse for 
the water supply lie further away, 
and there is even a nursery garden, 
for flowers are scarce in th is district. 
When the Hotel da Ba laia was built 
four years ago, the training of staff 
to the high standards of a luxury 
hotel presented big problems. There 
were even some who had to be 
taught to read and w rite. Local 
houses in this dry region have th ick 
wal ls and small windows; new staff 
had to be trained to use water rather 
than clean towels w hen clean ing the 
vast expanses of g lass in the hotel 
windows. 

A part from the amenit ies of a first
class hotel, there are many sporting 
facilities. and altogether it looks as 
if visitors will have a whale of a time. 

After the many guests (husbands 
and wives) had arrived and had 
savoured the snacks and drinks, the 
band which had been playing back
ground music. sounded a fanfare. 
This was the signa l for the ladies' 
lottery: many Japanese lad ies trotted 
off with nice prizes, including some 
coveted sets of Dutch dol ls. 

Now the band got real ly busy, and 
Mr van Middelkoop ( General Mana
ger for Africa) opened the dance, 
soon to be followed by many others. 

(continued on next page) 



A NEW LOOK 

in Johannesburg 

The receptionist is ready with a friendly 
welcome. 

JAPANESE PARTY (continued) 

Non-swingers enjoyed swigging and 
eating, and were engaged in many a 
happy conversation . Too soon it 
was time to say goodbye, and the 
omeyage lottery commenced. Fine 
prizes of sake and many t idbits from 
Japan were graciously accepted and 
carried home. No-one left with empty 
hands. 

Mr Makiura shone with pleasure and 
RIL had yet again won many friends. 

Miss Alexandra Thesen Ender presented 
the ladies' raffle prize. 

On 1st June, RIL office staff in 
Johannesburg moved from Maritime 
House, where they had been since 
1955, t o the Bank of Lisbon Build ing 
( below left). From this building, there 
is an excellent v iew of Johannes
burg's business centre (below right ). 

A Holland-Afrika Lijn picture is seen 
behind the Receptionist's desk. In 
Manager R.J . Thesen-Ender's room 
are:- (1. to r.) T. M akiura, E.H. 
Carpentier-Aiting, C. R. Banks, Mrs 
P.M. Gilbert, Mrs C. Lezar and Isaac. 
Sitting on the right is R.J. Mensinga . 
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THE LACAS SCENE 

Guaymas 

Up the Gulf of California for discharg ing 
general cargo at Mexico's west coast port 
of Guaymas. As Wonorato sailed out in 
the early morning, the surrounding moun
tains appeared stark and barren. Closer 
to, they are seen to be covered with the 
tall cactus plants so well-publicized by 
Hollywood. 
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Through the eyes of Captain H.J. van Manen (Wonogiri) 

With Wonorato in Central America 

Acajutla 

The jetty in this little port of the Republic of El Salvador 
juts out into the Pacific Ocean without the benefit of a 
protecting breakwater. Mooring and unmooring is at best 
a hazardous operation owing to the frequent parting of 
lines, caused by the continuous riding of the ship along
side the jetty on the ever-present swell . The port is very 
often closed for several consecutive days owing to the 
high swell, and ships alongside have to leave port. On 
this occasion Wonorato was discharging paper from Peru. 

Manzanilo 

A stop for bunkering in the southwest of Mexico. The 
harbour is well sheltered from the Pacific Ocean, and the 
ship is berthed practically in the middle of the town, with 
an outlook on the Plaza, favourite strolling place for the 
town people, as it is shaded by many trees and well
equipped with benches. A pleasant place for exploration 
if one has time. 



" I MISS MY PEA SOUP .. 

Sailing for RIL 

as a Supercargo 

Chief Officer Ormel 
instructs the foreman 
of the stevedores. 

" I miss my pea soup and Nasi Goreng" said Chief Officer 
J .G. Ormel, Supercargo on board Ocean Unity. There he 
sat, behind the table in his small cabin on the starboard 
side, his flow of conversation scarcely slackened by the 
demands of the many callers, inevitable when a ship first 
arrives in port. 

Ocean Unity herself looked very spick and span after her 
docking in Japan. Outside, Hong Kong sparkled in the 
bright November sun. Inside was the normal bustle of a 
ship"s arrival. "Open hatches 1, 2, 3 and 5 in that order." 
" Stowage for Zanzibar? Let me see-here!" And down 
went a pencil point on the stowage plan to show the 
foreman the meticulously worked out details of the parcels 
t :J be loaded. 

The gangs were all mustered, and Ocean Unity was about 
to load for her last run in the Far East-East Africa Service 

(EAFS) . She has sailed under charter to RIL since 
November, 1969. 

Mr Ormel himself has been on board watching RIL's 
interests since July, 1970 (with time off for leave) , and 
before that he sailed on the charter ship Syrie, so he 
really knows what it is like to be the 'odd man out' which 
a Supercargo must always be. 

"You are alone.'' he said, "The food is not always so 
good.'' "You have to have some courage," "'And you 
must always look out for the cargo." 

It w as obvious that Mr Ormel was doing just that as he 
w as beseiged with enquiries. Unperturbed and competent, 
he dealt with them all (even the Danish Captain put a 
smiling face round the door) . " I like to deal personally 
with everyth ing," he said, "l am very busy in port but I 

enjoy the quiet spells in between, 
and there is no watch-keeping ." He 
appeared to be a round peg in a 
round hole as he dealt with the gen
eral cargo on board Ocean Unity. 

" There is no music in containers." 
he sa id, "You know what I mean?" 
We knew exactly what he meant. 

In spite of obvious disadvantages 
(no pea soup!) , it seems that Chief 
Officer Ormel enjoys his voyages as 
Supercargo. 

Ocean Unity will be rede/ivered to 
her owners at Beira at the end of 
December. 
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WALKING 

Tourists who see only the overcrowded city are generally unaware of the quiet hills and pleasant footpaths which 
are not too far from the town centre. The latest activity of the Rll Sports Club is to organize day-long walks "with 
moderate pace" in the New Territories. On one of these, an attraction was the 'Great W all', so-called for its fancied 
resemblance to the Great Wall in China. In reality t his stone path was constructed in the Ching Dynasty and was 
part of a highway built for the transport of sa lt from Ho Chung, a commercial cent re at that time (now a small 
vi llage near Hebe Haven) . It is sa id that in order to keep control of the transport of sa lt , the law required all carriage 
to be made via this highway; otherwise, the salt dealers would be regarded as smugglers. 

Over 80 people rambled across t he sunny hi llside on this October day. 

SOCCER 

Quite a number of supporters-in
cluding wives (furnished with movie 
cameras to record for ever the 
achievements of the ir husbands on 
the soccer field), Managing Director 
van Kretschmar, and many other 

~ people-came to Happy Valley on 

Back Row: Messrs. Linggo, Saman, van Tellingen, Noort, Leurs, Rijntjes, Feringa, Bakker, 
Dijkstra, delle Vedove, Draaijer, Le Coultre, de Boer. Middle: Messrs. Ng Hoi Ming, Lai 
Kwok Leung, Leung Shu Fan. Front: Messrs. Yan Kwok Woot, Choi Chak Che. Saat Yue 
Fai, Lam Chi Kwong, Kan Kam Kwong, Lewis Tam Sang Keung, Kwok Lo, Poon Sun Kuen. 
Chairman Kleber and Mr H. Engelman (KLM) are on the right . 
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Tuesday, 12th October to w atch the 
traditional soccer mat ch between 
Dutch and Chinese staff. The result 
of the last game, played in 1969, was 
-as readers may recal l-a draw 2-2. 

Both teams looked very smart; the 
Chinese in the traditional Rll Sports 
Club colours of blue and white, and 
the Dutch wearing white KLM shirts 
(marking the forthcoming direct air
link by KLM between A msterdam 
and Hong Kong-see page 238) with 
a blue KLM ensign on the back, and 
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SOCCER (continued) 

in red on the front the appropriate 
sign "the hip way to Amsterdam." 

After kick-off by Mr van Kretschmar 
and Mr Engelman, KLM's Manager 
in Hong Kong, both teams managed 
to improve on their previous scores. 
The Dutch netted-during the second 
half of the game-three goals, scored 
respectively by Le Coultre, delle 
Vedove and Rijntjes (who thus 
satisfied his supporters, his parents, 
specially flown in from Holland for 
the occasion !) . 

The most active Dutch player, how
ever, was t he goalie. Notwithstanding 
the fact that the total combined 

The hardworking officials: M essrs. Wong Tat, Cheung Yuet Shing, F. Terwogt 
(President) , A.J. Kleber (Chairman), W . Boogerman, D. Lam W ai Mou, 
D . Linggo. 

BOWLING 

1. The 
Runners-up; 
Lam Cheuk 
Shing, Ng 
Yun Lam, 
Man Pak Lai 

2. H. Noort 
(TD) for 
THE 
W INNERS 

3. The 
KINGPIN 
himself: 
Mok He 
Shum w i th 
the trophy 
presented 
by Mrs 
Terwogt 

SPORTING Ll FE 
It was noisy: it was cheerful: it was united; it was FUN. 
It was- astonishingly- the Annual General Meeting of 
the RIL Sports Club in Hong Kong which was celebrating 
at the same time the twentieth year of its existence. 

Chairman Kleber gave a virtuoso performance, whipping 
through the Agenda at a fast clip, and producing forests 
of hands waving in the air as he called for agreement. 
Whether the cries were " Mahjong" or "Aye, aye" is 
anybody's guess! 

What is certain is that a Sports Club meeting which can 
start at 4 p.m., progress from mahjong games and drinks 
to the AGM and a long delicious Chinese dinner, and go 
on to a lion dance, floor shows and dancing until 2 a.m ., 
shows a strength in its membership which augurs w ell 
for the future. 

On these pages we show some pictures of current Club 
activities, indeed 'active' - thanks to the hardworking 
Committee- and w e wish the members another lively 
twenty years to come. 

RUNNING 

weight of the Chinese team must 
have been less than half that of their 
opponents, they were able to score 
not less than nine t imes. Their most 
effective player, Poon Sun Kuen, 
scored four times, Kwok Lo and Ng 
Hoi Ming each scored twice, and 
Tam Sang Keung once. 

And then there is the eli te little band 
which pants its w ay over a two-mile run 
in Tai Tam every w eek. W e hear that 
individual records are being broken- no 
information as to the level a t w hich they 
::aarted ! 

W ith some well-chosen words, Chair
man Kleber handed the precious 
Captain 's Shield (donated by ex
Chairman van Zuylen) to Captain 
Leung Shu Fan. Afterwards, most 
of the players attended a d inner
party to celebrate the well -supported 
(though some of the Dutch players 
had a hard time next day) occasion . 



25TH ANNIVERSARIES 

When a kind and considerate man 
celebrates his 25th service anniver
sary, it is natural that his colleagues 
will want to share the occasion with 
him; when he is a Managing Director 
whose subordinates enjoy the sharp-

Captain L.P. Westrate 

Although Captain Westrate com
pleted his twenty-five years of 
service to the Company on 31st 
October, the celebration was held on 
3rd Novembei in Amsterdam for a 
special reason : his two sons were 
free from school to attend, together 
w ith Mrs W estrate who rece ived a 
bouquet of flowers. 

The Captain first joined the KPM as 
an Apprentice Officer, but was posted 
to ships of the former SMN. After 
obtaining his certificate S.lll, he 
sailed from Holland in the newly
built Kalianget for Indonesia. He 
joined RIL in 1949 and his first com
mand w as Tjipanas in 1961, whilst 
he was appointed Captain in July, 
1962. 
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ness of his mind and the subtlety of 
his wit, then the occasion must be 
a memorable one. 

Showered with flowers and tele
grames, Mr Terwogt celebrated his 
25th Anniversary on 26th October at 
HK HO. Accompanied by his wife 
(who was presented with a bouquet 
of flowers by Miss W . Bastiaanse) , 
he entered a large gathering of 
executive staff in Managing Direc
tors' Conference Room. HK HO, HK 
MH and RILAIR were all represented. 

In his address. Mr C.L.C. van Kret
schmar reminded everyone of the 
outline of Mr Terwogt's career: after 
qualifying as a lawyer at Leiden 
University, he began his shipping 
career with the JCJL in 1946 at 
Tandjong Priok, and shortly after 
was transferred to Djakarta (then 
Batavia). In 1949 he came for the 
first time, aboard Tjibadak, to Hong 
Kong (where he was met by Speaker) 
and worked in the Agency office in 
the old King 's Building for five 
months. He was then appointed 
Legal Adviser and stayed in HK HO 
for a year until October, 1950 when 
he went to Durban. It was nearly 
three years before he returned to 

A command for Captain Westrate to 
remember was Tjipanas in August, 
1963 at Shanghai when four officers 
fell sick at the same time. In spite of 
the very difficult circumstances, the 
remaining officers under the Cap
tain's good leadership managed to 
let "the show go on" without much 
delay. 

In the Bantam Room of the Scheep
vaarthuis. Mr de Haan related these 
details to the assembled company, 
and-then presented Captain Westrate 
with an engraved gold 'Jubilee' 
watch. It is not reported that the 
Captain tested the quality of the 
gold in the manner prescribed by 
the officers of Straat Madura (see 
drawing on page 239)! 

Mr F. Terwogt 

Hong Kong, and his stay then was 
only for a scant month before leaving 
for Buenos Aires. The following 3t 
years made him an ardent 'Argentina
phile' and were-as is well-known 
to many colleagues-some of the 
happiest years in his life. 

From June, 1957, Mr Terwogt was 
in the Commercial Division in HK 
HO (VZ and PCT). in March, 1962 
he became Manager for Japan, and 
he reached the peak of his career in 
May, 1963 when he was appointed 
Managing Director. He can look back 
on a career of interesting experiences 
and great success, and the Company 
is grateful to have such a man at the 
top. 

So saying, Mr van Kretschmar pre
sented Mr Terwogt with a complete 
Maritime Encyclopaedia (for which 
he had asked) as a memento of the 
occasion. 

In his reply, Mr Terwogt expressed 
his thanks for the kind words and 
for the present, lightly deprecating 
his own achievements. He specially 
thanked his wife for her support and 
added his appreciation to everyone 
for making his life so pleasant. 



Mr D. Chien 

" A VIP" (Very Important Person) is what the Manager 
for Hong Kong & China called Mr David Chien Ta Fan 
when addressing him on the occasion of his 25th anniver
sary of service with RIL. 

Before Mr Chien joined the Company-then J.C.J.L.-its 
name was already a household word in the Chien family, 
for his father-Mr Charles Chien-had served since 1921 , 
later being in charge at Shanghai in 1951 and 1952. 

Mr David Chien-'Mr Dutch'-thus already had a Dutch 
start and these ties were strengthened after graduation 
from St. John's University when he worked at the Nether
lands Consulate General in Shanghai. Eventually he joined 
the Company on 1st November, 1946-a lucky decision 
for both parties. In 1952 he came to Hong Kong to work 
in HK HO, at that time in West Point. In the ensuing years 
he did so well in the Freight Department that he became 
identified as 'VZ 3', and the knowledge which he gained 
in that capacity as he progressed through the ranks was 
to be of great value later on. 

When, in 1969, Mr Chien was transferred to HK MH. it 
was an open secret that the move came as a shock to 
him. It w as, however, a proof of the confidence which the 
Company had in him, and although an enormous change, 
it was the right decision. He is doing sterling work as 
Operations Manager and is a pillar of strength in the 
office, tackling the multitude of shipping problems and 
Conference subjects in a highly responsible way, also 
advising frequently on matters concerning staff. 

Baron van Randwyck paid tribute to Mr Chien 's sound 
judgement, acknowledging how much he himself had 
learned from him. At the turn of 1970/71, Mr Chien rea lly 
showed what he was made of when-in a management 
staff crisis-it fell to him to take the whole weight and 
act for a time as Area Manager. He unflinchingly took on 
this work as well as carrying on with his own. Managing 
Directors later sent him a letter of appreciation. 

An engraved gold w atch was then presented on behalf 
of the Board of Directors. 

Mr A . Ykema 

1st November, 1946 was the day on which Mr Ykema 
began his service with the KPM, when he was only 16 
years old. He started as a junior assistant to the secretariat 
of the New Building Department and is now in charge of 
this work. 

After doing his National Service in the army in 1950/ 1, 
Mr Ykema had a hectic time because the New Building 
department was very busy with the reconstruction of the 
KPM/RIL fleets. 

The most remarkable thing about Mr Ykema's career has 
been that there have been no special events; this must 
be attributed to the fact that he has done his job in such 

Mr Poon Kar Chee read the cables. 

Mr K.L. Lee followed with some words of appreciation 
from Mr Chien 's colleagues, saying how proud they felt 
of him as the first Chinese in RIL history to act as M anager 
of the office. A lthough not always easy to work for, he 
was always kind, and when disagreeing, always began 
with " My dear friend " (laughter). Mr Lee then 
presented a portable cassette recorder f rom management 
and staff of MH. 

Telegrams from al l over the world were read by Mr Poon 
Kar Yee. 

In his reply, Mr Chien reminded the gathering of his early 
beginnings, saying that Mr Veltman had been partly 
responsible for his joining the Company. Later, he had 
received help and encouragement from Mr van der Chijs 
and Mr Hens. He had to admit that, though initially un
willing, he now preferred work ing in MH. He looked 
forward to the next 6t years there and hoped that it would 
be in good health. Saying that the Company did not need 
a toast to prosperity (which was already there) , he pro
posed a toast to the health and happiness of the people 
who work for RIL and last-but not least-to his wife. 

a conscientious manner that nothing has ever gone wrong. 
He has always kept everything under control. His steady 
approach to life has made him a well-liked advisor to his 
fellow workers in the shipbuilding department. 

In his home at Bennebroek near Haarlem, Mr Ykema is 
a member of the town council. l r Hogewind (Manager, 
Shipbuilding Dept.) also !.ives in Bennebroek, so the 
situation has arisen that whilst Mr Hogewind is Mr 
Ykema's boss in the office, in the community it is Mr 
Ykema who decides for Mr Hogewind! 

(We regret that the photos ore not yet to hand, but hope to include 
next month) . 
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APPRECIATION 

To Royal lnterocean Lines 

Dear Sir, 

M y wife and I have just completed 
our fifteenth and last voyage on the 
m.v. Tjiluwah, which unfortunately is 
terminating services this year. 

I feel I cannot let the occasion pass 
without expressing for ourselves and 
hundreds of people whom I have sent 
on various cruises on this grand little 
ship, how much we appreciated the 
splendid services bestowed upon us 
by the members of the Tourist Class 
Crew especially mentioning Tourist 
Class Purser Mr Yen (Chung Yan) . 
Chief Steward Mr Lau ( lau Shun) 
and his assistant Mr Tang (Tang 
Meng Tiak and Tang Hok Hing) , also 
including Purser First Class Mr Lee 
( li Moon Chung) and Chef Ng . Fat 
for his delightful meals, together with 
all the Chinese Stewards. 

Since my first voyage to Hong Kong 
in 1963 and which has been repeated 
every second year since, mingled 
with round trips to Melbourne (one 
time including fourteen members of 
the Blundell family) plus the wonder
ful cruise last November to New 
Zealand, the m.v. Tjiluwah has spoilt 

me for travelling on any other ship
ping line. In fact, whilst I have 
travelled with Shaw Savill, P. & 0., 
Rotterdam Lloyd, China Navigation, 
Flotta Lauro and Lloyd Triestino 
Lines, sometimes in First Class, not 
any of their vessels compare favour
ably or equal the services and atten
tion to our comfort, offered by the 
crew. 

Whilst during my years of travel with 
your Company, I have recommended 
hundreds of my friends and clients to 
travel on your Line, I feel that it is 
with regret, seeing m .v. Tjiluwah's 
passing and wonder what the m.v. 
Nieuw Holland has in store for myself 
and fellow passengers. Can I assure 
them that future services and com
fort we have known on the m.v. 
Tjiluwah will pass on to this new 
ship? (Yes Sir, you can !) 

In conclusion, would it be asking too 
much of you (not at all!) if I could 
obtain permission to inspect the 
m .v. Nieuw Holland when she makes 
her maiden voyage to Sydney and 
at the same time, I may make 
arrangements for the trip, Sydney I 
Melbourne/Sydney to see if it can 
compete with previous standards of 
service. 

James Blundell. J .P. 

PERSONALITIES 

Mr H.M . van der Schalk (Managing 
Director of Rll and Vice-Chairman 
of the Board of Directors of NSU) . 
accompanied by Mrs van der Schalk, 
arrived in Hong Kong for consulta
tions on 19th November. 

Mr B.E. Ruys (Member of the Board 
of Directors of NSU) visited Hong 
Kong from 21st to 27th November. 

M r E.A. van W alsum (Managing 
Director, RTG) arrived in Hong Kong 
on 24th November. 

Jhr. C.l.C. van Kretschmar (Man
aging Director) , Mr van der Schalk 
and Mr van W alsum left on 27th for 
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a two-week visit to Australia and 
Singapore. 

Dr. A . van Putten (Staff Director, 
NSU) made a business trip to Hong 
Kong from 18th to 24th November. 

Mr J.M. Feringa (HK HO CRD) , 
Miss T.R. Reyenga (HK HO CRD). 
M r R.J. Thesen Ender (Manager, 
Johannesburg). Mr T. Makiura 
(Johannesburg) and Mr P.F. de 
Muylder (Sao Paulo) attended a 
Company Marketing Conference at 
Yokohama in mid-November. 

Drs. S. Bakker (HK HO) made a 
fact-finding trip to Indonesia in the 
second half of November. 

LANDING RIGHTS 

Good news-especially for Dutchmen-is 
that KLM now have regular direct flights 
co Hong K owJ. Here is the first arrival on 
the tarmac at K ai T ak. 

MESSAGE 

"Captain L.P. Westrate wishes, also 
on behalf of his wife and sons, to 
thank all those who made the cele
bration of his 25th anniversary with 
the Company a memorable one, and 
is very grateful for all the good wishes 
received." 

Rll IN THE NSU GROUP 

Since June, 1970. the NSU Group of 
Companies has produced its own 
house-magazine under the title of 
'Unie-Schakel. As a member of the 
NSU Group, Rll of course receives 
copies and these are distributed to 
al l Dutch-speak ing staff, both sea
going and on shore. 

Rll itself. as a cross-trader, directly 
employing staff of over 20 different 
nationali ties, uses English as its com
mon language, and for this reason 
our house-magazine, Rll Post. is 
published in English. 

From time to time, activities of the 
other companies in NSU are reported 
in Rll Post, as part of the whole 
group picture, and Unie-Schakel does 
likewise with Rll items of more 
general interest. 

This serves as an explanation to any 
readers who may have been puzzled 
by seeming omissions/ duplications 
in either magazine. 



BY THE LIGHT OF THE MOON FAMILY NEWS 

Weddings 

Radio Officer J. van der Laan (T j iluwah) to Miss B.P. Lucas on 
13th October at Adelaide. 
Miss I. Kanehara (Yokohama. Ag.) to M r Shinoda on 22nd October. 
Captam J .A.H. Faber ( leave) to M iss J . Jansen on 23rd October 
at Nijmegen. 
2nd Engineer Chr. van Spronsen (leave ) to Miss Zw.E.Wolters on 
29th October at The Hague. 
3rd Officer R.M . M eister ( leave) to Miss M . Evans on 4 th November 
at Heemskerk. 
4th Engineer F.W. van Lienden (leave) to Miss G.H.J .M . Wijdeveld 
on 5th November at Roermond. 
Mr Chan Sui-hung (HK HO Contr. ) to Miss Anna Shuet-Fun on 
20th Novem ber. 
M r E.H. Carpentier A lting (J ohannesburg) to Miss Y. Lynn on 11th 
December at Durban. 

New Arrivals 
Traditiona lly, lanterns are lighted on the night of the Moon 
Festival. Straat Bali 's Chinese crew hung their lanterns 
on the deck as the ship sa iled across the Indian Ocean. 

Chief Engineer J .C. van Ointeren (Straat Luanda): a daughter, Julie 
Anne, on 15th August . 
Mrs M . van W ei-Kierekoper ( Amsterdam) : a son, Peter, on 11th 
October. Cargo S.G. Ng Min Hang reports t hat a very happy evening 

was spent enjoying a dinner party under a bright moon. 
Captain H.L. van Dam and his officers were all invited, 
and Mr Kwok W ing Kwong (CD) and Mr Yau Kwok Ping 
( Deck ) both sang for everyone's entertainment. 

Second Officer R. Tresfon (Straat va n Diemen): a son, Jeroen 
Alexander Nicolaas, on 15th October. 

Straat M adura's officers' greeting to their 
former Captain-see page 236. 

Second Officer J .N.M . Smit (leave): a son, Johannes Petrus, on 
30th October. 
Mr N .l. Padt (Lima) : a son, Adriaan Frederik, on 7th November. 

FROM NEWSPRINT TO 
NEWSMAKER! 

Via Second Officer J.A.J.P. van Riet 
( Straat Le Maire ) 

S een in The Adelaide News on 14th 
October:-
Beverley Lucas and Jan van der Laan 
had a shipboard romance. That's not 
unusual. 
On Tuesday they put an engagement 
notice in an Adelaide newspaper. 
Not unusual. 
Two minutes later they changed it 
to a marriage notice. 
They went to the Registry Office, and 
took the marriage vows yesterday 
afternoon . That is unusual. 
A nd, that's not al l. Tonight they will 
board a ship in M elbourne to com
bine a two-month honeymoon and 
Jan's work as a radio operntor in the 
Tjiluwah. 
Beverley, of Glenelg, was a police
woman in Adela ide for 12 months 
after she graduated from the Police 
Academy at Fort Largs two years 

ago. She has worked in America and 
Canada, and has visited Europe and 
Africa. She met her Dutch husband 
on an Australia-Far East cruise two 
months ago. They became engaged 
"somewhere between Brisbane and 
Hong Kong ". The Tjiluwah docked 
in Melbourne on Sunday, and t he 
couple retu rned to the home of 
Beverley's parents, Mr M alcolm 
Lucas, a dealer in secondhand goods 
at Glenelg, and Mrs Lucas. 
They said last night: " On Tuesday 
we decided to put an engagement 
notice in the paper. But we had only 
stepped outside the build ing when 
we changed our minds and decided 
to get married. We went back and 
had it changed to a married notice. 
W e received specia l permission from 
the Premiers' Department to obta in 
a marriage licence inside the normal 
seven-day waiting period. 
The Tj iluw ah sails for Hong Kong 
from M elbourne tomorrow night 011 

a two-month cruise, and we would 
have had to wait that long to get 
married ." 
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NEW PERSONNEL 

A hearty welcome is extended to the following new RIL 
personnel who recently took up employment: 

Mr H.J. van Gorcum 
.. J.Th.W. Gmelig 
.. C.H.W .M . van de Horst 
.. W .J .C. Fukkink 

4th Officer 

5th Engineer 
Appr. Engineer 

SUCCESSFUL EXAMINATION 

Our congratulations go to the following officers, who 
passed examinations as indicated below: 

Mr D.F. van Woerdekom 
.. F.H. Santman 
.. W .G. Alberda 
.. C. Rag 
.. R.L. Sinnema 
.. L.A.J . van Eijck 
.. C.A . Tempelaa rs 
.. L. van Wageningen 

PROMOTION 

2nd Officer 

3rd Eng'; neer 

I 
I 
B 
B 
Th.B 
A 
A 
A 

3/ 11 / 71 
24/ 9/71 
28/ 9/ 71 
14/ 9/ 71 
27/ 9/ 71 
20/ 9/ 71 
20/ 9/ 71 
23/ 9/ 71 

Our congratulations go to the following officers, who 
were promoted to 5th Engineers: 

Mr P.C. de Moor 
.. J.A . Vermeulen 

W .M . Vogel 

as from 

TRANSFER OF CAPTAINS AND 

CHIEF ENGINEERS 

27/ 8/ 71 
28/ 8/ 71 
20/ 7/ 71 

Captain J .H.W . Voigt, Master of SAFOCEAN ADELAIDE, w ent on 
home leave. 
Captain H. Boeree was posted to SAFOCEAN ADELAIDE following 
home leave. 
Captain G.W .E. Gerritsen. Master of STRAAT VAN DIEMEN, went 
O'l home leave. 
Captain J.A . Haringsma was posted to STRAAT VAN DIEMEN 
following home leave. 
Captain W . lneke. Master of STRAAT CLARENCE, w ent on home 
leave. 
Captain l.P. W eststrate w as posted to STRAAT CLARENCE fol
lowing home leave. 
Captain J . de Jong w as posted to STRAAT NAGASAKI fo llowing 
home leave. 
Chief Engineer J. Tamboer of SAFOCEAN ADELAIDE w ent on 
intermediate leave and w as subsequently posted to STRAAT 
ALGOA. 
Chief Engineer B.J. Bouwman was posted to SAFOCEAN ADELAIDE 
following home leave. 
Chief Engineer H. Hooyberg of STRAAT ALGOA w ent on home 
leave. 
Chief Engineer J . Birza of STRAAT HOBART w ent on home leave. 
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Chief Engineer H.A . Klazema was posted to STRAAT HOBART 
following home leave. 
Chief Engineer A . Vink of STRAAT HONSHU went on home leave. 
Chief Engineer D.J.B. Valk was posted to STRAAT HONSHU fol
lowing home leave. 
Chief Engineer J . Dirkse of STRAAT FIJI went on home leave. 
Chief Engineer G.J.C. Bevelander was posted to STRAAT FIJI 
following home leave . 
Chief Engineer E.M. van de Ven of STRAAT CUMBERLAND went 
on home leave. 
Chief Engineer J .E. Hartzuiker of STRAAT LE MAIRE was trans
ferred to STRAAT CUMBERLAND. 
Chief Engineer J . Verdonk was posted to STRAAT LE MAIRE 
following home leave. 
Chief Engineer A .J. Odink of STRAAT MADURA terminated his 
contract of employment. 
2nd Engineer H. Jansen was posted as Acting Chief Engineer to 
STRAAT MADURA following home leave. 
Acting Chief Engineer A. Fortgens of T JILIWONG went on home 
leave. 
Chief Engineer (KV) J . Prank was posted to TJILIWONG. 

TRANSFER OF SHORE STAFF 

Drs S. Bakker was transferred from Singapore (following sub
sequent home leave) to Hong Kong Head Office. 
Mr H.J . Hagens was transferred from Hong Kong Head Office 
(following subsequent home leave) to Lagos. 

LEAVE 

Mr M .l. van den Arend 
H.K. Kruk 
J.L. Nobels 

.. J.W. Swaving 
P.D. Algra 
H.L. Brandes 
G. de Koning 
F.C. Leliard 
A . Robaard 
H. Roorda 
J.F. van Santen 
F.A. Scheffer 
F.L.N. van den Ven 
Wiebe Verbaan 
J.Th.M . van Bergen 
W .J . de Wolf 
H. Baas 
R.G. Koopmans 
H.D. Kwaytaal 
C. van der Vring 
H. Blok 
A .J. Tijsterman 
R.J. Camfferman 
R.G.A .J . Gabler 
R. den Hartoog 
A .J .M . Claesen 
A .M .F. Doove 
R.L. van Hilst 
H. Huiskamp 
P.L. Meijering 
W .J. Voolstra 
R. Hofland 

A .A . van Pel 

Chief Officer 

3~d 

2~d Engi~eer 

5th 



Those who returned are: 

Mr F. Bakker 
.. B.G. Coops 
.. R.A. Corten 
.. R.L. Hessel 
.. L. Huijding 
.. E.P. van der Bijl 
.. J. Meyler 
.. J.V. Mulder 

C.J .G. van den Hurk 
.. A.A. de Lijster 
.. C.H.M . van Bennekum 
.. C.J.M. Boerma 
.. J . Jongman 
.. G.J. Nijland 
.. J .G. de Rooy 
.. J.S. Hooglander 
.. F.A.C. Borsboom 
.. F. Chielie 
.. A.A.M. Groot-Antink 
.. B.J . Knegt 
.. R.J . Rijnberg 

Chief Officer 

3~d 

3'(d Eng i,~eer 

4th 
5th 

IN MEMORIAM 

posted to 

Straat Korea 
Straat Algoa 
Straat Nagasaki 
Tjitarum 
Straat Clement 
Straat Mozambique 
Straat Van Diemcn 
Straat Franklin 
Straat Nagoya 
Straat Nagasaki 
Straat Luzon 
Straat Le Maire 
Straat Frazer 
Straat Freetown 
Straat Lagos 
Straat Mozambique 
Straat Nagasaki 
Straat Madura 
Straat Fiji 
Straat Fremantle 
Straat Tanga 

We announce with regret the deaths of the following :

G.A.H. Schoenmakers (retired Captain, KPM) on 6th October at 
Nijmegen, aged 60. 
A.C.M. Hof man ( reti red Captain, KPM) on 25th October at New 
Port (Australia) , aged 73. 

.. ............................................... -............................... ~ .. -...... _.._.._._.._.._._._._.._.._._.._._ 
:: ~ 
•: TEN YEARS AGO '. 
i From RIL Post. 1st December, 1961 '• 
~ :· 
t M..V. TJISADANE EVACUATES TRISTAN DA CUNHA /, 
11 

'RJL ships have many ports of call, but probably never before ~ 
:: has a ship from this Company made a more timely call or ~ 
:: one where urgent help was so desperately needed. ~ 
•' By their own efforts, no Tess than that of their rescuers, the I 
~ doughty Tristanians have been transported to safety. As they •: 
~ look back on the rapid course of events in those dramatic < 
f October days, these humble, pious people must thank Mer· • 
•: ciful Providence for four amazing happenings:-The volcano I 
> was slow to erupt. The two traw lers were near at hand on ~ 
I their annual fishing expedition. There were two days of •' 
~ incredibly calm w eather for that part of the world, RIL's ~ 
,• Tjisadane was there. . . . 1 

~ ~ 
l ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ :: 
~ :: 

I · I 
~ ~ ............................................... -.-.-..-.-.-.-..-.-.... -. ..................................... -..... -. ............. .... 

Mr J.J.M . Lensing 

OBITUARIES 

It is with the very deepest regret that 
w e have to report the death at the age 
of 46 of Mr J .J.M. Lensing on 12th 
November at The Hague following a 
protracted illness . 

Until the sudden onset of his disease, 
Mr Lensing was Deputy Manager for 
Hong Kong & China, a position he had 
held since May, 1969. He started his 

l 
career with KPM in 1950, and following 
some years as Agent in Indonesian 
ports, he was posted to Singapore as 
Assistant Manager in 1956. He served 
for a year as Manager of the Penang 
office from 1961 and then returned to 

Singapore, becoming Operations Manager there in August 1966. 

Following the merger of KPM with RIL in 1967, Mr Lensing as 
cheerfully and unswerving ly ga·Je his services to the new organi
zation as to the old. His w illing and unstinted work, and capacity 
for friendship were deeply appr2ciated by all around him. He was 
a Reserve Officer in the Hussars, and something of the elan of a 
cavalry man seemed to cling to him. He was always cheerfully 
energetic. never 'too busy' to offe1 a welcome, and ever ready to 
give a little more help than was asked. His friends and colleagues 
will greatly miss him . 

The Lensing family has been known for its close·knit devotion, and 
we offer our deepest sympathy to Mrs Lensing, her two daughters 
and son who are now living in The Hague. 

Mr David M a Ka Kui It was a great shock to all of us to hear 
of the fatal crash by Mr David Ma on 
19th November as he w as driving on 
the Guia Circuit in preparation for the 
Macao Grand Prix. 

Mr Ma, aged 37, was one of RIL's up 
and coming staff in Hong Kong. He 
joined the Company in 1955 and his 
intelligence, hard work and ambition 
w ere soon recognized as valuable assets 
to the Commercial Division where he 
worked in both Freight and Planning 
Sections. When in 1964 he took over 
as Manager of the Crew Department, 
his discretion, tact and tenacity w ere to 
prove invaluable qualities in the some
times trying years that fo llowed. 

In 1968 he was t ransferred to HK M H, and when RILAIR commenced 
operations in October, 1969, he was appointed M anager. Since 
then, as M anaging Director of RILA IR (H.K.) ltd., air cargo business 
claimed all his attention, and his driving enthusiasm was largely 
responsible for its successful development. 

Mr M a's enthusiastic participation in the spheres in w hich he was 
interested. w as well-known to friends and colleagues alike. The 
RIL Sports Club, the Motor Sports Club, amateur photographers 
and ramblers over the byways of Hong Kong w ill all miss his 
smi ling face. R.I.L. has suffered a grievious loss. 

W e send our deepest sympathy to his wife and two young children . 
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OUTWARD BOUND 

NOT FOR SUPERMEN 

This year. RIL sent two more of its 
youngsters in Hong Kong for several 
weeks to the tough 'Outward Bound' 
School. The training there is designed 
to encourage personal endeavour 
and individual effort under conditions 
which require determination, self
discipline, teamwork and a spirit of 
adventure . 

Simon Lee Sai Hong (/MD) and Paul 
Hon W ai Hung (Fin . I} were the two 
from HK HO who went, and here are 
their impressions:-

Paul Hon W ai Hung 

" The School gave trainees confidence. and developed their 
latent energy through all sorts of tough physical training . 

The training period was divided into two parts: the first, 
which lasted about a week, was not so hard because we 
were guided by Instructors. In the second part, after we 
had got some basic knowledge such as map-reading , 
canoe -padd ling etc. , the training was tougher: rock climb
ing, steeple-chasing, cross-country running , expedition 
and 'Solo '. The latter was the most exciting and difficult 
programme because a trainee has to live alone on an 
isolated island for three days and two nights. 

During the 26 days in school , the life was very strict: got 
up at si x in the morning, followed by running round the 
school twice and the morning dip in the water . Lessons 
started at 8.30 after room inspection and parade, and 
would be finished at 5 p.m . At 10 p.m. would be the most 
lovely time because we were all on our beds . No smoking 
or drinking were allowed, and nobody could move freely 
without permission. " 

Paul Hon 

" Hardship in the first instance is barely remembered in 
the dear memory after it has been overcome. The Outward 
Bound School is a place full of hardship, but in retrospect 
bitter experiences will be reca lled as delightful memories. 

The training of the first few days was harsh enoug h. We 
travelled under the sun as well as in the rain ; exhausted 
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Simon Lee Sai Hong 

after the steeplechase; and for the first time in my life. 
I experienced hunger and thirst. The exercises were such 
a heavy burden that we felt on ly relief when we saw the 
soft and lovely bed . 

While we trudged from summit to summit, we had to 
climb rock cliffs . Rock climbing is one of the essential 
lessons of the course. It was no pleasant task : I had to 
muster my courage to climb down the vertical and bare 
cliff overhanging the majestic slope of 296. balancing my 
weight with one rope while, for safety's sake, another 
tugged my body . 

The only nice mission was to paddle a canoe in calm water . 
We all looked smart in our bright yellow life-jackets. 
heading fast for the promising beach with beautiful girls 
swinging around . 

Typhoon Rose added much hazard to our already hazard 
ous times. We hurriedly rushed back to school when we 
were camping, while others struggled in the cutter with 
the furious waves. 

Such is the life in the Outward Bound School- fresh 
excitement. one after another. But more profound behind 
the physical challenges is the building up of confidence 
and a sense of cooperation in a person . " The course is 
not fo r training up Supermen; it is to train one 's self
reliance and tenacity " - the words of our Principal are 
intimately connected with dear memories." 

Lee Sai Hong 
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Though by no means the winter 
season throughout the RIL area, 
December is still a festive 
month . This issue reports on 
parties, celebrations and sport
ing activities. The first picture 
of Nieuw Holland in RIL colours 
hints of coming excitement. We 
shall hope to show the first of 
the four new Straat N's in the 
New Year-Straat N- Year. 

"The icicles crackle, the canals glass over. 
The pea soup gets all steamed up again. 
It 's winter in Holland."" (page 227) 

We are much indebted to 'Holland 
Herald' for the material on page 227. 

A Happy St. Nicholas Day and a Happy 
Christmas to all ou r rea ders. 
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