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From tile Editor 

A very well -known advertisement for beer bea rs the slogan " \'1/hat we want is .. . " 

Encouraged by the immediate response to our re<1uest for a Crossword Puzzle (~ee page 

75) , we have decided to rmulate the brewers and put on paper:-

WHAT WE WANT IS ••• • 

Pictures and progress report of R.I.L. 's new yacht in Durban. 

Photographs o f Durban's Christmas shipboard par•y. 

N ews of Sydney's Social C lub. 

T o know if R.f.L. will be affected by the forthcoming Olym pics in Japan. 

A ny R.I.L.'er~ participating in the yacht ing events andfor any others? 

Photographs of R.I.L. ships in new harbour~- by which we mean, of course, 

new to R.l.L. Post. We want to see the Company's ships against their 

familiar backgrounds. 

This is what ""' w:1nt. What do you want ? 

R.I.L. 'S NEW OFFICE 

A nyone recognise its posit ion? 

Turn to page 72 for full deta ils. 

ContetJts, w11fl tlu: uuprton of articles daived from 
otlur publtcatiom, muy be reprmted; acknotvledge
ment of tile source, however, would be apprenuted. 



Those R.l.L. 'e rs who ha\'e seen and enjoyed "Far Eastern 
Cruise", the fi lm made by H arold and H elen Weaver fo r 
R.l.L. a few years ago, wi ll be glad to know that another 
travelogue is in the offing. This time the subject will be 
a South American holiday on board the Ruys. 

We arc fortunate to have a few black- and white pictures 
to g i\·e us a taste of things to come. If the standard of 
the colour fil m is as high as these 'stills', there is a treat 
in store for all of us. 

I . Evening arri\'al m Montevideo. 

2. The famom Sugar Loa[ Mountai n in Rio de janeiro. 

3. A b;Jroque church in Ouro Preto, once capital of the State of 
Min;\> Gcrai' in Rrnil. This city, built on rocky ground 3,500 
ft. ahovc 'ea-levcl, is 'uch a remarkable rreasure home of colonial 
.mel b.trO<lUC architecture and painting that It wa\ decreed a 
national monument in 1933. 

4. Loading cotton in Buenos 1\ ires. 

3. 

2. 

PRE- VIEW 

m.v. Ruys 
. m 

South America 

1. 

4. 



Followi ng the article in the February issue of R.I.L. Post 
about officers' qual ifications, we hear from H olland that 
the whole field of educat ion there has been rev ised under 
the so-called " Mammoth Law". This w ill also affect the 
education system for deck- and engineer-officers, and the 
changes are due to come into effect in the next 5 or 6 yea rs. 
There may yet be many changes before the present pro
posals become law, but for those who are interested, we 
set them out below:-

PRE - NAUTICAL SCI-IOOL ST UDY 

Present System 

Young men must have obtained o leoving certificate of 
4 years' M.U.L.O.-B or 3 years H .B.S. 

New System 

Leaving certificate of 5th yea r H.A.V.O. (H oger Algemcen 
Vormend Onderwijs) or of 4th year M.A.V.O . (Middelbaar 
Algemeen Vormend Onderwijs) and a one-year course of 
advanced secondary education (schakclklas). 

LOADING 

W ith her 'cargo' on her head and her piccaninny on her 
back, this mother in Monrovia carries her burdens in 
traditional manner. 

IN 

OFFICERS 
DECK OFFICERS 

Present System 
A.S. 2 years; apprentice deck-officer 

Mate ticket ! year. 
year; study 3 rd 

B.S. 2 yea rs; appren tice deck-officer yea r; 3rd Mate 
ticket issued upon "memoriaal" or study 3 rd Mate 
ticket t year. 

After the required periods of service have been completed , 
study for the certificates liTh IIPr ITh and IPr. is required. 

New System 

This will entail a three-year course at a nau tical-academy; 
in th is three-year course the theoretical subjects for the 
liTh. and ITh. certificates will also be included, whilst in 
principle everyone will have to complete his " memoriaal" 
in order to obtain a Third Mate's ticket. 

On completion of the service at present required, deck
officers will have only to study for their IIPr. and IPr. 
certificates. 

As a matter of interest, one arrangement under the present 

64 



" Down to her marks" with the weight of beads, this 
Fulani beauty (Northern Nigeria) bears up smilingly unde•· 
admiring looks. 

TRAINING 
system has been abolished: this is the rule whereby a 
young man who has completed a year of service on board 
as a sa ilor, can obtain a Third Mate's ticket after about 
2 years' study. 

E GINEER OFFICERS 

Present System 
V.D. dayschool 

(T emporary Ticket) 

V.D. dayschool 

V.D. nightschool 

A.M. dayschool 

B.M. dayschool 

B.M. dayschool 

year 

2 years 

3 years, of which 1 year advanced 
secondary training. 

2 years, both for those with either 
theoretical or practical previous 
training. 

2 years, both for those with either 
theoretical or practical previous 
training. 

3 years, including I year advanced 
secondary training. 
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New System 
This will entail a three-year course at a marine engineers' 
academy, during the course of which the theoretical subjects 
for the BTh. and C Th. certificates will be included, 
whilst the A certificate will be obtained by completion of 
a "memoriaal". This means that the present V.D. ASW 
and A certificates will be joined together into one. 

Engineer-officers will then, after completion of the service 
at present required, have only to study for their B II and 
C II certificates. 

TIME FACTOR 

To summarise, all the foregoing details imply that 
secondary education and an officer's training will each be 
lengthened by one year. However, on active service the 
study-periods will be shortened for deck-officers to about 
14 months (saving the study for the III , II Th. and I Th. 
examinations). For engineer-officers the time will be 
shortened to about 16 months (6 months for A and 10 
months for C Th.), and if B Th. has also to be obtained, 
8 months more will be saved i.e. two years altogether. 



THE CHANGING COLOURS OF SHIPS 
A break-away from tradition and prejudice 

H ave many people any idea, I wonder, how an architect 
in the Middle Ages set about building a church ? Do they 
rea lise that he made few, if any, drawings but stood by 
while build ing was in progress, telling the army of work
men sweating under heavy beams and huge chunks of 
stone what they were to do? H e had an image of his 
church in h is mind and 'designed' it on the site, impromptu 
as it were, w hile the work was going forwa rd. 

T o us in this day and age, such an unprofes~ional approach 
is unthinkable. Nowadays piles of drafts, plans and blue
prints are made even for a diminutive bungalow; there is 
little scope left to the builder's imagination. That may 
sound rather unpleasant, but every building has a particular 
funct ion after all and that function can only be furn ished 
satisfactorily if every pan meets a g iven standard of per
fection ; moreover, that standard of perfec tion is tied to 
financial limits. 

The same applies to a ship, except that, unlike a house, 
which stays put, it moves from place to place, loads cargo 
and discharges it. Far more exacting demands are made 
upon it and the sta nd:ml of perfection is proportionately 
higher. The shipbuilders of earlier times based their 
designs for a new ship on the experience they had gained 
by earlier work, often improvising improvements and 
innovations after making some chance discovery. The 
present age is one of research and experimentation; much 
more than ever before, we venture to explore possibilities, 
to try out. Actually, whatever we make is a stage in 
a continuous process of evolution and changes follow hard 
upon each other's heels, with ever-gathering speed. Many 
methods and devices, however, have been improved, 
worked out and tried out so often that they have by now 
reached their acme. To take an instance: Only con
noisseurs can tell the difference in shape between the huU 
of the world's first nuclear-powered ship, the 'Savannah', 
and that of an 'ordinary' ship. And this can be said of 

more and more things which we regard as 'technical'. 

As we stand looking a round, a couple of men in white 
coats, calling themsclve~ 'colour experts', come towards us. 
They tell us a long story about their scientific research and 
experiments with colour combinations. Their parting shot 
is that it is high time more attention was paid to 
appropriate colouri ng- and th is applies to shi pbuilders as 
well - 'For', they go on, 'where, more than aboard ship, 
are colours so enslaved to tradition?' 

They have something there, those colour experts. Whether 
you go to the port of New York, London, Antwerp or 
Rotterdam, you will sec tha t nearly all the superstructures 
arc white, clean, g lossy, bri ll iant white; the pride of many 
a captain. As to the rest, 'the' cargo ship is black and 
' the' passenger liner grey. The funnel carries the shipping 
company's colours. 

What is the origin o( those traditions? Have they arisen 
just by chance? When we asked some owner,, with 
whom, after all, the decision rests, their answer was to 
this effect: 'As a rule, black is the cheapest paint and the 
easiest to keep presemablc. There is little visible difference 
between old and new paintwork. But black gets hot in 
the sun ; it absorbs more light than any other colour and 
is therefore unsuitable (or a passenger sh ip in hot climates. 
That is why she is painted grey. As for the company's 
colours, where else are we to paint them if not on the 
funnel? The funnels of the early steamers were always 
round and tall; so they were conspicuous everywhere. 
Nowadays many funnels have flattened sides- the very 
place for the company's flag, name, emblem and what 
have you. Have a look at a tanker and you'll see' . 
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Put that way, it sounds reasonable enough. But those 
owners were concerned, of course, with the conditions 
under w hich their ships sail. There is a shipping firm in 
Denmark which trades in Polar regions. Their ships are 
.. red! T hat is because red is the colour most easily 



distinguishable in that part of the world and it is necessary 
for variou s reasons that ships should be clearly visible 
in those dangerous seas. W hy is it, however , that red 
in particular stands out so well in the Arctic? As you are 
no doubt aware, 'white' light consists of the rays of various 
colours. If those rays pass through, say, mist or glass, 
they are dilfracted. Red rays are diffracted least, blue 
most. That is how a rainbow is formed when it rains 
while the sun is shining; blue at one end and red at the 
other. As nearl y all colours are more or less blue in Polar 
regions, red stanus out. The fact, however, that red is 
the most conspicuous colour under many other conditions 
as well is due to its rays being the least diffracted of all . 
E ven a little thin mist will scatter and obscure a bundle of 
blue rays, but a red bundle of light remains intact. 

There are many circumstances, of cour~e, in which the 
visibility of a ship is not the overriding q uestion. A war
ship, for instance, has everything to gain by not being 
easily picked out. The attitude to cost of maintenance is 
also different where warships are concerned. Then, there 
arc cold-storage ships ca rrying perishable goods in tropical 
regions. They arc painted very pale grey or all white to 
keep the heat out as much as possible. Did you say that 
you had never seen a deck paimed white? You are qui te 
right, but why ~houldn 't it be? The answer is that even 
if the crew wore sun-glasses the fierce light reflected by the 
deck would g ive them a headache. 

While on the subject of decks, let us consider for a moment 
those of tankers which, for reasons of economy, used 
always to be pa inted in dark colours until , in one instance, 
the d isconcerti ng d iscovery was made that the underneath 
of the decks began to rust with extraord inary rapid ity. 
The reason soon became plain, viz., that the dark surface 
absorbed sunlight strongly and the deck heated up, as 
a result of which some of the fluid cargo evaporated. 
Once the sun had gone down and the temperature dropped, 
this evaporated fluid condensed agaimt the now cold deck 
and thus caused the metal to rust. The owners of this 
particular tanker have therefore since then had pale green 
paint applied to the decks of their new tankers. 

Green is the most restful colour for the eyes; there is good 
reason for its predominance in ature. The application 
of pale g reen paint to the decks has achieved two highly 
usefu l purposes simultaneously, since they are now fa r les~ 
sensitive to temperature changes and no longer refl ect 
irksome or injurious light. This innovation, of course, 
meant choosing colours for the remainder of the tanker 
which would harmonise with this g reen. The choice of 
colou r combinations is not always an easy matter and the 
appearance of some ships entering a port can on occasion 
be nightmarish. 

T he choice of colours for the inside of a ship presents 
fewer d ifficu lties. It is imperative that the finishing coat 
should be highly resistant to impact and scratchin g. Light, 
g lossy paint is to be preferred, because it is fairly dim 
below and, as there is still a good deal of wood-work about, 
even in modern ships, the colour should harmonise with it. 
As the passages are gener ally narrow and the cabins, etc. 
small, colours which accentuate that effect should be 

avoided; the circumstances call for an evasive colour, as 
it were, i.e., one which makes a room look bigger than 
it really is. Now, as we know, daylight is made up of 
va rious colours, one of which, red, is scattered least by the 
atmosphere; blue, on the other hand, most. That is why 
red seems to hit us in the eye- to bear down on us
whereas blue tends to merge into the distance. But blue 
does not go with plain, unvarnished wood; cream does 
not look as clean; and yellow is a restless colour. So there 
is little left to choose from but the usual wh ite or very pale 
grey. H ail unto thee, Tradition I 

As to the outside of a ship, the decisive factor will be the 
cost of up-keep in the majority of cases. H owever, paint 
manufacturers arc by no means idle; they are persistently 
at work trying to improve the durability of all marine 
paints so that, as f::lr as economical maintenance is con
cerned, there can be less and less question of their infe riori ty 
to conservative black. The time will surely come when a 
black ship is as ra re as a black motor car is today, though 
twenty to th irty years ago tha t was the rule rather than 
the exception. And, when you come to think of it, what 
were the prevalent colours in those days? Our houses, 
our clothes, our vehicles . . . they were all rather d rab 
and drea ry. Nowadays we have colour experts at our beck 
and call and there is an urge everywhere for more colour
fulnes~ , because it 'does something to us' . There can be 
li ttle doubt, therefore, but that one of the last bulwarks 
of trad ition - the colour of ships- will eventually give way. 
Although the nuclear-powered 'Savannah' is slightly more 
~treamlined tha n her manifold maritime grandparents still 
at sea , it will be mainly in their colouring also that the 
appearance of ship~ will change in the fu ture. 
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(Reprinted from 'Mermail' by kind permission of 
Messrs. Pieter Schoen & Zoon Ltd .) 

That a black colour still has something to offer, is shown in tllis 
latest a/tractive pllotograp/, by Mr H . Weaver of m.v . Ruys. 



BOARDING PARTY HAD FUN 

M.V. STRAAT C UMBERLAND . AT HOME ' 

Australian hospitality is well-known, and is :~ppreci:~ted 

not least by seafaring folk who must rely on those on shore 

for entertainment during their - usually - brief calls. 

With this in mind , and by way of a small return, the 

officers of the Straat Cumberland organized a ~hipboard 

party recently for 18 under-privileged boys in Melbourne. 

When the wharfmen working on the ~hip heard about the 

party, they put their hands in their pockets, and the result 

was presents for all the children. 

- - -----------
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The boys varied in age from 10 to 14, and none of them 

had ever been on a ship before. When they arrived at 

Victoria Dock, they were so excited that it took a huge 

feed of cakes and pany food to calm them I 

H <.re is Chief Officer J.J. van Nus with two smiling young 

visitors on the bridge; with their sa ilors' caps, lapel brooches 

and picture postcards (what, no pocket?), they appear to 

be enjoying 'Life with R.l.L.'. 

Photograph by kmd p~rmiwon of tlu: '' Mdbounu: Sun" 



" Kuping the rice-bowl filled" are not lightly spoken 
wonh in the East, but an expression of great basic need. 
Some of this need was recognized by a Mr~ K . Connor~ 
on a visit from Brisbane to H ong K ong last yea r, and on 
her return to Austral i:J she generously 'et ::1bout collecting 
warm clothing for children who attend a roo(-top school. 

With the help of R. I.L. , who carried the bundle of clothi ng 
free of chnrge o n board m. v. V nn Noort , these children 
:Jre now being assisted throug h the w inter cold. 

A FULL RICE BOWL 

A CAPTAIN TELLS:- A HELPING HAND 

O n board m.\'. Straat Moznmbiq ue (Cnpta in . Kroone) 
recently, there wns :1 rush of volunteers to give blood to :1 

very sick fe llow seaman . 

Sailor Chu ng Ping C hoi from the Strnat Colombo was 
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operated on in the Kaisei H ospital at Kobe early in 
Februnry, and nfter a call for blood donations, no less 
than 9 officers and crew-members of the Strnat Mozambique 
responded. We are happy to report th:Jt the operation was 
succtssful and that the patient made a good recovery. 

The hospital expressed their apprecintion of the valuable 
assistance g iven by all concerned , and especially by the 
fo llowing blood donors:-

Third O ffic( r 
Fourth 
Fifth " 

" Sailor Ord. 
Jr. 

Boy (Deck) 
Extra Sailor 

" " 

H.W. Lijding 
].B. N ienhuis 
H.W. N ieuwenhuijsen 
Leung Ah Wo 
Chnn Tin Sung 
Kwnn Kam Chuen 
Pun Cheuk Yin 
Chnn Lam 
Ngo T o Bor 

It is an old trad ition of the sea to answer all distress signals, 
:Jnd the Straat Mozambique did indeed give help where it 
w:Js needed. 



Lookit~g from Victoria Park over Causeway Bay typhoon shelter towm·ds the 
Yacht Club (centre) and tl1e City of Victoria. Tnterocean Court is on the extreme 
left , standing alone on tile hill . 

When a R.J.L. ship drops a nchor in H ong Kong harbour 
-one of the fi nest natural harbours in the world- nine 
times out of ten she makes fast to a buoy i.e. between 
H ong Kong Island (with the city of Victoria) a nd the 
town of Kowloon on the Mainland. 

When a vessel berths alongside the Kowloon Wharves, the 
obvious thing to do is to walk ashore on Kowloon side. 

When on the buoy, a decision has to be taken as to which 
side to go ashore and how to get there. It seems natural 
for most ' first-timers' to choose the Island, with its rugged 
Peak rising steeply up from the water, a nd its buildings 
crowded together on land won back from the sea over 
I 00 years. 

There are two ways of getting ashore: the first is by 
the Company's own launch or hired 'walla-walla', which 
run at fi xed times and for which a schedule is posted 
close to the gangway. This will set the sailor down at 
Kowloon Public Pier or Blake P ier , almost opposite the 
end of Ice House Street where the Manager for H ong Kong 
& China has his office at Alexa ndra H ouse (HK MH) 
not two minutes' walk away. Alternatively, a walla-walla 
(water tax i) can be ha iled at almost any hour of day or 
night and, for a fixed charge, hired to go to either side. 
Charges vary from HK$3 from 6-8 persons (mid-meam) 
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SAILOR 
" We joined tl1e Nat·y to • 

And what did we su? 

Sati,fying in its way of course, but there come 
With (not too much) money jingling in his pock 
wonders where will be the best place to go in 
interest, and the all-important " Ho" much will 

Without pretending to run Tourist Bureaux, R. 
pretty well and can offer some suggestions. We 
for the benefit o( our sea-going staff in ports of 
that these are the only possibilities, and as we 
blunt and give some straight-forward figures. 

Let us ' kick-off' then with:-

to HK$4.80 per boat per { hour. 
ticket should be bought at one of the 
piers, who will summon the boat. 

When returning, a 
agents at the publ ic 

o doubt our sailor will know that there are many tou rs 
and many operators to arrange them. In some ways, a 
tour can be the best introduction to a new place and 
HK MH will always be willing to give him good advice, 
according to his time and pu rse. 

With half a day to spa re, he c::~n enter another world by 
d riving round the New Territor ies that lie on the other 
side of the "Nine Dragons", the Kowloon H ills. There 
he will see walled villages, wooden ploughs, water buffalos 
and the old traditional ways of rice cultivation in terraced 
paddy-fields: have a g limpse of China over the border; 
and enjoy the quiet peace that is so fa r removed from the 
over-crowded city surrounding the harbour (Cost from 
$25 - $40 for 3f hours or $50- $60 for 5 hours, including 
lunch). 

A little less time-about 31 hou rs-will do for a dri\'e 
round Hong Kong Island, taking in the top of the Peak 
with its incomparable views, the bizarre T iger Balm 
Gardens, beautifu l beaches and crowded down-town streets 
(Cost : about $40). 

HONG 
(one HK$= Is . 



ASHORE 
e !lie sea: 
Ve saw JIJe sea 

a time when every sailor wants a run ashore. 
:, he strolls into the centre of his port of call and 
the hours available to him. what is of peculiar 
l cost?". 

L. 's "chairborne sailors" know their own ports 
hope to put some of their ideas on these pages 
U all over the R.I.L. area. We shall not pretend 
tre not concerned with advertising, we shall be 

KONG 
ld., or f/.0.63) 

A two-hour tour of the harbour, including a v1s1t to a 
sampan- and ju nk-filled typhoon shelter ($20), or a Night 
Tour, taking in one of the famous Aberdeen floating fish
restaurants, the 'million lights', Chinese opera and a night
club ($45 - $75) are amongst the many other possibilities. 

It may very well be that our sa ilor prefers to be independent 
-even that there are not very many dollars in his pocket 
-and in this case he can use a taxi (meters reliable and 
inexpensive), a ricksh aw (50 cents for five minutes) or his 
own feet. These can carry him up and down the steep 
Island 'Ladder' streets, in and out of shops and market 
places on both sides of the harbour, or as fa r as the Peak 
Tram station, where for 60 cents he can enjoy a spectacular 
funicular railway trip to the top. However far he walks, 
on either side of the harbour, he can nearl y always get 
back to the pier again by a 20-cent bus or tram ride. 
One of the minor experiences is the 20-cent ride across 
the harbour at its narrowest point on the Star Ferry. 

During the summer months, $2.50 will pay for a 'Round
the-Island' ferry. With half a day or a day to spare, 
a ferry-trip ($1.20) to the tiny island of Cheung Chau 
will disclose a comparatively unspoiled Chinese fish ing 
community. 

Hakka women planting out rice slwots tn a flooded paddy·field 111 tile 
New Territories. 

H ong Kong's main reputation, of course, is as a 'bargain 
basement' : as a free port and shopping centre where the 
goods of the world are sold at prices that are usually 
cheaper than elsewhere. Shoppers should be prepared to 
go a little further than the Town Centres and to do some 
hard bargaining if they wish to buy to the best advantage. 
Western-style stores nearly always have 'fixed prices' but 
are apt to be more expensive. Language is no real problem; 
there is nearly always someone who speaks a little English. 
Policemen with red shoulder-straps are English-speaking. 

There are 50 cinemas altogether on either side; horse
racing is held, roughly every two weeks, from October to 
May on Hong Kong side; the modern C ity Hall, right 
beside the Star Ferry in Central Victoria , has an excellent 
theatre and one of the finest concert-halls in the world, 
as well as other cultural activities. 
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Finally, our sailor will want to eat and drink, and here 
the choice is so great that we hesitate to mention names. 
He could try one of the really fi rst-class Chinese restaurants, 
many of them specialising in regional cooking. The 
number of dishes - and therefore choice- can be increased 
by going in a large party. The Diamond Restaurant, 
Nathan Road, Mongkok, Kowloon or the Cafe de Chine 
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I ~ 

~ TEN YEARS AGO ~ 
~ I 
~ J,t April, 1954 ~ 
I ,• 

~ NEWS ITEMS ~ 
•• •• 
I I 
~ O n 1st March Mr J.C. Zwan, our Chief Accountant, on March 21st. The celebration will take place •: 
~ commemorated his 25 years of service with the during the "Nieuw Holland's" next call at Sydney. ~ 

Company. The celebration was attended by the ~ 
~ Managing Directors, Mrs W arning, Mrs Zwan, the ~ 
:: Manager for 1 l ong Kong and China, all members ~ 
~ of the H ome Staff of the H ead Office, as well as A NEW SERVICE. A new service, the South ~ 
I the entire personnel of th~ Accounts Department. Pacific Service (S.P.S.), will he inaugurated durmg ,• 
~ Mr Warning presented Mr Zwan with a coloured the first half of May. Two ships (of the "Si"-type) ~ 
..o photograph of a floral painting by a Dutch artist; will he put in. ~ 

$ the real painting evil! be sent from H olland upon AN OLD SERVICE RESUMED. The Sumatra ~ 
~ completion. Straits Japan Service (S.S.j .S.), which was suspended ~ 
,• Mr Th.G. IVetmaes, Captain of the s.J". "N1euw in August /953, will he resumed (a/so by two "Si"- 1 
~ llol/and" u:as also 25 years with the Company hut boats) from Kobe as per April 2nd. ;: .. .. .. .. .. ..._._.._._ .. _._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._._ .. ~.--·-·----.... -.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.................... -.-.-. .......... _ ... ._._.._._._._._._._._._._ ........... ., 

HONG KONG (coulinu~t!) 

in Victoria arc two well-known places. Don't be afraid to 
u~e chopsticks- much easier than it looks ! 

For a good Western-style meal, there is the famous jimmy's 
Kitchen (China Building, Central Victoria) where $ 14- $30 
will buy a five-cou rse dinner. A $4 tax i-ride from the 
Star Ferry, K owloon, will take ou r sa ilor to the Carlton 
H otel on the T aipo Road with its sweeping view of the 
harbour and the lights of the Island ($20- $45 for 5 courses 
and a dance-band). H e can try Japanese, French, Indian, 
I ndonesian, Malayan :111d Russ ian food or enjoy night
clubs on both side~ - the choice is very great. 

Wh~n you leave, your arcom11 will almost certainly be r,dru/c.l~d 
by 11/t!<IIIS Oj lfle ag~·Oftf af>,ICUS. 

If the ship is at the wharf and time is limited, excellent 
Portug uese dish<.s can be enjoyed at the air-conditioned 
Sea T erminal where there are many shoppi ng facilities. 

By now, our R. l.L.'cr will no longer feel a 'new boy' 
but will be \'cry much at home in busy, th riving H ong 
Kong where the fritndly Chinese always say "You 're 
Welcome". 

Alexandra Ho1tse, 
Ice H ouse Street, 
llong Kong 

is the address of the Manager for Hong Kong & Ch ina, 
who will always be ready to help IU.L.'ers. 

R.I.L.'S NEW OFFICE 
(su page 62) 

Well , ""' you recogn ise 
the place? It is a corner 
of London's famous Pic
cadilly Circus, and ol 
tourse was not the r ull 

I 
word - as this picture 
shows. 

I 
Spotted by the quick eye 
ol an IU.L.'er in 1956 
and photographed - we 
dare say- on 1st April. 
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THE FIRST T JIMENTEN G 

• 

From the album of Captain (Retired) A. L . Schath~rn. 

"Sold for Scrap " 1932 

A ccording to recent issues of the R.I.L. Post, the liberty 
type m.v. Tjimenteng has been sold to Greek interests. 
Naturally, those who sailed aboard this ship will think of 
her many a time, no doubt with mixed feelings, but the 
dominating feel ing will be that of nostalgia now that 
goodbye has to be said to a loyal old-timer. 

When reading the articles devoted to thi s ship, my 
thoughts drifted back to the first Tjimenteng, anJ I 
thought it a good idea to recall this earlier ship to the 
memories of those among us who have sa iled in her or 
who have heard a good deal about her. 

The first Tjimenteng (a steam-ship u nder the name of 
'Boeton'- 6,403 G.R.T.) was bought by J.C.J.L. from the 
S.M.N. in 1927; it was at a time when shipping space to 
Japan was in g reat demand. At the same time, the s.s. 
Tjikampek and s.s. Tjipondok (ex 'Batjan' and 'Banka ') 
were also acquired. 

The fi rst Tjimenteng was a ship in which existed a grea t 
feeling of solidarity and comradeship amongst the officers; 
this came about partl y because of the many technical 
problems on board e.g. troublesome winches, anchor 
windlass, capstans, and innumerable internal engineroom 
troubles. For the engineers especially, this was a ship 
with a bad reputat ion, technically speaking; perhaps there 
arc some who can still rem ember some of the particulars? 

T he wri ter made two voyages- between October 1925 and 
March 1929- on board, on the Japan run. T he "etat
major" consisted of : -

Capt:~ in Grootes 
Ch. Officer ) . Mo~n 
2nd 1-'. Lcguct 
3rd van Vliet (fir;c tr ip) 

J .C. Rademaker 
(second trip) 

4th J .M. Sijt>Cm.t 

(also acted as wireless operator) 

Ch. E ngineer 
2nd 
3 rd 
4th 

5th 

On the scconcl trip added Burggraaf 
tcr Bruggen 

Konhab 
L. van dcr Steen 
H ucting 
Karel v;Jn 
Willigcnburg 
jamsen Schoonhovcn 
Wc>tdorp 

Midships, the vessel w:~s very hot because of the funnel; 
h:1tch fiT (spare bunker) W:lS sitU:lted in front of the bridge. 
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After the coming our of the first motor vessels, Tjinegara 
and T jisadane, the Tji menteng was sold fo r scrap in ] 932. 

This ship will remain in the memories of many of us older 
folk , who will recall not only the sweat, the coal d ust and 
the cement du~r (from the cargo), b ut also the very pleasant 
atmosphere of uni ty and good-fellowsh ip. 

f.M . SlfTSEMA 
(now Harbour 1\lasrcr -

Director of Ferry Scrvicc5, Dordrccht) 



In this column, we have been reviewing books on the area for quite 
some years; it is only natural, now that our regular services include 
the west coast of Africa as well , that we have been on the look-out 
for a book on this region to interest our readers. 

The one under review is certai nly that. According to the author's 
preface, it "gives an archaeolo1,>ist's sidelight on history". All but 
one of the well-preserved forts in West Africa stand on Ghanaian 
territory. and the chapters devoted to the history of discovery, and 
consequent commerce go to show how importan t this part of the 
coast was. Present development proves it still is. 

The narrati ve gives a lively and unbiased pict ure of how European> 
and Afric:ms lived and worked together in hygone limes. It is clear 
from quotations from the archives that many a fort was built by 
invitation , rather than forced upon the population; both parties 
benefited from the presence o( trading posts. 

Although the most profitable commodity has long been struck from 
the books, this account makes it cle:tr that the onus for that 
particular trade could not be pinned down sol:dly on one only of 
the partners - we refer, of course. to the slave trade. As far as 
one can rely on exi>ting records , it appears that some twenty to 
thirty mill ion slaves were ferried acro.s the Atlantic in the four and 

COMMERCIAL ALLIANCES 

A.\V. Lawrence: "Trade Castles and Forts of West Africa" 
(Jonathan Cap~, 1963, 63f-) 

a half centuries during which the trade flourished. That means 
twenty persons a day, at least three of whom perished en route. 
These were not the only people to lose their lives in the undertaking: 
a ship would lose roughly one-third of its company before the 
roundtrip was over, and the landlubbers sent out from Europe rarely 
survived a second two-year term on the coast. That coast was 
known as the Gold Coast, a name derived from the seemingly 
abundant presence o( the metal in tbosc early days. Long after the 
gold had dwindled into insignificance, the name persisted, until the 
country at the back of it gained independence and became known 
as Ghana. 

After the historical background, each castle and fort is treated 
singly; for the general re:oder this is not the most inviting part of 
the book, but it is nevertheles' of great interest, with many particulars 
on the life of the inmate> and of the surrounding towns or villages to 
enliven it. 

Nearly a hundred photos and some fifty drawings - mainly plans 
of course- have been added to the text. Being Dutch , we regret 
that the author abandoned the thou~ht of examining the State Archives 
in The Hague; they may contain onformation of primary interest on 
the subject. 

What do they do ..... ? 

H ere is one man's ~hipboard hobby: model yacht-building 
by Chief Engineer W. Bakker, now aboard m.v. Straat 
van Diemen. 
Whilst sailing in m.v. Tjipanas, Mr Bakker built a true 
scaled copy of an exis:ing sea-going yacht, as a birthday 
present for h is son Marcel. A good 150 hours of spare 
time were spent in building the model , which was con
structed in exactly the same fashion as a full-sized boat, 
even down to the miniature planks used in the making 
of the hu ll. 
The new owner is proudly showing his birthday present 
to Chief Engineer Snoek's son, H ans. 

A labour of lov~ . " Ask your dad to build you on~ too . . 
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C ROSS WORD PUZZLE 
by Mr S.G. Vriend (Amsterdam) 

ACROSS:-
1. When there arc connections between mauers, they are . 

6. A >hip is often thi > when carrying much heavy cargo in the 
middle hatches. 

II. Name of the island best known to most of the R.l. L.-family. 

12. lletwcen the moments of departure and going full ahead, the 
'hip's speed is ..... 

16. Abbreviations of the name of a widely known British (Common-
wealth's) motorcar association. 

17. Spanish word for she. 

18. Space in the top ;torey cf many homes (plural). 

19. Dutch word for "lesson" (ask your nearest Dutch friend). 

DOWN:-
2. Not short. 

3. A ;ct of three performers. 

4. Shou ld be done by the ,hip's bell when lying at anchor during 
fog. To make it ea>ier for landlubber>: church bells do it e n 
Sundays. 

5. Kind of mineral; med in powdered form by people (babies like 
it especially!) to prevent ill effects by chafing. 

6. The proper end of a ship after having done its service for the 
company. 

7. Forms the cargo mostly carried by our ships. 

8. Should be avoided at all times by all ships, motorcars, other 
vehicles and walking people I 

9. (A kind of earth having) a yellow colour. 

10. 'arne of a high mountain ridge in South America. 

12. Name of a place in Holland very well known to all R.I.L. 

20. Animal of a kind that often is shipped from Australia together 
with and 1 or instead of sheep. 

21. Abbreviated name of one of our services between Japan and 
Africa. 

22 . Alternatively. 
23. Certain anim al> usc it to protect thcmsdve;; so doe> a ship in 

fog. 
24. Maybe rou do it when you cannot find the word . 
27. Name of the place where many of our ships have been built. 
30. & 32. Together they form the name of one of our port> of ca!l 

in South Africa (two words). 
33. & 34. arc the same words; this is when port upon port a shio 

is "in a hurry'' caused by: "vertical 2+ 15+28". 

people; it can be found on the poop of every >hip of the 
company. 

13. Brazilian word for "company". 

14. The "freight-charge per ton" paid for cargo transport. 

15. Whiling away precious mcmcnts. 

2 1. Perfume-like liquids . 

23. Move or act with great haste . 

25 . It tastes sweet, even when it is attached to the moon. 

26 . The parts into which our trading region has been divided, each 
under an R.l.L.-Represemative. 

28. It is inexhaustible, yet it is precious. 

29 . Of a sour nature, it can be dangerous when being taken &. 
transported when in a concentrated condition. 

30. Cutting side of a blade. 

3 1 . One of the 'things we trade with. 

32. Part of our Company Name . 

(A small prize will be given to the sender of the first correct solution opened on 15th May). 
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Mrs Amy Cl1a11 (HK HO PZ) pru~nt~d a 'lucky ~nvdope' to Mr 
Ho at Clun~s~ Nelli Year . 

CHINESE CORNER 

I t i ~ hoped that we w ill be able from time to rime to print 
in Chinese a few item~ which a rc of particular interest 
to our C hinese readers. 

W e have rhis n~onth a message from Mr H o On, wh:> 
has been in a Ilong Kong hospital ever since 1957, follow
ing an accident whilst he served on board m.v. Tjilu wah : -
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COMPANY 

Photo by kmd permiuion of the South China Mormng Post 

HYDROFOIL IN HONG KONG 

W hen the V.N.S. vessel Aagtekerk arrived in H ong Kong 
on l'ith February, the bright red, white and blue colours 
of the hydrofoil on her deck drew all eyes. This is the 
first of the three hydrofoj[s destined for the H ong Kong
Macao run (see our June, 1963 issue), and all three were 
carried on Dutch ships from Italy. 

The voyage on a hydrofoil is expected to take about ll 
hours, as against the 3 ~ hours of more conventional vessels. 

PERSONALITIES 

Jhr. C.L.C. van Kretschmar, O nderd irecteur , lcfr H ong 
Kong on 6th March, on H ome L eave. 

Mr P. van Scbaardenburg will be taking over as R.T.L.'s 
Representative in Manila at the beginning o£ April from 
Mr H .C.G.L. Ribbink, who will be going on H ome Leave. 

NEW SHIPS IN JAPAN 

The re was unusual intcres: in the Str3at F-ships on their arrival at Yokohama for the first time. 
On board the 'Straar Frankl in' in January b a group of IU.L. visitors with Captain P .J. Balder (centre). On his right 
is Mr E.M. van Rhoon (Manager for Japan) and on his left Jhr. C.L.C. van Kretschmar (Onderd irectcur), R.I.L.'s Agent 
in Yokohama, Mr J.J. van Steenbergen (right) and the Superintendent, Yokohama, Mr E.F. Moen (left) , complete 
rhe group. 
O n board rhe Straat F reetown in February, C hief Engineer Dubois and Captain Rose (right) share a joke wirh pretty 
'Miss Yokohama'. 



LOG BOOK 

HEAVY LIFT 

From Mr H.M.R. Banens in Durban comes this photograph 
of a bulldozer from Kobe being lifted by the Durban 
floating crane from m.v. Straat Chatham. 

R.I.L. ACTIVITIES 

m.v. Van Waerwijck loaded aga in in China pom at the 
end of March for Indonesia, and will return via Hong 
Kong. 

R.I.L. WEDDING 

Last month we announced briefly the marriage between 
Captain Wim Mieog of the Straat Cook and Miss Cita 
Kuiken (HK MH Passage). As this was a real R.I.L. 
wedding, we are happy now, in accordance with custom, 
to publish a photograph of the two R. I.L. 'ers cutting their 
wedding cake. 

The bride's father, Captain ). Kuiken of Tj iwangi 
(AJHAS), was just dropping anchor in Sydney on 31st 
J:muary, but the rest o( Cita's fam ily went down to 
Singapore with her to meet the Strant Cook (INDIA$). 
Mr P. Hulleman, Operations Manager for K.P.M. Singn
pore, gnve the bride away at the Presbyterian Church. 

As is obvious &om the photograph (taken at the reception 
in Mr Hutleman's home) all is very 'shipshape' in the 
Mieog family! 

CONGRATULATIONS J 

Capta in W.A. Giel on board m.v. T jitjalengka con
gratulates sim ul taneously Oonkeyman Man Wong (left) 
and Pantryman Hui Yue on their long sen•ice to the 
Company. 

Officers and crew assembled on the festive- looking deck 
at Chinese New Year to see these two 'old-timers' receive 
thei r inscribed watches, and Storekeeper Yue Kar Fat was 
there with his camera to record the occasion for us. 

And here on board the 'Straat Rio', whilst the ship was at 
Buenos Aires, is Senior Steward Wong Fook receiving his 
watch (rom Captain E.M. Orukker (right). 

~M·~~M~~~anmA~~( ~)&~-R~~ 

~*~~~~*li~~~~··~~-·~~mre• ·*~ 
~!Ji~!!t!~~-®Jo 

~ J;,llff 5G £!. • Z: W )iliJJ!l ~ ..t ~ iH~i. I JSJ71HI~ 1t Efl ,flj_t 

8~~~=~~-·ftm· r±~Jn•n**·~-~m 
~ffl~o 

±trm!f!~ffd±W1Jo~:tnm~nJ~.XifiJJ~l4!?J-~ re ~ • !It! 
WB·~~~&frli~~~~-~M~C~nM~~--~ 
i1<R{ftl) 



SHIPS OF THE WEEK 
There were big sm iles from all the relatives in Holland 
on 13th February , when recordings were made at the 
'Gooiland Grand Hotel' in Hilversum, to be broadcast to 
m.v. Straat Clarence, as ' Eastsh ip ' and m.v. Straat 
Cumberland as 'Westship' (left). 

STAMP COLLECTORS AHOY I 

A nother Sou th Ame rican collector, this Lime Mr Eric H. 
Clemeur in Buenos Aires, has sent us 6 more stamps 
showing pictures of ships on stamps. 

T he last five are all issued by the Republic of Sa n Marino, 
and have on them pictures of ancient vessels:-

1 Lire - Egyptian cargo vessel 2000 B.C. 

2 
" 

- three-sailed Greek vessel 2 A.D. 

3 
" 

- Roman trireme 1 A.D. 

4 
" 

- Viking longship 10 A.D. 

5 
" 

- Caravel ' Santa Maria' 

(Christopher Columbus) 1942 

The rema111tng stamp ( 1.35 Lei) comes from Roumania, 
showing one of their modern ships, the Oltenita. 

SHORE LINES 

T he flowering-tree on the back page of the February 

issue led some people astray, but most correctly 

guessed that the Ruys-type vessel in the background 

was lying in Manila harbour. 

This month's winner of HK$15 is Mr R.M. Davis of 

Messrs Keller Bryant & Co. Ltd. We are not just 

sure how long 'Keller Bryant's' have acted for the 

Company in London , but there is a letter in the 

f. C.f.L. archives dated 5th May 1916, in which their 

assistance is requested for buying of machinery for 

the construction of s.s. Tjisalak and s.s. Tjileboet in 

the Netherlands. It is on record that they were 

appointed as Agents for Messrs K.P.M. on 1st 

January, 18901 
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On the 14th , the day of the broadcast, the smiles on 
board the ships must have been just as wide. The Straat 
Clarence was at Sydney, and the Stra:H Cumberland at 
Tanga, in East Africa. 

PERSONNEL (continued) 

T he following personnel 
Mr A.J. Gerber~ 

, G.J .H . de Reus 
, A. E. Dinger 
, F.J. Andre 
, B.W .P . Mcnsing.t 
, J. T am boer 
, j.K.D. ten 1-Joedt 

M. W .l\1. 1-Ju veneers 
, P.F.M. Starmans 

Mi ss M.C. Summers 
Mr G.H.J. van Echtcn 

, A .W . van lfcmmcn 

LEAVE 

went on leave : 
2nd Officer 

" 3rd 
4th 
,, , 

2nd Engineer 
3rd 
5th 

,, " 
Stcwardc" 
Ad j. Chef 

Those who returned are : 

Mr R.J . Piso 
., J .C. llcrmam 
, B.J . Kosse 
, J.C. van Veen 
, C.M.H.v.d. Vcldcn 
, J. Landwaan 
, J. van Duyn 
, A.J .G. Strcngbult 
, G. T omassen 
, K .v.cl . Zee 
, J.N. Lohuis 

Cb. Ofiicer 
3rd 

,, ,, 
2nd Eng-ineer 
3rd 

" 4th 
5th 

f'OS!t'd IO 

m.v. Straat Chatham 
Ruys 
Ruy< 

s.s. Tjikampek 
m.v. Tjil uwah 

Tjibantjet 
Tjiliwcng 

, Boissevain 
Straat Freetown 

, Straat Freetown 
Straar Malakka 

.. 



PERSONNEL 

NEW PERSONNEL 

A hearty welcome is extended to the fo llowing 
new R .l .L. 'ers who recently took up employment: 

i\lr G. van Aggelen 
,, P. j .v.d. Berg 
• , P.j. Engels 
, G .S. Geenen 
, R.A . Groenendijk 
, A. de Jager 
. , V. H.M. Ligthan 
, j.V. Mulder 
, F.J. I I. Roelof>en 
, W. Roos 
,, 1-l.T. Scha:tf 
., H. Boele 
, A.F.C. van Eldik 

SUCCESSFUL 

Our congratulations 

4th Officer 

Appr. E~gineer 
Employe 

EXAMINATIONS 

go to officers, 
who passed exam inations 

the following 
as indicated below: 

Mr ) .C. Hermans 3rd Officer ll 
,, H. Ya n Kapel Th.ll 

" 
E.E. Lubach Th.ll 

, W .P. van Ocrs T h .ll 
, K .j .v.d . Veer T h. II 

R.B. de Vries 
3~~1 " IJ 

F.). Bruil E nginec.:r B 
, ).v.d. Zec 4th Th.B 

P.L C . de Kundcr 5th ASW 
PL. Kuzec ASW 

" J.N. Lohuis A 
j .).A . M.trttin ASW 

, J .C. Noordermeer A 
C. ). Slegt VD 

" 
) .P. H .M. Smet' A 

PROMOTIONS 

O ur congratulations go to the following personnel 
who were promo:ed to 5th Engineer;: 

r 
31- 1·64 
15- 1-64 
9- 1-64 

24- 1-64 
15- J.64 
27- 1-64 
29- 1-64 
15- 1-64 
16- 9-63 
2 1- 9-63 
17- 1 -6 ~ 
2 1- 9-63 

3- 2-64 
3- 10-63 

17· 1-64 

1\lr P.L.C. de Kunder 
, P.L. Kuzee 

retroactive P"r 16- 9- 1963 
2 1- 9- 1963 

, ) .J .I\. Marttin 
, C.j . Slegt 

TRANSFERS OF CAPTAINS 

AND CHIEF ENGINEERS 

3-10- 1963 

Captain P.J-1. Zwcers, Master of m v. Ruys, was po,ted to m.v. 
Straat Banka . 

Captain E.M. Drukkcr, Master of m.v . Straat BanJ..a, was posted to 
m . v. Ruys . 
Capmin W.F.l-1. Gerken, Master o f m.v. Straat Magclhaen, went o n 
intermediate leave. 

Captain A. ) . Zonnevijllc wa• po,ted to m.v . Straat Magclhaen follow
; ng home leave. 

Captain W.H. Schroder, Master of s.s . Tjipondok, went on inter
mediate leave. 
Captain L P. Wcststrate was posted to s.s. Tjipondok following home 
leave. 

-----=-
~--=
~ ---=<:::-- - -

Acting Captain G. Pothant, \laster of m. v. Straat Clarence, was 
posted to m.v. Straat Johorc. 
Captai n D. Procec, Master of m.v . Straat Johore, was po,ted to 
m . v. Straat C larence. 
Chi ef Engineer J . Stoop of m. v. Straat Mozambique went on home 
leave. 
Chid Engineer J.R. Mc)·er of m .v. Straat Banka was posted to m.v . 
Straat Mozambiq ue. 
Chief Engineer A.P.C. Rcynhoudt of m.v. Straat Si ngapore was 
posted to m. v. Str:tat Banka. 
Chief Engineer C. Schavcmakcr was posted to m.v. Straat Singapore 
following home leave. 
Chief Engineer R. Jonker of m.v. Straat Chatham went on home 
leave. 
Chief Engineer F .M. J-1. Heeke" wa> posted to m.v. Straat Chatham 
fo llowing home leave. 

TRANSFERS SHORE STAFF 

Mr C.J. van Tuil and Mr I-I.E. Kcrkmeyer, lloofd
employes, were transferred [r(,m Floating Staff to 
Shore Staff ( I-lK HO ND). 

Mr H .M. R. Banens, Employe, was tramferred from Durban to 
I-lK 1-lO. 

LEAVING { OR LEFT ) SERVICE i 
Mr R. Reichwein 3 rd Engineer end of contract · 

(temp. service) 
W .] . Viertclhauzen Appr. Engineer own request 

FAMILY NEWS 

New Arrivals 
To Mr D . Ma (HK 1-10 PZ-Crew) a son, Arthur, 
on I Hth March. 

Weddings 
1\t the Hague, l'vlr A.J. Dijbtra to Mi ss L. Schun,claar 
on 4th April. 
In Am;~erdam, Mr J.W .J-1. Wci"ink to Miss P.A.v .d. Marel 
on 4th April. 

SHORE LINES 

~ 
IJI I 

On the back cover is a photograph of a place wel l
known to many R.I.L.-crs. If you th ink you can 
recognize it, please wri te tG the Editor, heading your 
entry "Shore Lines- April " . The reader who 
names the place correctly will be g iven a prize. 
Shore staff of the area concerned m ay not enter. 

If more than one correct solution is received, lots will 
be drawn to decide the winner. 

Each reader may send One Entry 
reach the Editor by May 15th. 
be announced in the June issue. 

O nly, which must 
The winner will 

See page 78 for the winner of February's Com
petition. 

YE O LOE PRINTER I E L TO 



.. Wool Snorler •· 

1' ·1 ,]ing lor lifun"' fntl r [,,.,]c, ~"~ of wool 

.11 the \, l llH' tllllC. 

(11/wtr,lted l>t \lr I C I G • 'c em On Leu /'I!) 

A LANDLUBBER'S LEXICON 

SHORE LINES 

(\CC lll'llk b.~Ck CO\·er) 
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