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party (page 196). 
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From the Editor 

HK MH 

There may be some R.I.L. 'crs who wonder what the mysterious 'MH' stands for: it is 

quite simply 'Manager, Hong Kong' and has become a useful distinguishing term for the 

office of the Mmtagcr for Hong Kong & China, wherever il may be housed . Sec opposite 

for a report on the official opening of the latest office. 

FAR CATHAY 

On page 189 is a description of the old map presented by Managing Directors to R.I.L.'s 

Manager for Hong Kong & China. On the back of this map is a fa irly long inscription 

in French - some of it archaic - which has been translated by Mr Philip :vr. Lan 

(HK :\1H) . The result is so interesting that we cannot bear to cut it and will therefore 

hold the whole translation over until next month. 

TO ALL STAMP FIENDS 

See pages 192/3 for a report on the Tristan da Cunha postcards. Captain W. Z. :\1ulder 

(reti red) writes:-

" 1 am particularly interested ir. stamps, F.D.C. and other covers from 'islands', so 

in rase a stamp·fiend on one of the ships would like to contact me, I should be 

delighted to answer. Only canrclled stamps go into my rollection . . . " 

His address is: 101, Carter's Road , Dural. N.S.W. Austmlia. 

TAKEN BY SURPRISE 

In the Netherlands recently, a booklet was issued about H.R.H. Princess B<:"atrix's travels 

in the Far East. Imagine our surprise to see 'Niro' (Mr Chan Hok Tsing- HK H O CD) 

as large as life inside! 

Couleuts, wit!J t!Je exception of articles derived from 
other publications, may be repriuted; ackllowledgc
mcut of the source, IJOwever, would be appreciated. 



HK MH 
In our July issue, we published some photographs of the new office 
in Hong Kong and promised additional photographs of the Travel 
Department in the August is~ue. However, as the official opening 
was set for August, we have held these over until now. 

Prince's Build ing is really a 'prestige' building, with some unusual 
finishing touches of oriental splendour on the Ground and First Floors, 
good-looking shops in arcades on two Boors, three escalators and 
batteries of lifts, and a connecting bridge to the first-class Mandarin 
H otel on the waterfront. These things distinguish it from more 
' matchbox - like ' buildings elsewhere in ' modernise • at· all · costs ' 
Hong Kong. 

On 19 th August, the sliding doors between Mr Bouvy's office and 
the Conference Room were thrown open to give a very ample and 
dignified setting for the official opening party, which was attended 
by Managing Directors. 

In his speech, Mr Reyneker reminded everyone of a little past history: 
just 102 years ago, the first treaty was signed between China a nd the 
Netherlands. H ong Kong itsel f is not much older. For over 60 
years, R.I.L. has been operating in this 'Fragrant Harbour'. First, 
in the old J.C.J.L. structure, apart from the H ead agent to look after 
the despatch of our vessels, there were commission agents, H otz 's 
Jacob, who later gave way to the Company's own staff to manage 
their affairs in the 'Local Office', as it is sometimes called. 

After the war, this office was under the ' Manager for H ong Kong 
& South China', (Swatow and Amoy in t he first place). In 195 1 the 
IU.L. offices in China had to close and t here was then a ' Ma nager 
for Hong Kong', but when the first shipping contacts were made 
with the new Government- for Holland-East Asia Line as well as 
R.I.L.- the official title m our organisation became 'Manager for 
Hong Kong & China'. 

Since then, the activities of this office have shown tremendous progress, 
for R.l.L. as well as for principals such as H.E.A.L. a nd Nedlloyd 
Lines. Putti ng modesty aside, R.I.L. is the biggest shipping agency 
in Hong Kong in the sense of the opportunity offered to t he shipping 
trade with greatest diversification of ports ava ilable. In the important 
terms of tonnage, 450,000 tons of cargo were loaded and discharged 
last year, a figure that becomes even more important when it is con
sidered that no bulk cargoes were involved. Trade with C hina has 
increased. 

After the war, MH was housed in the old King's Building, then in 
Alexandra H ouse; the la test move to Prince's Building has been 
required to house efficiently a newly adapted organisation. This is 
in line with other areas: R.I.L. has buil t a new office in Sydney, is 
renting new premises in Durban and hopes also to build in Japan. 
Now in H ong Kong, the Company's office is in one of the best 
buildings in the centre of the city. 

On behalf of Managing Directors, Mr Reyneker then presented Mr 
Bouvy with a reproduction of an extremely interesting old map (see 
pag:: 189) as a memento of the occasion. 

In his reply, Mr Bouvy thanked Managing Directors on behalf of all 
the staff, saying that the move had been made 'just in time' to k eep 
pace with the rapid increase in activity on all sides. H e concl uded 
by proposing a toast to R.I.L. 's future prosperi ty and to that of M.H. 
in particular. 

Mr E:JuPy received a mcmenro . 

TRAVEL DEPA RTMEN T 

View from f>'OIIt entrtmce, shotvmg private lift to Scco11d 
Flom· and (rig/11) large waitwg space. 

,\!{,· P. Feldhrugge (in tl1e comer) presides over tl1e room 
with (/. to r .) Mr Sung Shou Tin ( *~EE ), ./14•· K .A. 
lVoftlwis, Mr L'J Ka Sing ( lltt* ~ ), .lfrs J. Maho11cy a11d 
Miss Ling Yin Fei (@:~m ). 

A comer of one of the arcades s/10ws the side 1111d hack 
show-wi11dows . 



Plzoto: Tokyo News Service 

i\ t Yokohama, the Tobacco Exhibition was opened by the Hon. j .C. 
Gmyhn, c.M.G., Chairman of TEPCOR. He is ..ecn here handling 
one of the exhibits, together with (/. to r.) Mr Tai ji Sakata (Prc,ident 
of the Monopoly Corp. of japan), Capt. \Vecmaes, Mr van Rhoon 
(R.I.L. 's Manager for japan) and Mr D.J. Chckc (Minister of the 
British Embassy in T okyo). 

On boar d Stra a t 
frernantlc, the fir.t 
s I in g of cxhibitien 
material was lowered 
i nto the hol d , 
watched by Mr 
Bunnett, C/0 F.j . 
l'anhu)'sen and 2/0 
0 .11 . den Brabcr. 

Mr R. Schats (Durban Canvas~crJP.R .O.) 
wished 'T he Colonel ' Bon Vopgc. 

FLOATING EXHIBITION 

R oyal Interocean Lines has hosted on three occasions 
the Tobacco Export Promotion Council of Rhodesin's 
(TEPCOR) Exhibitions. 

T he concept of the E xhibition came about soon after the 
formation of T EPCOR in 1958 when it becnme apparent 
that in many countries T obacco Manufacturers who had 
not had the opportunity of visiting the auct ion floors in 
Rhodesia, were not aware of the wide range of quality 
tobaccos which were, and still are, available from Rhodesia 
and Malawi. 

Early in 1960 R.I.L. were app roached with the request 
to provide a vessel for a mobile exhibition . · 

T he first exhibition was assembled aboard m.v. " Ruys" 
which then sailed from D urban on 22nd October 1960, 
bound for the Far East via Mauritius. Samples were on 
display, a tobacco film and pictorial displays provided an 
interesting and informative background. In addition to 
which, at the initiative of our Company, visitors were 
entertained with cocktail parties, luncheons and refresh
ments which lent to the whole proceedings a festive 
atmosphere. 

In October 1961 TEPCO R decided on another floating 
exhibition which was shipped aboard our m .v. "T egelberg", 
enroute for the east coast ports of South America . . 
Now a second Far Enst exhibi tion has just been completed. 
The par ts were shipped in Straat Fremantle to Yokohama, 
and assembled there on board " Boissevain". 

T EPCOR'S technical officer, Mr H.C.R. Bunnett - 'The 
Colonel'- travelled once again with this exhibition and 
supervised the setting up of the stands in each port of 
call : Yokohama, Kobe, H ong Kong, Singapore, Port 
Swettenham and Penang . On board Boissevain, he ncted 
as host, manager, public relations officer and general 
fac totum. 

Part of the very attractive exhibition on Boissevain's Ist Class T here is no doubt that this exhibition wns equally as 
Recreation deck. successful as its predecessors. 
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oying deck gJmes (we spy also Mr van Zuyltn - HK HO) 

~flt) H.I.H. Prince & Princess MikasJ, Princess Yasuko, 
)r. Wcemaes, Mr van Rhoon, Prince Tcmohitu, lv!rs Usami, 
s & Miss van Rhoon, Mr Usami. 

IMPERIAL PASSENGERS 

When Boissevain left Yokohama on 12th August, the vessel 
had very distinguished passengers on board: Their Imperial 
Highnesses Prince and Princess Mikasa (who recently 
launched the Straat Futami), their daughter Princess 
Yasuko, and their eldest son Prince T omohito. 

Mr · E.M. van Rhoon (R.I.L. 's Manager for Japan), ac
companied by his wife and daughter, and Mr T. Usami 
(Yokohama- Man.) and his wife also made the coastal 
trip to Kobe, and took part in the sightseeing trips arranged 
at Nagoya and Kobe. 

Here is Mr Usami's account of the voyage:-

All the way from Yokohama to Kobe the weather was 
fine and the sea was calm. At night the full moon added 
to th e beauty of the sea. Prince Mikasa and his family 
took part in the games of deck quoits, deck golf, swimming 
and enjoyed seeing the movie "South American Cruise". 

As it was their first experience of a sea tr ip, their Imperial 
Highnesses were keen to know about everything; they made 
a tour of the ship, i ncluding the bridge, the engine room, 
the galley and T hird-class guarters. Princess Mikasa was 

FLEET FACTS 

m.v. Straat Freetown, on completion of h er current voyage 
in the Far East-West Africa Service (FEWAS) will make 
one round voyage in the Far East-Africa-South America 
Service (ASAS Freight), leaving Japan in early-October. 
She will then return to the FEW AS. 

The new ship, Straat Fushimi, is expected to be delivered 
on lOth October, and will make the FEWAS sailing 
originally scheduled for Straat F reetown, thereafte r enter
ing the ASAS Freight late in February, 1966. 

m.v. Van Heemskerck, after completion of her presen t 
voyage in the China-West Africa Service (CHIW AS) and 
DMO in Japan , will enter the China-East Africa Service 
(CH EAS), leaving H sinkang in mid-November. 

The charter ship Coral Sea was redelive(ed to owners on 
17th September. 

busy making a film with her 8 mm camera (her hobby) 
all the time. 

As there were about 20 Japanese emigrants to Braz il in 
the third class, Prince Mikasa addressed a few words of 
encouragement. All these Japanese passengers were greatly 
honoured. (Prince Mikasa is interested in Japanese emigra
tion. In 1958 Prince and Princess Mikasa went to Brazil 
to attend the meeting in commemoration of the 50th an
niversary of Japanese emigration to Brazil). 

Their Imperial Highnesses enjoyed the cuisine on board, 
especially Prince Mikasa and his son Tomohito who tried 
many new dishes. 

During the vessel's stay in Nagoya, they went to Kuwana 
and Mt. Gozaisho near Y okkaichi. In Kobe they enjoyed 
sightseeing from the top of the Kobe Port Tower. 

Thanks to the kind assistance and cooperat ion of Captain 
P.G. Weemaes, officers and crew of m.v. Boissevain, as 
well as our shore staff, Prince Mikasa and his fami ly very 
much enjoyed their coastal trip on an R.LL. sh ip. 

SHORE LINES 

The neat a11d tidy 'Shore Line' shown on the back 

page of our August issue was that of Freetown , 

capital of the state of Sierra Leone in West A {rica. 

Congratulations to Mr H. Marijs , Radio Officer on 

board Straat Soenda, wlzo receives the prize of a 

letter opener. 
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JADE STEPS 
An R.l.L.'er in China 

PART II 

Concluding our account by 'Marie
Lou'. Unfortunately, the last black
and-white film went astray, so we 
cannot show any pictu1·es of 
Hangchow. 

Sightseeing and Shopping 

The remainder of my five days in the capital city was 
spent on my own two feet (now clad in suitable 'Aatties'), 
exploring the 70 hectares of the Peihai Park, the 270 
hectares of the Tien T an (T emple of H eaven), and 'the 
biggest park in Peking'- the superb grounds surrounding 
the magnificent Summer Palace ( 1135) of the Yuan, Ming 
and Ching dynasties, which was the setting of my opening 
paragraph. T he spectacular palaces and vast lakes, the 
h alls, terraces and pavi lions left a wealth of cultural im
pressions never to be forgotten. They have been com
mercialized only to the extent of providing a thirsty tourist 
w ith excellent Chinese beer, h ot tea, sour milk, or soft 
drink, which can be accompanied by a heaped plate of 
roasted nuts or biscuits. 

With the help of friends, my i nner man was also for tified 
at l uncheons and dinners with a wonderful variety of 
Chinese dishes - including a Mongolian barbecue- at 
tea-houses, 'j unket'-bars (popular and very health-giving) 
and ob~cure restaurants known only to residents. 

Amongst all these expeditions, I did not forget the shops 
. .. .. Alas, my budget was a tight one. How frustrated 
a girl feels when trying on furs of the softest and most 
becoming skins, admiring rings, brooches and necklaces 
of exquisitely-coloured stones, or gazing at walls hung with 
delicately hand-painted scrolls and woodcuts, and at the 
same time is haunted by thoughts of family and friends 
who would so much appreciate them. I took time off to 
consider the matter, and as I spooned my way through 
two jars of yoghoun, debatet! the meri ts of a very attrac
tive, but small ant! unset, diamond against the excitement 
of a fl.ight to Shanghai. Luckily, the latter won. 

Shanghai 

After a Bight of only 2{- hours, I found myself in this 
industrial port, once known as "the Paris of the East", 
driving along The Bund with its old colonial buildings 
and down the once notorious Nanking Road. There was 
little traffic in the streets, but m any busy people walking 
past the orderly shops which displayed simple clothes or 
just plain 'nuts and bolts'. The People's Square in the 
centre of Shanghai was once T he Race Club. T oday, it is 
used for processions and raUies, and the grandstand has 
become T he People's Library. 

In my few hours' stay in Shanghai, I found time to vis it a 
very old, trad itional Chinese home, to walk round its rock 
gardens, and to peer into the rooms from dark-red pillared 
corridors to admire the intricately-carved teak, rosewood 
and blackwood furniture. 

The wife of a resident mentioned the Jade Bazaar, and 
once again my lunch might actually have consisted of 
opals, turquoise, sapphires, alexandri tes, rose quartz or 
diamonds! 

Hangchow 

I caught the evening train to lovely Hangchow and four 
hours later was driving along the cli nically clean street. 
China must surely be the cleanest country in the world; 
there is not a speck of rubbish anywhere. 

It was indeed fortunate that I had planned a four-night 
stop-over at Hangchow. There were so many 'must-sees', 
most of them within walking distance from the one and 
only but large and beautiful hotel. Through willowed 
walks and bamboo woodlands, I found my way to the 
Jade Spring, the Yellow Dragon Cave (Huanglung Tung) 
and The Lonely Hill (Ku Shan). 
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From the top of the 227 steps of The Pagoda of Six 
Harmonies (Liuho Ta) I saw the brown waters of the 
Chientang River with hundreds of people swimming, and 
in the distance the lnrge bat-like sails of junks. By means 
of one of the two bus routes nround that "paradise on 
car:h", the mountain-surrounded West Lake, I enjoyed 
the quietness of The Monastery Where the T igers Ran 
Away (Heipao Ssu), the majesty of The Monastery of the 
Soul's Retreat (Lingyin Ssu) with its magnificent colossus 
of a golden Buddha, and the ancient spreading trees at the 
T emple and Tomb of Yueh Fei, a famous national hero 
( 1103-1141). 

In Peking, I had seen from the 'Song and Dance' evening 
at the Imperial Palace what a high standard was being 
achieved : presentation of the ballet, mime, and acrobatics 
showeJ first-class talent and was a pleasure to watch. Now 
in Hangchow I saw a three-hour 'local ' opera, performed 
by students who were almost ready to graduate to the 
State Opera Company. Though the words were in 
Shanghaiese, the acting was so good that even the one 
f~ir-haired member of the audience in the packed theatre 
laughed in the right places ! 

One morning, a guide and I paddled through the wet 
streets to the T u Chin Sheng Silk Brocade Factory, which 
was built in 1956 and employs more than 3,000 people 
at something like 300 looms. H ere, portraits and pictures 
were 'drawn' by the lustrous, sheer silks of a thousand 
colours racing across the punch-card guided warp. Some 
cf the most spectacular tablecloths and tapestries had as 
many as 30.000 cards. 

And there I was again, in yet another of the Friendship 
Srores (33.t% discount for tourists on everything except 
precious stones), sniffing a t the gardenia bud given me 
by the factory supervisor, and trying to work out just 
how many of those lovely things I could possibly afford. 
At each counter I was surrounded by the friendly anJ 
efficient assisto. nts with their long, soft black plaits, white 
shirts and navy-blue trousers; they kept refilling my cup 
with their famous green 'Lung Ching' tea and wondered 
aloud why I travelled alone. Laden with my parcels, 
one of these gi rls later strode along to my hotel to collect 
the exchange of the last of my travellers' cheques. 

In the hotel, my solitary table was set fo r luncheon at one 
end of the great dining hall, where I could gaze out on 
the lake. A few plastic-clothed tables away , a table for 
two was bid for a German photographer and his German 
speaki ng guide. Throughout the trip, the other Westerners 
I had sten haJ consisted of only about half a dozen French
men, several South Americans, a small group of Congolese 
and some Japanese. 

How can my thanks ever reach all those good-natured 
people who steered a lone foreigner on her way? The 
kinJly waitresses at the tea-houses, wh::.- despite their 
teenage looks- showed an almost motherly kindness when 
I could only point to the dishes on neighbouring tables to 
indicate my needs: the charmi ng woman who guided 

(contitwcd on next page) 
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T emple of Heaven. 

Summer PJ!ace. 

Visitors enjoy the lakes. 

I a ~sL;rt _l?.::fiB::. 

Pcihai Park. 



East and West enjoy ancient beauties. 

JADE 
STEPS 

(coud11ded) 

me to a bus, rather than let me walk the fifteen minutes 
which my friends had said it 'might take': the twenty 
or more children in the street who were too shy or 
frightened to read my paper with the Chinese characters 
of an address, but shook their heads and in soft, gutteral 
Mandarin tried hard to steer me from one 'wrong' house 
to another: the young man who spoke fluent Hussiao in 
answer to my query about a friend's address, and took 
me firmly to the house of the Argentine Charge d'Affaires? 
Throughout my tongue-t ied tour, many strangers did their 
best to help me. 
It was still raining in the afternoon, but this did not 
deter me from a walk round the lake, and it was only three 
hours later, when I limped back into the hotel, that I 
learned that it was 15 kilometres in circumference. My 
last night in Hangchow was spent in deep, dreamless sleep! 

Return to Hong Kong 
The little 24-seater plane took off -promptly next morning 
for Canton, but- clue to the heavy rains- could not 
land there that day, so after a fruitless day-long wait 
on the airfield at Nanchang, we were eventually put up 

Corner in 
Canton . 
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' in style ' there. It 
meant a 4 a.m. start 
the next morning, in 
vrder to make the 
train connection at 
Canton, but at 9.45 
a.m. there was still 
time for me to hand 
over yet more yuan 
in ex;}1ange for y~t 
more works of art . 

The train eased out 
of Canton with the 
now familiar music 
pouring through the speakers. The well-drilled girls facing 
the carriage doors, quietly took two steps forward on the 
platform, and as the tra in moved out, each turned to wave 
unti l it was out of sight~ quite an impressive and graceful 
little ceremony. I enjoyed a delicious luncheon on the 
way to Shum Chun, which took more of the last precious 
yuan, and at the frontier I was presented with the magni
ficient sum of HK$19 in exchange for the meagre remains 
of my 'fortune'. The Colony train took me over the 
familiar route of the New Territories and soon I was safely 
back in the echoing Victorian drabness of Kowloon railway 
terminus. More money to be paid? Yes, HK$11 for 
baggage handling fees, HK$4 to the baggage coolie and 
in one relieved generous gesture I emptied my purse into 
the hands of the taxi driver, laughing as r realised how 
close I had come, with my wealth of sight-seeing and 
buying, to being stranded in China! 

If you have HK$1,500 or more to spend (say about £100), 
you too can enjoy this country which, in one of its many 
colourful phrases, urges you to ~j!f~.:E.&. "Please move 
your ' jade steps'" or "Please condescend to come" . 

M.L. NEVILLE O'BRIEN. 

The placid way of the New Tcrritoric, . 



ANCIENT MAP 

O ver 350 years ago, a Portuguese Jesuit priest, Ludovico 
Georgio, drew a n>ap to the best of his ability of Eastern 
Asi:1. It was an amazingly good try for an age which 
lacked accurate measuring instruments and in which com
munications were erratic and hazardous. Hi s projection 
was- roughly ~ from the Pacific Ocean looking west
ward, and whi lst relatively correct in the south, he obviously 
used a rich imagination in the north. 

T he limits of China were given as the Great Wall
drawn in a straight line- in the nor th and Cauchin China 
in the south, and the whole coun try is dominated by the 
five immense lakes in the interior, the longest of which 
is part of the western boundary. These are shown as the 
sources of the g reat rivers. 

As was common to almost all maps of the China coast in 
those days, it is shown in a stra ight line from north to 
south. Korea is missing altogether. On the other side 
of the China sea, Japan is linked with what appears to be 
a large continent, though only partially shown. 

In the south, T hailand, the Malay peninsula and Burma 
arc more or less accurately placed, with- surprisingly 
Bengal marked beyond. 

As befitted a good national, Portuguese Mab cca and Macao 
were firmly marked, and a caravel floats in the China Sea. 
H ong Kong, of course, d id not exist. 

Part of Borneo is shown in the south , but whilst Mindanao 
appears quite clearly, the rest of the Phillipinc coastl ine is 
indicated vaguely and was obviously u nknown to the 
cartographer. 

The good father was undaunted, however, when it came 
to the interior beyond China's boundaries : the desert in 
the northwest is dotted with the felt tents of nomadic 
tribes: elephants wander about in the west: and there 
are some attractive little pictures of covered wagons pro· 
pelled by sails in the remote regions both east and west. 

~:tE:=:.s li+if!W ' -fruji~J~±£ Ludoviw Gcorgio ~ 
-~~m•••-~~m~~~~ o:t£-~-~~•~•• 
n~••ru$~m~$~ · mftA-~%Am•~*~~~ 

o ~tm !L'ill*n8ffi:t:lJS~rP.Ji1!HlNlt • ;ftml511MftJt~4f!ni , i1Ut 
fil\ JttlM~~~;It~ti!;~;l!t~.JJ o 

lft ~Jttl:ltki.~~~~~*:W- • m~~w.d: o EE:t41J~l@ * 
W·A~*M·~··-·6Atp~~ZM~M~~~z
W~~o ~~-~-&~tfl~ll!!~ · @~~m~-~~ · ~ 
~~~~~m~~~o ~*~~~~w · g~~ s*~-~ 
~ ···~-W~*&-M*~-~~-· 

•~ ' •*~*~&•~·m•~$~-~~an~~ 
~ · ~A~~~~oo~~iliili~~~ · 

t:0 ;f?i· ~:l%ff.HmA • 1rli~.~Aifl &i~~~ @:if'~7M~!t!l~c ilt'( 
, ~1f-i!JK;~tl,rW~.AArrtE$ ~1iiJ pg • r3~ • ~if!~:if'~:t£ 
~ll!!IJpg o 

~z• · ~~•m~z-•·~wwz•g•a•m~ 
~•,•~•zm~~m••M•mili · m~~AA•M~* 
it~S11flli~~::r;~g~ o 

¥.m-!lli~JHVqfmtp~~J:l~&I. 7~ • JttmiwNJ~±*~flli~ J61 
!&Wm~m~~ 1Wi~.:tr:!!9:1l:Z7d9-'~ · ~nr~F1lli!M-l!§ • ?€.~~ 
z•e§m~M•&~.rm*•z••zm§~~· 

ilt~~f!Z.!tl!~~*- 8 ~ M' -lii\1Lif:-ltti; ~ilill1XZ 
lf:xt-IH tm rn;JlJiq • Jtt1&1\-t·~l:F~r&~tfl~pgtflz~~ll!!~ • tt 
~Z-~SD*ffl.~!Mi~*~'Slzilfnt:~rrV'lC~-;\::::.J{I~l) • 

T his extremely rare map was the first to appear in a 
European atlas and was printed in 1589 by O rtelius at 
Antwerp. It remained the standard type for the interior 
of China for over sixty years. A reproduction now hangs 
in the office of R.I.L.'s Manager for Hong Kong & China 
-see page 183. 
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T HREE iN 
Emulating Hans Andersen's little tailor ("Seven at one blow"), Durban photographer Barry Comber of the Daily News photogr 
and STRAAT MOZAMBIQUE east- and west-bound in the ASAS (Freight). T his study, talcen from the Esplanade with a t 

STAD GOUDA 

Assisting ASAS 
June to August 

L 

AMSTELHOEK 

ASAS 
March to August 

:-· · 

' ' HAS BE 

Throughout 1965 we have been using these words to report 
the hire of other ships to supplement t he R.I.L. fleet. 
Whilst 'chartering' is a familiar word to many R.I .L.'ers, 
there will be some who are new to the Company and who 
may wonder exactly what a 'charter ship' is. 

Last year, Mr R.R. Ullett, Senior T raffic Officer in Sydney, 
put it very neatly when he gave a lecture on "The Tramp 
I'rade, Charters, etc.", in which he said: 

" Before we sink our teeth into this subject we first 
need a clear concept of what a Tramp vessel is and 
how it differs from a L iner. W ell, a fairly good 
simile would be the distinction between a "bus and 
a taxi" . The bus operates a time-table service on 

'~~~-~-~--i 

MICHAEL JESSEN 

CHIWAS 
June to October 

l 
HOLL Af'i 

CHIWAS C 



E SHOT 
hese three R.l.L. ships in adjoining berths on 22nd June. RUYS was westbound in the ASAS (Express); STRAAT BALI 
'ens, has 11s its impressive backdrop the skyline of the South Beach in Durban. 

CHARTERED '' 

a fixed route - that is the Liner; the taxi on the 
other hand op~rates und: r a hire basis and travels 
when and where the h irer requests- that is the . 
tramp .. . . . " 

'he vessels chartered by our Company to supplement their 
ner services could p erhaps be said to be more in th :: 
l ture of 'extra buses' ! 

.I.L. , who hire these vessels from their owners, are k now n 
; the Charterers, and the detailed conditions of the con
act drawn up is known as a Charter Party. 

here have been quite a number of such char,cred vessels 
tis year. Many R.l.L.'ers will have seen some or all of 
tern. For those who ha ve not, we publish these pictures. 

•IEP 

sailing 

·ouncsy .\lcssn. J.: . l' .. \1. 

PEARL SEA 

Reefer assisting ASAS 
June to August 

ECUADORIAN REEFER 

Reefer assisting ASAS 
May to Jul y 

Photo: G. Forsyth (Durl>au) 

CORAL SEA 

Reefer assisting ASAS 
Ju ly to September 

Photo: P. Temp.'e.Lauhum (D :11·ban) 
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INTO MACHINE 

THE AGE 

Mr Zwnn signed the contract, watched by (/. to r .) Messrs M. Pach, J van Zuylcn, 
J.F.H. Wheeler (Manager ICT Hong Kong), R.A. Elli ~ (systems adviser ICT) and A. 
van Onzcnoort (1/ C new department at HK IIO) . 

1966 will see a new 'monster' appearing in HK HO! 
More accurately, it will be an " ICT 80 Punched Card Data 
Processing Installation" , a system which in the future will 
handle the greater part of all R.I.L.'s administrative data. 
Already a working team is in full swing preparing pro
grammes for its application. 

R.I.L.'ers will need no telli ng of the immense amount of 
paper-work that is required these days to keep the complex 
machinery of our company in smooth running order. T his 
is the so-called 'administrative data'- ruder names have 
been known I 

T he Company took the first steps towards automatic pro
cessing in 1955, when National Cash Register account ing 
machines were installed. The use of these, however, is 

J ust about eighteen months ago, we heard the first whisper 
about a new issue of stamps from the island of Tri stan 
da Cunha, two of which would show p ictures of our own 
Tjisadane and Boissevain. This news came from an ex
passenger through our Durban office, and the snowball 
has been gatheri ng momentum ever since. 

Largely due to the not inconsiderable efforts of Mr R.M. 
Davis of Messrs Keller Bryant in London, some informa
tion was first obtai ned from the Crown Agents there, then 
100 BRT postcards were dc.spatched from H ong Kong to 
London, thence to be sent to Tristan (by what means we 
do not know - perhaps a warship?) and eventually to be 
received back in H ong Kong. 

limited to accou nts documents and the administration of 
stores. The 'ICT 80' will have a much wider range and 
will include such things as statistics, person nel particulars 
etc. 

During the past decade, there have been enormous develop
ments in the application of automatic data processing, with 
rapid growth in the electronic field. Improvements and 
refinements are being discovered all the time. W ith the 
use of the ' ICT 80', the Company will be ready to take 
advantage of any such new developments which may be 
to their benefit. 

W hen, on 25th August, the contract with International 
Computers & Tabulators L td. was signed, a big step for
ward was taken by R.I.L. in its administrative organization. 

TRISTAN DA 
As a matter of interest , the cards arc stamped with the 
date of issue- 17th Ftbruary, 1965 - and were received 
in H ong Kong by registered parcel post on 21st May. 

After the announcement in the July issue of R.I.L. Post, 
we then waited somewhat nervously to see if there would 
be enough demand to recoup our original expenditure. W e 
need not have worried : there have been altogether 284 
requests for cards, and many keen collectors have asked 
for mere than one. In the circumstances, we had to stick 
clcscly to the intention of our orig inal announcement and 
limit the ballot to our own shore and seagoing staff; the 
'combination' ships and radio officers sailing with us were 
included, as were also those 'old-timers' who are now on 
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SISTER SHIPS 
This interesting photograph from Durban illustrates clearly the di fference between ' weight cargoes' and 'space cargoes'. 

The two sister ships are sail ing in the F ar East-West Africa Service (FEW AS). Straat Franklin - lying ahead - is 
eastbound with a cargo of mainly lead, cocoa a nd fishmeal, giving her tha t comfortable 'full a nd down ' look, so dear 
to every nautical eye ! Straat Frazer loaded in Japan with - amongst other things -motorcars; though not less valuable 
a cargo, the ship is riding high out of the water. 

Altogether, the picture is a very neat visual aid to economics. 

NHA STAMPS 
pension. W e are indeed sorry to have h ad to omit many 
good friends , and offer our regrets to them and to all 
those who were u nlucky in the ballot. Forgive us also for 
not being able to reply personally to a ll those nice letters. 

The draw for names was made in the office of Mr 
Boogerman, Personnel Manager, at HK HO. Mr A . Chiu 
and Mr G.Th.M. Sweijen (who need no introduction to 

readers as keen stamp-collectors) were there to help, and 
Mr Reyneker kept a watching brief, both as Managing 
Director and also as a st:11np-collector. By mutual agree
ment, one name was put first on the list - that of Captain 
W.A. Giel (now retired), who was Master of the old 
Tjisadane in October 1961- when all the islanders were 
rescued, ant! thus started off the whole astonish ing story. 

We are sure that you will all agree with thi s nomination. 
Between them , the fou r men drew the remaining 99 names, 
and the cards were sent to all the lucky winners within 
a few days. FB will see to it tha t the N.fl.5.- (approx. 
HK$8.-) is deducted from salaries. 

On the Editor's desk in H ong Kong is 'Moody Mary' who 
collects for the Royal Dutch Lifeboat Institution. It seemed 
an appropriate time to empty her contents, so HK$42 were 
taken out and added to the sum raised by sale of postcards 
( 4/ 9. each), as well as 10/- sent by a generous contributor 
who himself did not get a postcard. This made a g rand 
total of £26.17s.6d. (approx. N.fL270.-) wh ich has been 
sent to a very deserving cause. 
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AT DEATH'S DOOR 
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·I:W~D": X111!1t. ! 

An astonishing incident took place on board Tjikampek 
in July, when one of the very t:lll giraffes being carried to 
Japan from E:1st Africa managed to squeeze its long neck 
through a very narrow crack at the bottom of its crate. 
Rtaders of our August issue will remember how clostly 
htteJ the boards were. 

Fortunately Boatswain Leung Yun Choy (m ii~JH.J") no: iC'~d 
the animal's plight and at once broke open the crate with 
an axe. The japanese attendan t, Mr H . Ohya 1 was almost 
crying as he massaged the giraffe's n~ck , b:lt - thanks 
to his attentions - after a rather brc:1t hless interv:1l, it 
recovered. 

Mr A. Leung (HK HO Crew Dept.) was on hoard to take 
these photographs. The second on:: shows the giraffe on 
its feet again, apparently none the worse, though the silly 
beast does look a bit ashamed! 
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FAREWELL 

CAPTAIN WEEMAES 

W hen Boissevain was at Hong Kong on 23rd August, 
Managing Director~ entertained her Master, Captain T h.G. 
W eemaes, to a Farewell Luncheon at Interocean House. 

In his speech, Mr Rcyneker referred to Captain Weemaes' 
long service: at the very beginning he had joined 
Rotterdam Lloyd and was posted on a Holland-West Africa 
Line vessel- as the Captain says- because tallymen were 
needed in West Africa at that t ime! In 1929 he joined 
the K.P.M. as a Fourth Officer and sailed on the 560-ton 
Rokan, a contrast indeed with the Boissevain, one of the 
largest vessels in the R.I.L. fleet. H e had started in a 
small w:Jy, and those early years were often hard years, 
owing to world financial crisis in the thirties. Promotion 
eamc slowly in those years (to Third Officer in 1936, to 
Second Officer in 1941), but by having s~ rved so long 
in the junior ranks Captain W eem aes obtained a vast 
experience of which he UIH.loubtedly reaped the benefit, 
especially in the ten years during which h e was in command 
of R.I.L. vessels. 

Captain Weemaes' m:my good qualities were valued by the 
Company. He was particularly interested and had much 
experience in cargo-handling and problems of special 
stowage. He was to leave the ship at Singapore and would 
visit E urope before eventually settling in Australia. 
Speaker congratulated him on the completion of such a 
fine ca reer, thanked him for all he had done, and wish ed 
him, together with his family , well in the future. 

In reply, Captain W cemaes sa id that he had always looked 
on his job as a hobby, and that the long years at sea had 
been very pleasant ones. H e w ished R.I.L. good luck in 
the future, "behoudcn vaart", and good financial results. 

FORTY· FIVE YEARS SERVICE 
Mr E. Mam!e 

F orty-five years of a man's life is certainly a very long rime, 
and a service jubilee of thi s length calls fo r a special 
celebrat ion. 

Such was the occasion when, on Friday 13th August, Mr 
Speelman, senior staffmembcrs, and Traffic Department 
staff gathered in the Conference Room at Amsterdam to 
pay tribute to Mr Marrec. 

At the informal gathering, Mr Speelman sa id that although, 
4 5 years of service was not an "official" jubilee, yet it 
was so seldom comp leted, that it should be commemorated. 
H e presented Mr Marrec w ith some record albums of 
classical m usic- one of his special interests. 

Many congratulatory telegrams were read by Mr Groeneveld. 

Mr Marrec sa id that although he had entered service on a 
'Friday, the 13th', yet this had never been a bad omen; 
he had always worked with much pleasure both for Messrs 
KPM and for our Company, and he hoped to do so for 
some more years. During his long serv ice, many things 
h ad changed and he had been closely connected with the 
growth of the commercial activities of the Amsterdam 
office in the post-war years. One thing, however, remained 

unaltered: the good spirit o f cooperation, for which he 
thanked both d irectors and colleagues. 
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Plzoto: Y. Nagashima 
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PERSONALITIES 

Mr F. Terwogt Managing Director, accompanied by Mr 
A.N. Bouvy, Manager for H ong Kong and China and 
Mr K.L. Lee (HK MH), made an ll-day visit to China 
at the beginning of Scp:ember. 

Mr G.M. Pliester returned to Hong Kong from Home 
Leave on 15th September and took over again as Manager, 
Passage Department. 

Mr G.H.J. van Echten took over as Manager of the Cater
ing and Purchasing and Stores Dept. as from 30th 
September when Mr F. Kummer went on leave. 

Mr G. Kasteleijn will take over from Mr E.M. van Rhoon 
(going on Home Leave) as Manager for Japan in early 
October. 

COMPANY 

RESCUERS RECEIVE PLAQUE 

Readers of our May issue will remember Straat Fremantle's 
rescue of 29 men from a stranded freighter. The latter's 
owners have presented a silver plaque to Straat Fremantle 
with the following inscription: 

"To Captain H.A. Scheybeler, Officers and Crew 
of m.v. Straat Fremantle in sincere appreciation 
and gratitude for the rescue of 29 crew members 
of m.v. Delwind at Bombay Reef on the 20th 
March 1965. Tayship Company Limited, Hong 
Kong." 

The plaque is now permanently fixed in the messroom of 
the crew who did such stalwart work in the ship's lifeboat 
to rescue the survivors of Dclwind. 

FAREWELL PARTY 

B efore Mr H. Oike (Tokyo) left JohannesbU1-g on his recent 
extensive tour in Africa, a cocktail party was held to say 
Goodbye. This picture (which appeat·ed in the 'Rand 
Daily Mail') shows Mr Oike standing next to Mr A.L. de 
Jong (R.l.L.'s Manager in Joharmesburg) and surrounded 
by shippers. 

PRESENTATIONS 

W hen Captain vVeemaes left Boissevain to go on retire
ment, farewell parties were given for him by both officers 
and crew. Presentations were made- a taperecorder from 
the officers, and a silver model ship mounted in a glass 

• case from the crew- and a very large firecracker was 
lighted to wish him luck in the future. 

/ -

I 

Boatswain Yiu Kwong (JI'IB't), No. l Fireman Yue Fat 
UJ<~) and Chinese 2nd Purser La i Kin Chau (~~Utk) 
are seen here with the cracker. 
Chief Engineer de Groot is keeping a close eye on the 
proceedings as the taperecorder is demonstrated to the 
Captain. 

1'/zotos: Asst. Headwaiter Y11cn To"g Sum. 

\ 
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IG BOOK 

OVERWHELMED! 

Captain S. Jochems of Tjiluwah is certainly no stranger 
to the entertainment of visitors, hut these five at tractive 
lasses appear to be dom inating the situation! They are 
Melbourne's new "Port Hostesses" (a function already well 
known in Fremantle), whose duty it is to meet incoming 
vessels and assist passengers, especially with language 
difficulties. 

The girls commenced work on 12th August and made a 
good start by attending a Travel Trade Luncheon on 
board Tjiluwah. We are indebted to the Melbourne Har
bour Trust for permiss ion to publish this photograph. 

MANAGING DIRECTORS IN MANILA 

When Mr Terwogt was in Manila in August, he gave a 
pleasant 'get-together' luncheon to all the R.l.L.' ers there, 
during which he - briefly- made some friendly and 
encouraging remarks. Previously he had occasion to chat 
personally with almost everybody. 

FILM 

AWARD 

In ] uly, we reported 
that the RIL film , 
"Far E a s tern 
Cruise" , won first 
prize in a PATA 
film festival in Lon
don. Here is the 
award which was re
cently h:llldcd to Mr 
D. Alan Drakeford 
of Messrs Escombc 
McGrath. It is a 
permanent award 
and will hang in his 
office in London. 

MAIDEN VOYAGE 

M any photographs were taken of STRAAT FUTAMI before the new ship left Japan. 

... 

J 
In Kobe, the Sea Queen visited the ship. In this group, Captain Miyamoto, the Harbour Master is standing next to 
Chief Officer Maas. The Sea Queen, Miss Kimiko Yamabe, is in the centre between Captai11 Cijsouw a11d Chief 
Engineer Geurts, and the Manager for K obe, Mr Boot , is on the right holding the shield which the H arbour Master 

· presented to the ship. 

At Nagoya, Mr K. Sugino caught STRAAT FUT AMI just leaving port. 



IN MEMORIAM 

IR E. STRUIJK 

It is with great regret that we have to announce the sudden 
death on 18th August of Ir. Struijk, :lianaging Director of 
Messrs P ict Smit , Jr. in Rotterdam, at the age of 64. 

Mr Struijk entered service with Messrs K.P .:\1. on 1st :\fay, 
1926 in engine-room construction department of the 'Bouw
bureau, and was appointed Manager of this department in 
1948. In 1960, he left K.P.M.'s service, and was appointed 
Managing Director of the shipyard of l\·lessrs Piet Smit Jr. in 
Rotterdam. 

During the time Mr Struijk was at the Bouwbureau, all 
technical equipment of RIL ships was designed and /or con 
structed under his supervision. When he was director of 
Messrs Piet Smit Jr., four vessels were constructed at that yard 
for RIL. 

In 195'1 , Mr Struijk was appoin ted to officer in the order of 
Orange Nassau. H e made many good friends in our Company 
throughout the whole of his career. 

O ur deepest sympathy goes to his wife, father and three 
children. 

PERSONNEL 

FAMILY NEWS 

Weddings 

In Melbourne, Third Officer A . J. van Vliet (S:raat 
Johore) to Miss E. M. Condon on 30th July. 

In Nairobi , :Vfr R. F. Janssens (Durhan) to Miss E. A. C. 
Sinclair on 21st August. 

New Arrivals 

T o Mr ¥.'. J. Lees (Durban) a daughter, Deanne, on 
2nd August . 

To Mrs E. M. Xavier (HK HO T P) a daughter, 
Madeleine, on 27th August. 

To :\irs J. C heung (HK HO TP) a daughter, Sharon, 
on lO:h September. 

TRANSF ERS SHORE STAFF 

~ 
lit I 

Mr G. Ka~tcleijn, Chef van Dienst, was tramfcrrcd from HK HO 
w Tokyo (Management). 
Mr Chr. Mocs, Employe, was tramfcrrcd from Yokohmna (Manage
ment) to HK MH. 
Mr H .M.R. Banens was transferred from HK MI I to HK HO. 

LEAVING ( OR LEFT) SERVICE 

Mr P. Boichcl 
, ) .A.M. K ooh jcs 
, J. \V. Kasscnhcrg 

Dr W . Stccnka mp 

2nd Officer 
3rd Engineer 
Sth 

" ship"s Surgt·on 

own rcgucst 

" termination cnntr3ct 
of employment 

SHIPS OF THE WEEK 

T he brcadcast from Holland to ships on the high seas, 
was cl ircctcu on 20th August to Straat Clarence, Straat 
Clement and Straat F reetown, which were at Colombo, 
Durban and Port Elizabeth respectively. 

When the rela tives of the officers concerned went to 
Hilversum on the previous day to record their messages, 
these photographs were taken of the groups: left, Straat 
Clarence and below, Straat Freetown. 



I I PERSONNEL 

N EW PER SONNEL 

A hearty welcome is extended to the following 
new R.I.L.'ers who recently took up employment: 

Mr A.R . Kruissink 
, R.L.A.j. Va!ewi nk 
, \V.M. Heu> 
, J ol1. v. Ooornc 
, H. Fokkema 
, J. van ucr Kooij 
., j . van Laar 
, G.J. Nijland 
, H .j .H. Offcrmat" 
, I . van de Pol 
, G .S. Schiphor,t 
, R.W. Schroder 
, R.P. Wiegman 
,, A.L. van Raaren 

4th Officer 
, ,, 

5th Engineer 
Appr. , 

" 
" 

SUCCESSFUL E X AMINATIONS 

O ur congra tulations go to the followi ng officers, 
who passec.l examinations as inc.licated below: 

Mr G. ljtsma 
,. P.G. Langcvchl 

" 
H.A. Vl/clkma 

" 
j . B. Nienhuis 

2nd OffiCL'r 
3rd ,, 
" " 4th 

" 

TILl 
T h.\1 
Th.ll 
Th.ll 

3-8-Ci5 
13-l\-65 
22-i-65 
27-7-Ci5 

LEAVE 
The following personnel went on leave: 

Mr F .j . Panhuyzcn 
, W . Vcrhaan 
, H. J. Minderho ud 
, E.. Vcrl's 
, j.F.v. Santen 
, J. Craamer 

J.R. Evcrrz 
, I .C. Pasm;m 
, C. Verduyn 
,, ll.P .v. \Vi(·f 
, , Y. Klocstcrman 
, H. Meyer 
, L.E. v:.m den Berg 
, J.P. van Daclc 

W .C .F . H cin 
, P. A. Kopmels 
, P. Kroes 
, G. Nemeth 
, P.j .R. Schlechtriem 
., R. Schuring 
, A.A. Stuur 
, Th . J. Ouwehand 

Chief Officer 
2nrl 
3rrl 

" 4th " 
3 rcl Engineer 

" 
" 
" ,, 

" ., 
H. Employe 

Those who returned are: 

Mr I. Bruin 
., P .W . Dijkman 
, D . van den Berg 

U.C. va n Baal 
, P. Gcertsc 
, J.P.R. Hazcnbcrg 

L. W . Joziassc 
" A.J. de Koster 

Chid Officer 
.lrcl 

" 2nd En):'i ncer 
5th 

postt•d to 
m .v. Str . Frcmantlc 

Str .. Magdhacn 
Str. Singap<>re 
Tjibanrjet 
T egelherg 
Boissevain 
S:r . Cumberland 
Str . Fremanrle 

199 
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TRANSFERS OF CAPTAINS ~ 
AND CHIEF E NGINEERS ::Ls= 
C·~ptain H . . Klein, Master of rn.v. Tcgdherg, went on home ltave 
pnur to rcnrcm~nr. 

C;~pta!n Th. Rose was posted to m . v. Tcgclhcrg fo llowing home leave. 
Captmn Th.G. \Veem aes, Master of on . \ ' , Boissevain, went en home 
lc;lvc pric:r to reti rement. 
C;optain R. Junf.(ding was po, tcd to m.v . Boissevain fo llowing hom e 
1<-ave. 
C"ptain Th. Terho"t was posted to m .v. Straat l'ushimi {ollmvin~ 
home leave. ' 
C<1ptain }. Jacobs, Master of m.v. Stra:lt Cumber land , went on intcr
mcrliarc leave . 
Captain G P. Proper, Master cf m .v. Straat Clarence, was posted to 
m. v. Straat Cumberland . 
Captain H . Pronk was posted to m.v. Straat Clarence following intn · 
mediate leave. 
Captain ) .G. rc n Hhomcr, Mastt·r of m .v. Tjipanas, went on home 
leave. 
Cap~ain 11.1.. Lcgemaatc wa, p<"tccl 111 m .v . Tjipanas following intcr 
m cuJatc leaVl'. 
Chid Engineer 1. Birza of m .v. Straar Frcm:n1tlc went on hum e 
leave. 
Chief Engineer T. Oir be was posted to m . v. Straat Frcrnantle follow
ing home leave. 
Acting Chief Engineer F'.) . Bruil of m .v. T jitarum wc:u on in ter
m ediate leav~; . 
Chief Engineer G.J. Doves wa; pusted w m.v. T jirarum following 
sick leave. 
Chief Engineer }. Pronk of s.s. Tjipondok went e n home lca,·c. 
Chief Engineer C. Kru l was posted w s.s . T ji p<mdok fo ll..wing tcm 
porar y posting to HK HO TD. 
Ch ief Engineer O . M. A.J. van dcr Gugtcil of m.v. Straar Chath:un 
wcnr <:n home lea ve: . 
Chid Engineer J.P. du Boi; wa~ posted to m.v. Str aat Ch;~tham 
tollnwing home leave. 
Chief Engtnccr Il.B. ""' cr of m .v. T jipanas went on home lc:•ve. 
Chief ~?gincer A .E. Saman of m .v. Straat Colombo wa~ posted ro 
m.v. lppanas. 
2nd Engmcer J . j. Kalkhovm was pos:ed to m .v. Srraat C olombo as 
Acting Chief Engineer fo llowing home kave. 

IN MEMORIAM 
Mr J. Zonoeveld at Maastricht on 4th 
Zonneveld worked with the Accounts 
Djakarta between 1955 and 1960. 

September. Mr 
Department at 

SHORE LIN ES 
On the back cover is a photograph of :1 place well
known 10 many R.LL.-ers. If you think you can 
recognize it, please write to the Editor, he:~d i ng your 
entry "Shore Lines- October" . T he reader who 
names the place corr<.ctly wi ll be given a prize. 
Shore staff of the area concerned may not enter. 
If more than one correct solution is received, lots will 
be drawn to decide the winner. 
Each reader may send One Entry Only, which must 
reach the Editor by November 15th. The winner 
will be announced in the December Issue. 
See page 185 for the winner of August Competition. 

YE OLOE PR INTERIE , L'TD , 



WOOL 

CARGOES 
What and Where 

A 

.J 

H 

A 

s 

TJILUWAH 

Amtralia'• widr mccp padd<Kk• 10 the busy mills in Japan, wuol i1 carried all thr year round m lhr AWitratta·JltA 
Srrvicr (AJHAS) . 

SHORE LINES 

(sec inside back cover) 
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