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ROYAL BIRTHDAYS 

H .M. Queen Juliana 
3oth April. 1909 

(l'hnln M.C . ;'vleyf>nom) 

fro :n tht rdi tor . . . . . 

In t his issue we :~re pleased to publish some photogra phs 
of the bunching of STRAA'l' CuMJJER I.ANn, rec.:ived from 
IU.L. Amsten.lam. 

T he article "Wh::tt is a conference?" may rever~! to you 
some new aspects of the shipping conferences system. 

From Captain B.G. Bloemers, M::tster of m.v. VAN DER 
HAG EN we received some nice photogr::tphs of h is ship ::tnd 
her passengers, two of which are p ublished in this issue. 

Mr G.M. Pliester , M:w ager o f JU.L. 's Passage Dept 
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H .M. Q ueen Eliz::tbeth II 
21st 1\ pri l, 1920 

---~-----------

H .K . H .O., contrihuted an interesting article on N ew 
Zealand. 

IU.L. Durban and Sydney sent us reports and photographs 
of two farewell parties held to mark the retirem en t of 
Captr~in Ch.J.C . Poelman, Master of m.v. TJINJ;GARA ::tnd 
Mr L. v::tn Hulst, C hief E ng ineer of m.v. STRAAT SrNGAT'ORF. . . 

The next issue will be compiled by a new editor, Mr 
G .D.M. Boot of the Freight Dept H.K. H.O. The present 
editor would like to thank you for your cooperation and 
hopes that you will continue sending in your contributio ns 
so that the R .l.L. l'o.il will keep growing in interest (and 
perhaps in size). 



STRAAT CUMBERLAND 

On February 2oth m.v. STRAAT CUMBERLAND 

was launched at the shipyard "De Merwede ", 

Hardinxveld-Giessendam. 

Mrs A. H. Korthals, wife of the Netherlands 

Minister for Transport, christened the ship and 

the photograph shows her cutting the last rope 

under the watchful eyes of her husband and 

the Managing Director of the yard, Mr C. 

Hoenderkamp. 

For various reasons STRAA T CUMBERLAND is 

of special interest: To the shipyard because she is 

the largest vessel ever launched from the yard; 

to R.I.L. because she is the 25th ship added to 

the fleet after the war and the 2oth ship launched 

during the same period. 

The keel for STRAA T CUMBERLAND was laid 

on June 11th, 1959, and delivery is expected to 

take place on September I oth, 1960. 



WHAT IS A CONFERENCE? 

An answer to the abot•e question-in rclat 'ou to tl1e shippiug business- was recently git•en by ,'v(r M .C. Kieft, Managing Direc/or of the 
Royal Netlu:rlliiJds Steamship Co . (K.N .S.M ) , to a gJwtp of Amerimn visitors. 
We are grateful to Mr Kieft and to the Edito1· of " De Kroom•lag" - - K.N.S .M .'s House Magazine- for the permission grault'd to reproduce 
tl1is speech , which s!Jould be of interest to et•eryonc m nuected with shipping. 

A LINER COMPANY'S VIEWS 

ON THE PURPOSE AND FUNCTION'ING OF SHI Pl' l!'f; 

CONFERENC ES 

AND THE ENCROACHMEl'.'TS OF OUTSIDERS I S THE 

FI ELD OF THE REGULAR SHll'l'ING LINES 

The shipping companies engaged in regular liner sen· icc~ 
form an indispensable link in the constant in terchange of 
goods in foreign commerce throughout the world. 

The in:erests of shippers, receivers and shipping compauie> 
are best served and foreign trade is stimulated by a construc
tive and realistic policy which must include : reliable and 
frequent services, stable freight-rates (not to be confused 
with rigid rates), fair treatment to the users and economical 
operation of the requi red tonnage. 

Such a policy is obtainable only if the shipping companies 
engageJ in a particular trade associate them·;clves in a 
shipping conference in order to give shape and reality to 
these concepts. 

In virtually all of the world 's trade routes shipping con· 
ferences, each relating to a particular trade, have been 
formed. Even though there has been little or no inter
conference communication they have many things in 
common, particularly in regard to their way of functioning . 

When regarding the purpose and fu nctioning of shipping 
conferences it is necessary also to pay attention to the 
encroachments by non-conference operators, or outsiders, 
in the field of the regular liner companies. 

Conferences are keenly aware of the fact that the combined 
services of their member lines must offer a high degree 
of efficiency. Their ships must be fitted to carry a great 
variety of cargo to serve and stimulate commerce in the 
broadest sense. They must not and will not discriminate 
between "easy" cargo and " difficult' ' cargo; they serve 
major ports and minor ports; they give regular sailings 
regardless of whether much or little cargo is offered and 
they must maintain a great frequency of sailings. A "high 
degree of efficiency" entails not only that their ships be 
fitted out to accommodate all varieties of cargo and carry 
the cargo safely across the oceans, but their regular line 
operations impose upon them moral and physical obligations 
which transcend by far the simple necessities of the outsider. 

The conference lines must maintain costly installations 
for the receiving, stowing, separating and delivery of the 
various kinds of cargo they must carry; they require an 
extensive administrative apparatus for the proper docu
mentation of the cargo, for cost accounting, for claims 
administration, for economic research and for determining 
a constructive rate policy which will promote trade rather 
than obstruct it. 
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:--.1 . 11 . It is i mmaterial whether sales Jre made on c.i f. -b:hi> or en 
f .o.b. or f. a .s .. basis ; the freight form s always ' l certai n pan of 
the price a t destination irrespective of whcth(·r the ' hipper or 
the consignee pays fc:r it. 

The ou· sider certainly cannot carry all the cargo, he may 
not even possess a single ship and he may merely have 
chartered a vessel. In many cases he will only obtain a 
relati\·ely small percentage of the total trade. Yet, the effect 
of his underquotations will in the fiel d of prices have a 
profoundly disturbing influence on the entire trade. 

It is noteworthy that the inevitable reaction of shippers 
to the entry of an outsider in a particular trade is always 
and withou~ exception that they prevail upon the conference 
to adjust its rates to the level of the outsider for the prime 
purpose of establishing equality of rates. 

That is a serious step for a conferenc~ to take. It i> 
prevailed upon to lower its rates mostly on those com
modities which the out>ider can conveniently carry and 
to/ from the major ports of call. The freight earnings of 
the conference lines are then to be reduced covering a large 
se~ment of the trade. Ironically, while the outsider may 
perhaps carry ro per cent of certain commodities in such a 
trade, the conference lines must make their sacrifices over 
the other 90 per cent and maintain all their obligations in 
respect of dependability of service, efficiency and rrequency. 

Whik the outsider is by heart and vocation an opportunist, 
there are also some shippers who are out for a quick profit. 
Even though the great majority of shipper s are advocates 
of the conference system, there are opportunists who create 
havoc in the world market by attracting and supporting 
outsiders. Some of these shippers are international jobbers 
without an established residence who commute between 
the world's industrial centres and who practise dumping 
methods to the detriment of traditional traders. 

The latter turn inevitably to the conferences for sustenance 
because they are in a position somewhat similar to the 
regular shipping lines. Since there is definite affinity 
between the carriers and the ·shippers in general, it is logical 
that various forms of loyalty-binding have come into being 
dating back to the early times of the development of world 
shipping. The policy of stability and permanence by the 
conference lines is one form of loyalty from the carriers 
to the shippers; the deferred rebate system or the dual 
rate system is another, directed from the shipp\~rs towards 
the carriers. 

This loyalty binding inherent in the deferred rebate or the 
contract system is not discriminatory, because the same 
facilities are offered to any shipper. 



Some outsiders have been vociferous in their protests about 
the counter-actions taken by the conferences. They would 
have rules established which tie the conferences down in 
their endeavours to resist them. They do so in cynical 
disregard of the impossible si tuation which would result 
therefrom. 

A sense of continuity, durability, respectively of permanence 
forms the main characteristic of the average liner company. 
The awareness of a high degree of responsibility typifies 
the relationship between both the liner company and the 
users and between the management and the sea-going and 
shore-based personnel. The latter are also deeply aware of 
their association with an enterprise which is not "here 
today and gone tomorrow". It is in these respects that 
there exists an irreconcilable difference in identities of 
purpose between the conference lines and the outsider. 

It is obvious that the conference lines endeavour to engage 
in profitable operations, but it is equally true that by 
quoting excessively high freight-rates they would quickly 
price themselves out of the market. The conference system 
carries with it a built-in element of security against exces
sive freight-rates in that it is based on free enterprise and 
is sensitive to competitive conditions. Among themselves 
the members of a conference are invariably engaged in keen 
competition. By the very fact that their individual relations 
with their customers are important to the measure of success 
of their operations, they will invariably be the defenders 
of the users' interests in the conference deliberations on 
rates and conditions. . 

For this reason alone the rate policy of a conference is apt 
to reflect low rather than high freight-rates. However, 
there is another reason why the competitive element tends 
towards low rates: conferences are themselves also engaged 
in competition with other conferences. If a particular 
conference would embrace a policy of hi\ih freight-rates in 
a given trade route, it would soon find itself outbid by 
another conference serving that trade from another point 
of origin. 

The conflict between conference lines and outsiders is not 
simply a question of high or low freight-rates. The non
conference operator would have his supporters believe that 
he is the individualist who breaks a monopoly and promotes 
trade, but nothing is farther from the truth. 

The quintessence of the matter is tha t the outsider, like the 
conference line, is out for a profit. He is the opportunist 
"par excellence". H e wishes the conference line to maintain 
its level of rates while he underquotes these rates by as 
little as possible. He is not beset by any of the moral or 
physical obligations which are imposed upon the regular 
conference members. He can pick and choose the cargo 
he finds attractive and the ports that suit him. He drops 
out of the trade when he discovers greener pastures else
where, or he disappears altogether. In some cases former 
outsiders have joined membership of a conference and they 
are now among the defenders of the conference system. 
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The conferences have no alternative but to fight the out
siders. If they do not resist an d maintain their rates 
unaltered their clients will bring h eavy pressure to bear 
on them. The conference-shipper whose price quotations 
depend on the combination "cost-insurance-freight" will 
find himself outbid by his competitor whose c.i.f.-price may 
be based on the outsider's freight-ra:e. The difference in 
prices will be the equivalent of the amount by which the 
outsider underquotes the conferenc~. In countries where 
import duties are levied on basi s of c.i.f. - values the 
differences will be even greater. 

If it is assumed for th e sake of argument that by legislation 
or by voluntary agreement a non-conference operator would 
be free to underquote the conference lines , then a crude 
form of discrimination would emerge which would have 
precisely the same effect as if one manufacturer of a certain 
article would be permitted to sell at a lower price while 
all the other manufacturers of that article would be for
hidden to adjust their prices. 

The non-conference operator would carry a certain part of 
the cargo at lower rates and the users of the non-conference 
vessel would have an unfair advantage over the shippers 
who use the conference lines. T he demand for space in 
non-conference vessels would consequently increase by leaps 
and bounds and the regular lines with their fleets of 
specialized ships would be driven from the seas. 

As long as the outsiders are above and beyond the law, 
or the rules and regulations of tl1e conferences, respectively 
wherever the conferences are seriously restrained from 
defending themselves effectively against the outsiders, they 
are placed at a great disadvantage against the rate-cutting 
opportunists. 

In times of prosperity the outsiders are less incl ined to 
molest the conference lines because they can invariably find 
more lucrative employment as open market rates are high. 
Only when the charter rates and open market rates are 
depressed, then the field of the regular lines is invaded 
and then the outsider is heard to complain against the 
conferences which resist his encroachments. H e is keenly 
interested in the stability of conference rates, but only as a 
means to an end. The fact that he creates grave dis
turbances by his rate-cutting and thereby cames severe 
instability in prices is of no concern to him. 

There is only one answer to this challenge: the conferences 
must fight the outsiders and in simple terms the loyalty 
binding between carriers and shippers is reminiscent of an 
old signal in the international shipping code: 

•· LET US KEEP TOGETHER FOR MUTUAL SUPPORT" 

(letters I Nj 



NEW HOLDEN 

Mr B.H .M. Maxwell, Assistant Australian 
Trade Commissioner at Johannesburg, 
had his new Holden car shipped by 
STRAAT MADURA from Sydney to Durban. 

Inspecting the car, a station wagon, just 
before discharge are (from 1. to r .) Mr 
Maxwell, Mr W . Hollard, Representative 
of Messrs Williams Hunt, Holden dealers, 
and Captain B.A. Ashworth of R.I.L., 
Durban. 

SPRAY 

Her Majesty Queen Juliana paid a visit to the Experimental 
Tank at Wageningen, where ship's models are being tested 
to obtain exact data about speed and required engine power 
for a ship that is going to be built. These models have 
exactly the same design as the future ship and are reduced 
to scale. 

To match the conditions at sea, the large tank has been 
equipped with an installation to imitate waves and swell , 
so it is possible to watch the behaviour of the future ship 
during bad weather. 

The very complicated calculations made during the tests 
are worked out by an electronic computer. In the near 
future underwater television cameras will be installed which 
will enable the scientists to observe the behav:our of the 
ship under the sea level during rough weather conditions. 
The lines of the submerged part of a ship are very im
portant, not only for its strength, but especially to obtain 
the ideal shape with maximum speed and minimum of 
power (fuel consumption). 

Not only ship's models are tested at Wageningen, extensive 
trials have also been made with models of ships propellers. 
Lately it has been proven in this laboratory that the 
"Ducted" Propellers for sea-going ships are more efficient 
than the classic type: Cavitation and vibration are less. 

An entirely new method of preparing food is demonstrated 
at the " Iglo-Restaurant" in the spectacular Euro-mast at 
Rotterdam. This way of preparing food can be of interest 
to ships. The system has been developed by Philips and 
"Vita" (Unilever Concern). The meals are prepared, but 
on plastic plates and deep-frozen; to prepare the food for 
consumption the plates are conveyed through a magnetronic 
oven. At the other side of this " magnetic-oven " the 
meals appear with a temperature of 8o degrees C. and are 

ready for consumption. According to reports the taste is 
delicious! 

A new echo-sounder for tankers has been invented. With 
this instrument it is possible to register depths of only two 
feet below the keel of large tankers. Kelvin & Hughes have 
developed an apparatus for t8,ooo tonners, and Marconi 
Marine have brought one on the market for 32,000 ton 
tankers. These sensitive instruments are extremely valuable 
to harbour masters and authorities in charge of dredging 
activities in harbours or along the coast. 

Ships are increasingly specialized for the transport of certain 
cargoes. The Marine Transport Line of New York will 
adapt a ship especially for the carriage of rice in bulk. 
The ship will be named Rice Queen. It will carry rice 
from Stockton (Cal.) to San Juan on Puerto Rico for account 
of rice producers in Sacramento. 

A new salvage company has been formed- the Ship & 

Cargo (Salvage) Ltd. A capital of £ 3oo,ooo has been 
invested. From the British Navy the "Ocean Salvor" has 
been taken over. This ship is one of the largest of this 
type in the world and will be stationed at a port between 
Suez and Singapore. 

On May 7th the association of retired personnel of the 
J.C.J.L. and K.J.C.P.L. ("Oud Roest") will have a reunion 
in the " Plankeni ers Th ea t er" at Naarden. The 
"Plankeniers", a group of amateur actors, will give a 
performance of Peter Coke's comedy "A breath of Spring" 
("Ping, zei de klok"). After the play the reunists have an 
opportunity to meet one another. A "snack" wiU be 
served. According to the number of "reservations", many 
"old timers" will be present while a great number of 
"active" members of R.I.L.'s staff from the Amsterdam 
H.O. and abroad will join this yearly event. 

W.F.H.B. 
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THE OUTSIDERS 

After shooting some scenes at Hong Kong for 
the film " T he Outsiders", ac tors and production 
crew of a joint American-Japanese film u nit from 
Westminster Films, of Pasadena, California and 
Rengo-Aiga Motion Pictures, T okyo, travelled 
last year from Hong Kong to Kobe by the VAN 
DER H AGEN. 

D uring the voyage further shots were made and 
the VAN DER HAGEN is now part of the fi lm 's 
location. Although we do not know th e actual 
story o f this firm, we nevertheless think t hat, 
once the fi lm is released, readers m ight like to 
see it and will therefore bear its ti tle in mind. 

The photognlphs show Mr L.T. Nakano, the 
japanese actor taking pan in the film, and 
n1.v. VAN DER HAC.EN just before departure from 
Hong Kong. 

J 



HOW MUCH IS A TON! 

A SHORT HISTORY OF CARGO 

AND SHIP MEASUREMENT 

An article in "The Com pass"- the magazine tmblished by 
Socony Mobil Oil Co., Inc.,- deal,· with the question of 
tonnage measurement. This is a subject which has vexed 
and confused a wide number of people, and in view of this 
we reproduce below the magazine's article, dealing with the 
history and explanation of the various terms used in ,·efer
ence to cargo measurement. 

History never bothered to record the name of the first vessel 
to accept cargo for a price. It is reasonable to assume, 
though, that the m:~ster must ha\'e ~cratched his head over 
how much the shipper should be charged . Obviously, this 
happened many centuries ago, long b~fore any means of 
accurate measurements were devised. 

Greek and Roman vessels in Mediterranean commerce were 
probably first responsible for establishing a basis for me:~sur
ing c:~rgo. As far as can b:: determined, the basis was 
discovered by accident, the natural result of using what 
was at hand. It was the cu~tom with ancient commercial 
nations to carry liquid cargo, such as wine and olive oil, in 
fairly large jars. Convenience or language usage changed 
the name of "jar" to "cask." The word cask underwent 
further change when it contained wine, even~u:tlly being 
called a tun of wine. Since wine was probably the largest 
single shipping commodity in early Jays, tht: tun became 
the measuring unit for designating a ship's cargo capacity. 
Nowhere does it specify whether this measuremt:nt was for 
hold only or for both deck :~ nd hold. 

The actual word used by the Greeks and Romans to design
ate a cask of wine is not overly important to the !\tory. 
Webster's Dictionary of the English lnnguage lists the word 
tun as n variant of the Anglo·Saxon tunne. Because of the 
Latin impact upon A nglo·Saxon etymology, it is reasonable 
to speculate that the Romans used either the same word or 
one very similar to mean a cask of wine. 

During tht: r4th and rsth centuries, vessel tonnages or 
tunnages were figured by the number of tuns of wine th:n 
could be carried in the hold. An Act of Parliament passed 
in 1423 actually specified the leg~1l size of a tun of wine. 
This Act stated that it was to contain not less than ::52 
g:~llons (olJ English measure). In dimensions, the cask 
measured about 40 cubic feet and allowing for rounding, 
actually about 42 cubic feet. The btLer figure w:ls fixeJ 
by Louis XIV in r687 to represent a ton of shipping. 
Convenience of calculation, however, made the 40 cubic 

During the 17th century, further changes in the method of 
figuring ships' tonnages were developed. It became the 
practice to arrive at a figure by working from a vessel's 
main dimensions. The calculations required that allow
ances be made for the space wasted between tuns as stowed, 
and for hull design variations from a rectangular block 
(block coefficient). 

Parliament passed another act in r694 which specified that 
the tonnage of English merchant ships was to be calculated 

Lxll x l> Wh d' ' ] b ' from the fo rmula ---·- = tonnage. y tvtle y 94r 
!It 

Well, originally, division was by 100 cubic feet in order to 
reduce the cube to tonnage. Later 94 was adopted as the 
divider in order to allow for lost space. Rate-wise, this was 
more acceptable, and probably much more accurate. 

Several other methods were developed between 16;.14 and 
1749. Each new formula was u sed as the best way to 
arrive at tonnage figures until a better one ome along. 
Two of these methods are interesting for they show that 
considerable effort was made to come up with an accurate 
determination of a vessel's actual cube. The fi rst, developed 
in Ij20, was known as the H alf Breadth Rule. The 
tonnage derived ultimately became known as " builder's 
tonnage." The second which c:11ne into us;;: about 1773• 
was known as the Three-fifths Breadth Rule and comprised 

this formula: ~1-=-'~~:~~.~.2:~~ tonnage. Note that after 

so many years, the old 94 divider was still in use. 

In 1835 , another new measurement was dcvis:xl lor com
put ing cubic tonnage of vessels with clear holds. A very 
complicated rule, it entails four separate and distinct pro· 
cedures. On the other hand it was very simple to use for 
loadtd vessels. In the loaded case, this was the formula: 

~ x n x 2:. + dimensions of the poop + dimensions of engine-
tso 

ro01n. 

From r835 onward , various improvements were made in 
the tonnage computing system. As vessels grew larger, 
changed from wood to iron and from sail to power, it 
became increasingly e\'ident that several different types of 
tonnages had to be devised, each covering a separate classi
lication. Conseguently, today, the following systems are 
universally used by the Aeets of the world. 

feet per ton measurement far more popular. r-------- -----------------------
This 40 cubic feet ton is still used in figuring 
cargo tonnage. 

Old records do not reveal when the won.l 
" tun" became " ton." Probably when Engl ish 
spelling was finally formalised, the sound of 
the spok en word indicated a spelling with an 
"o" instead of a "u." 



Gross tonnage is the measurement of space applied to the 
vessel herself and has nothing to do with cargo. It is 
determined by computing the volume of a ship's enclosed 
spaces, with certain exceptions, and then dividing the result 
by roo ro arrive at tonnage.. As mariners know, this 
tonnage has nothing to do with weight. It is, in fact, a 
measure of space available. Thus a vessel of 6ooo tons 
gross has 6oo,ooo cubic fee t of enclosed space. 

Net tonnage is a vessel's gross tonnage minus deductions 
for the space occupied by officers and crews' quarters, 
machinery, bunkers, pilot house, chartroom, radio shack, 
below deck anchor gear, stores, galley, bakery, toilets and 
baths. Originally, the net tonnage was intended to show 
earning capacity of the ship (passenger as well as cargo). 
It is pure! y a measurement and is the usual basis for taxa
tion, harbour dues, wharfage and pilotage charges. 

Deadweight tonnage is the number of long tons ( 2240 lb.) 
a vessel can carry in cargo, stores and bunkers. Actually, 
it is the difference between the number of tons of water 
a vessel displaces light, and the number she displaces loaded 
to h er deep load line. It is interchangeable with deadweight 
carrying capacity. 

Cargo tonnage is computed either on a weight or a measure
ment basis. When deadweight ton-carrying capacity is 
u sed, it usually infers a vessel 's carrying capacity, exclusive 
of fuel and stores. There is some divergence, however, in 
the ton itself. Both the United States and the United King
dom use the 2240 lb. measurement ton, while France, for 
example, uses the metric or 2204.6 lb. measurement ton 
(2204.6 lb = rooo kilograms). And the space occupied is 
usually figured at 40 cubic feet per ton. To cover this ton
nage more accurately, vessels almost always show the figure 
as cubic bale capacity. 

Displacement tonnage is in long tons and represents the 
weight of the vessel and her contents (vessels-of-war are 
usually classified by displacement tons). This measurement 
may be determined more practically and be less susceptible 
to error, by calculating the volume of water displaced by 
the ship's hull , expressed in cubic feet, and dividing the 
result by 35 which is the number of cubic feet in a long 
ton of sea water of average density. 

Panama Canal tonnage is determined by the Canal's 
authorities and is calculated on the net tonnage. The re
sultant figure is usually about 25 per cent. more tha n the 
one documented on the ship's registry. 

Suez Canal tonnage, upon which dues for passage are 
based, is calculated on the Moorsom system of ton measure
ments. The roo cubic feet is used but with certain differ
ences in deductions from gross tonnage. Again, this results 
in a net tonnage about 30 per cent. greater than the inter
nationally recognised figure appearing in the registry. 

Thames tonnage is still used to some: extent and was first 
established in 1885 by the Royal Thames Yacht Club. It 
is a slight variation of the older " h alf the breadth " rule 

L ·Il x B x t U 
and is worked out by the formula : ---

Di 

Thus \listory, fragmentary as it is, relates the story. The 
need to measure cargo for revenue purposes as well as the 
space available in which to carry it, challenged the think
ing of virtually everyone who invested funds and engaged 
in seagoing commerce. Obviously, the first method devised 
had to undergo change. That it did, reveals the unending 
consideration given to this vexing problem. And when 
chief mates supervise the preparation of documents intended 
for presentation to port authorities all over the world, they 
realise that the procedures followed and methods used are 
based upon findings that have resulted from centuries of 
trial and test, and experiment and development. 

To demonstrate that the term " ton " in itself is far from 
selfexplanatory, it suffices to mention that in shipping 
jargon at least 17 types of tons exist: Cubic tons, Dead
weight tons, Freight tons, Gram tons, Kilo tons, L ong 
tons, Manifest tons, Measurement tons, Mercantile tons, 
Metric tons, Register tons, Revenue tons, Scale tons, 
Shipping tons, Short tons, Space tons and Weight tons. 
Tons galore! 



NEW ZEALAND 

Having had the opportunity of attending the recent Pacific Area Travel Association conference at Christchurch in N ew 
Zealand- which country is extensively serviced by R.l.L. vessels -I would like to pass on some impressions regarding 
the country's major industry - Farming-, which to my mind m·e unforgettable experiences to any visitor to these islands. 

To begin with, here are a few facts about the country itself. 
New Zealand is a land where the unusual and the 
spectacular are almost the rule . . . . a land that is a 
sightseer's paradise. 

Its mainland extends nearly r,ooo miles from North to 
South, covering 14 degrees of latitude. Over nine-tenths 
of this area is accounted for by the two most important 
islands, the North (44,000 square miles) and the South 
(58,ooo square miles), separated by the narrow Cook S:rait. 
Her nearest neighbour - Australia - is some 1,200 miles to 
the north-west, though fortunately modern transport has 
considerably lessened New Zealand's isolation in the South 
Pacific ocean. 

I n briefly recalling New Zealand's history it will be 
remembered that the Islands were discovered in 1642 by the 
Dutch navigator Captain Abel T asman, and that in 1796 
Captain James Cook was the first white ,man to land on 
these Islands. The first organized settlement was about 
1840. Its area covers over ID3,000 square miles, approx. 
equal to England, Scotland and Wales. The lowland areas, 
relatively few and small in size, lie irregularly around the 
coast, and here live the great majority of its 2,331,000 
people, of whom 154,000 are Maoris, a Polynesian race. 

New Zealand is the world's largest exporter of dairy pro
ducts and lamb, and ranks second as a wool producer. T o 
put it into statistical figures, there are twenty sheep and 
one dairy cow to every New Zealander, but only one-fifth 
of the entire country's working population is engaged in 
the farming industry. 

Sheep shearing 

At the Canterbury Agricultural College, Lincoln, near 
Christchurch, Mr G. Bowen, who is the chief instructor 
of the New Zealand Wool Board, and also one of the 

outstanding shearers in the world today, explained that of 
the 700 million sheep in the world, 50 million were in New 
Zealand and that they all had to be shorn. The q uality 
of shearing is the most essential part; in other words taking 
the wool off the sheep smoothly and without cuts or 
blemishes. It takes a year to grow a fleece, but in a few 
seconds on the board, a lot of harm can be done if the 
shearer is careless in his work. 
Mr Bowen then gave a speed demonstration during which 
he shore two sheep in 65 sec. and 67 sec., ending it with his 
special ity of shearing a sheep blindfolded! 

Aerial topdressing 
Although a wide range of annual crops is grown, the 
country specialises in livestock pastorial p roduction. 
New Zealand is at present in a leading position in the use 
and development of aerial topdressing - which was intro
duced in 1949 - and the new agricultural aviation industry 
is playing an important part in this. 
Standing on a gentle slope in a valley, I attended such an 
aerial topdressing display with small aircraft . These were 
" loaded" from a four-wheel drive truck and trailer, and it 
was fascinating to watch these planes swoop low over the 
long, narrow and Bat paddocks, with clouds of super· 
phosphate billowing like smoke in their wake. 

G.M.P . 



FLOWERS & FASH IONS 

A flowery welcome awaits visitors to Japan when they arrive 
in the port of Kobe. 

These cordial greetings are extended by the port's " Sea 
Queen" and her " Deputy" who are elected in an annual 
contest and are often University students. 

During the BoiSSEVAIN's recent call at Kobe these two 
b<::autiful girls, carrying baskets of Bowers, came on board 
and presented each passenger with a posy, as can be seen 
in the photograph showing Mrs Perle Harford, a journalist, 
flanked on her right by the present Sea Queen Miss Kaori 
Nishiyama and on her left by her Deputy Miss Rumiko 
T atehashi. 

It goes without saying that for passengers the main 
ingredients for a happy voyage are good service, tas<y 
meals and a varied en tertai nment programme; whether the 
latter is organized well in advance or is spontaneous does 
not really matter as long as it can be enjoyed by everyone, 
and suggestions made by passengers themselves are, of 
course, always appreciated. Therefore a proposal to enter
tain the passengers on board BoissEVAIN in an entirely 
different manner- at least as far as entertainment on board 
is concerned - was gladly accepted. 

The theme was a fashion show; gowns for Jisplay to be 
provided by the initial proposer Mrs H arford, who also 
offered to give a running commentary on the gowns 
modelled. 

W e h ave since learned from Mrs H arford , who made a 
rounJ trip from Hong Kong to Japan by R.f.L. vessels that, 
although there were no professional models among the 
passengers, she met some very charming and graceful 
lad ies on board who, with their poise and self assu rance, 
could hold their own on any occasion. When she 
approached these ladies and asked them whether they 
would be willing 10 share the limelight, they :;.ccepted at 
once and from all accounts did not lack any of the pro
fessional touch. Just for the record we would like to 
mention that the three " mannequins for one night" were 
(from I. to r.) Mrs H endrina de Wever, wife of the 2nd 
Engineer of the BoiSSEVAIN, Mrs Robin Robins, an 
American roundtrip p:1ssenger and Mrs Annamaria den 
Hoed, wife of the znd Officer on board rhat vessel. 

The gowns modelled, both for evening and day wear, all 
tailored in Hong Kong, were made of exquisite South East 
Asian fabrics. 

The show was a great success, and especially the South 
American ladies much admired the dresses, wishing, so we 
hear , that Hong Kong was nearer to their homeland. 



CARNIVAL AT RECIFE 

When m.v. TJINEGARA arrived in Recife towards the 
end of February, the town was in carnival mood. 
TJINEGARA's crew had opportunity to join the fun and 
under the ditection of Chief Stewatd Shum Ling and Chief 
Cargo Clerk Woo Cheuk Yow some dragon dances were 
performed. Captain Ch.J.C. Poelman u·as so kind to send 
us the following report. 

RECIFE, in the North of Brazil and Capital of the State 
of Pernambuco, third city of Brazil, h as become a very busy 
port in recent years. The main export item is sugar. The 
populauon, 3oo,ooo souls in 1940, has mcreased to yoo,ooo 
this year. 

Old slums are disappearing everywhere and skyscrapers are 
going up. The TJINEGAHA could not get a berth on arrival 
for four days, due to congestion, but once alongside, work 
was done satisfactorily. And no further delay, in spite of 
the Carnival, th e biggest annual event in Brazil, this year 
from 29th February till 2nd March. 

With a temperature of 95 degrees during daytime, but 
fortunately cooling off after sunset, a crowd of thousands 
fills the streets already four days in advance. 

Especially at nighttime, all traffic is excluded from the 
main streets in the centre of town, due to a crowd of tens 
of thousands filling the streets and squares, watching the 
different groups of fo~kdancers passing by, the decorated 
trucks and allegorical cars. 

They walk for hours up and down the same streets and 
never seem to tire. 

We were amazed that we did not see any disturbances or 
inebriety. It seems that everybody is happy in his own way. 

In the big squares people were dancing, more to the rhythm 
of the drums than to the music, usually till they fainted. 

Excellent business is done in the many different stands, 
where all kinds of articles for masquerade, streamers, noisy 
instruments, etc. are sold. But no firecrackers; ~ pparently 
one is not allowed to light any here. 

To make as much noise as possible is very important. 

From all the big lampposts and the corners of the 
illuminated and decorated streets loudspeakers are blaring 
out music and announcements, day and night. 

But do not make a mistake: The Carnival had its influence 
also on the TJINEGARA. 

Our Chinese crew members received an invitation from the 
Chinese Chamber of Commerce to join the Parade. 

They were fetched by cars on Saturday night at six o'clock, 
taking along the Dragon, big drums and other instruments. 
And if that night at 8 o'clock you could have been among 
the crowd of an estimated three hundred thousand people 
on the Plaza Independencia, you should have seen them 
dancing their Dragon dance in front of the Big Stand, 
especially reserved for members of the City Cou ncil, Police 
Officials, etc., who were there to judge and applaud the 
different bands and groups in fancy dress. 

Our Chinese presented the Mayoress with a nice silk blouse. 
And how she liked it. 

Believe this story or not, but here you see the photo. 

As we sailed early Sunday morning, the real big day of 
masquerading, we missed that. 

Anyhow, four days were enough for us, so, have a nice 
time, citizens of Recife, till Carnival next year, 

and . ..... muito obrigatlo. 

R.I.L. ACTIVITIES 

m.v. STRAAT Rro is expected to be delivered on July 23n.l. 
Vessel will proceed from Holland to South America to load 
for the Far East. After discharge in Japan she will give the 
November 2nd ASAS Freight sailing, replacing TJtl'EGARA. 

PROMINENT PASSENGERS 

Miss Ngaio Marsh, the famous New Zealand author of 
detective novels, travelled by TJILUWAH from Singapore to 
Yokohama. Miss Marsh was reportedly collecting first
hand material for her new book - " The Body in the 
Drain " ! 

Also travelling by TpLUWAH was Mr Othman bin 
Mohammed, Chairman of the Malaya Public Services 
Commission, accompanied by his wife. 

Arriving in Hong Kong by TJIBANTJET was Mr J.A. 
Siegruhn, Senior Trade Commissioner of the Union of 
South Africa in South East Asia. 

Mr and Mrs F.H. Senior and Miss D.B. Senior travelled 
by BoissEVAIN from Kobe to Hong Kong. Mr Senior is 
Chairman of the Port Line and Crusader Shipping Co., 
London. 

Also coming to Hong Kong per BorssEVAIN were the 
Swedish Consul at Kobe and Mrs F. Wallden, accompanied 
by their daughter. 



FAREWELL PARTIES AT DURBAN AND SYDNEY 

In connection with Cap:ain Poelman's impending 
retirement, a party was held at Durban, on which 
R.l.L., Durban, reported as follows: 

A small function was held at Durban on Thurs
day, 5th April, to mark the last call of Captain 
Ch.J.C. Poelman, Master of m.v. TJINEGARA, at 
Union ports prior to his handing over command 
in the Far East and proceeding on home leave 
and subsequent retirement. 

It was a fortunate coincidence thar Captain 
H.J.G. Sikkes of the K.P.M. Line, who had just 
handed over command of the VAN LrNsCHOTEN, 
also prior to his retirement in Holland, was 
simultaneously in Durban, enabling him to be 
present as well. 

The sundowner party was attended by all senior 
Port Authorities of Durban harbour, as well as 
a number of prominent shippers. 

Mr L. van Hulst, Chief Engineer of m.\'. STRAAT StNGAI'OHE, 
retired frotn active service on March 25th , having worhd 
with K.P.M. and R.I.L. for over 31 years. Since Mr van 
Hulst would not visit Hong Kong any more hefor;: p~o· 
ceedin5 on home leave, R.I.L. Managing D irectors were 
unable to say goodbye personally and a farewell luncheon 
was held at Sydney to mark the occasion. 
This luncheon, also attended by Mrs. van Hulst and many 
friends and colleagues, both from ship and shore, was held 
on March z8:h on board STRAAT SINGAPORE. Amongst those 
present were also the Masters and Chief Engineers of m.v. 
TJIMANUK and StLINDOENG. 
Mr A . van Bochove, R.I.L.'s General Manager for Australia 
and New Zealand, addressed Mr van Hulst on behalf of 
Mana~ing Directors, and gave a short account of Mr 
van Hulst's career which he started with K.P.M. in 1929 
transferring to R.I.L. in 1949. Mr van Bochove rhen handed 
him a lettre d' adieu from Managing Directors. 
Thereafter Captain D. Visser, Master of STRAAT SINGAPORE, 
m ade a speech and emphasized that one of the outstanding 
features during Mr Hulst's career has been his genuine 
approach towards colleagues, which has made him many 
good friends in IU.L. and presented him with a barometer 
on behalf of the officers of STRAAT SINGAPORE. 

77 

Mrs van Hulst was then presented with two bouquets of 
flowers , one from R.I.L.'s shore staff and the other from 
the officers of the STRAAT SrNGAPORE. Mr "an Hulst 
responded to the speeches and thanked all concerned for 
the presents. 
Upon retirement Mr van Hulst will settle at Sydney and 
continue to devote part of his time to R.I.L. , working wi th 
R.I.L. Superintendents there. 



SHIPS OF THE WEEK 

These photographs were taken in the Grand 
Hotel "Gooiland" at Hilversum on April 7th , 
when recordings were made for the broadcast to 
m.v. TJITJALENGKA and m.v. STRAAT SoENDA. 

On May 13th the broadcast will be directed to 
m.v. TJILUWAH as East Ship and m.v. STRAAT 
SINGAPORE as West Sh ip. 

T he East Ship will be in Palembang on that date 
and the West Ship en route from Mauritius to 

P. Elizabeth. 

The list of etat-major contained the following 
names on the day this i.~sue had to be sent to 
the printer: -

Captain 
Chief Mate 
2nd 

3rd 
4th 

tst Telegraphist 
2nd ,, 
Chief Engineer 
2nd 

3rd 
4th 

srh 

Appr. 

m .v. Tjiluwah 
East Ship 

J.E. Bast 
J.D. Jelijs 
F. Mackor 
R.). Vlcerbos 
P . Wardcnaar 
).C.v. Dijkc 
S. Keizer 
D. Dijkstra 
A.P.C. Rcynhoudt 
) . L. Sticnstra 
G. Zwccgman 
C.F.v. Ovcrbcckc 
G .H.J. Siebelink 
R. Dorrestcyn 
H. Melissen 
). Coppoolsc 
D.W.D. Kddcr 
R .W.I. Ri jndcrs 

m.v . Str . Sittgapore 
West Ship 

D. Visser 
L.A. Ekclmans 
E. Pels 
C. Willemsc 
B.C. Faassc 

K. Gocdhart 

C.).C. Bcvclander 
R.W. Sijtsma 
J. Schat 
H.C.A. Quintus 

j. Wildering 
M.A. Vink 
J.C. Pasman 

IN MEMORIAM 

CAPTAIN T J.P. SCHATTENBURG 

The sorrowful news reached us that Captain T j. P. 
Schattenburg passed away after a short illness on March 
21St. 

Captain Schattenburg retired from the Company in 1931 
after 24 years of service. 

On March 24th the funeral took place in Leeuwarden , 
Holland, where many old-timers were present to pay their 
last respects to an old and trusted friend and colleague. 
Mr H .E. Rouffaer represented the Company. 



COLLISION COURSE 
By Alviu Mouotv ( Lo11gma11s, Green & Co . ) 

This book deals with one of the most extraordinary sea
disasters of our time- the collision of two Atlantic 
Greyhounds. 

In the night of July 26th, 1956, the Italian liner 
ANDREA DoRIA, approaching New York, and the Swedish 
STaCK.IIOLM, on her w::~y from New York to Scandinavia, 
\Vere nearing the " gatepost " of Atlantic shipping - the 
Nantucket lightvessel. 

The STOcKHOLM had fair visibility, whilst the ANDREA DoRIA 
was travelling in fog. 

Both vessels, however, were equipped with radar and both 
had ample warning of the approach of the other. 

Yet they came into such a serious collision that the ANDREA 
DaRIA, Italy's pride, her hull sliced by the STO<.:K.HOLM's 
bow, capsized and sank eleven hours after the collision. 

Mr Moscow's book gives a vivid account of the disaster, 
inclu ding an analysis of the circumstances which led to it, 
as they came out at the enquiry held in New York. 

It nlso explains why the owners of the two vessels, at the 
time when hearings were still going on, decided to settle 
the case out of court. 

Mr Moscow, in his foreword, tells us that he "probed the 
thoughts and reviewed the activities " of the main char
acters in this drama: Captain Calamai of the ANDREA 
DoRIA and Third Officer Carstens-Johannsen of the 
STOCKI!OUf, as well as of many others. 

The author, :m Associated Press reporter , has added a 
great many deta ils :~bout the situation in which the 
ANnREA's passengers found themselves after the collision , 
how they were rescued and other items o f " human 
interest", undoubtedly to make the contents of his book 
more palpable to the general public. 

Many readers, :~nd especially the seafarers, would probably 
have preferred n more sober description; however , we can 
say that Mr Moscow hns done a very creditable job in 
bringing the facts surrounding this case to li fe. 

(Contributed) 
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PAINTING FOR M.V. TJITARUM 

m.v. TJITARUM was launched on June 13th, 1959, by Mrs 
H .L. Veltman and as a memento to this occasion, M rs 
Veltman chose to present a painting of the river TJITARUM 
to the vessel. 

The artist is Mr L ee Man Fung, a Chinese painter living 
in Java who, years ago, made a painting for the library 
of m.v. TJILUWAH. Because it was impractical to forward 
the p icture all the way from Java to Holland, t he present
ation was made in H ong Kong on April 8th by Mr A.H. 
Veltman on behalf of his sister. 
A fter conveying Mrs Veltman's greetings and best wishes 
to the Master, Officers and crew, Mr Veltman unveiled the 
painting, whereafter Captain S. Jochems expressed his 
appreciation for this beautiful present. 
The accompanying photograph shows the painting, now 
displayed in TJITARUM·s dining room . 

HONG KONG BUS TRIP 

On Sunday, March 2oth, a bus trip th rough the New 
T erritories was held for the families of ship's officers living 
at H ong Kong. 
For non-H ong Kong-ites: The New T erritories are a 
section of the Chinese mainland beyond Kowloon C ity, 
leased from Chin:~ for 99 years, as from 1898. 

A Chinese luncheon was enjoyed at the " Dragon Inn", 
a well-known resort in the New T erritories. T he picture, 
made by Mrs J.H.M. Voigt, shows part of the happy 
gathering just before the "Chi nese Chow", seated at the 
customary round tables. 



PROMOTION 

Our congr:ttul::ttions go to Mr Cheng K:tm Toi of H.K. 
H .O., who w:ts promoted to " Employe '' Spcci:tl Staff on 
April rst. 

JUBILEES 

Mr B. Kragt, Chief Engineer of m.v. MAETSuYcR£11, and 
Mr K astocban, Tg. Priok, will commemowte their 25th 
:1nniversary with R.l.L. on May 3oth and June rst, 
respectively. 

NEW PERSONNEL 

A he:~rty welcome is extemleJ to the following new 
R.I.L.'ers who recently took up employment: 

1-lr F.J. fiorghout' 
, L . H uycling 
, C.v.d. Knaap 
, J .A. van L~rr 

E. T ouwen 

4th Officer 

EXAMINATION RESULTS 

Our congratulations go to the following officers, who passed 
examimtions as indic:tteJ below: 

Mr A.v. Os 2nd Officer 7 · 4 - l>o 

" C.J.J . Wilkm.1cn ; rd Engineer B H- 4- l>r> 

" 1-l ./\.v .d. Lcli j 4th A 1 r - 3 - oo 
).J-1. Nijhui~ 1\ 2.~- 3- (I() 

" 
M.A.H. Ritmecster A I I - 3 - (~> 

" 
S.v.d. 1-lcydrn 5th J\ <)- .~ - (•o 

LEAVING ( OR L EFT ) S E RVICE 

l\fr ).1. Hlondcau ')th Engineer own rt 'lucst 
, t\ . \\'icrsrnl 

LEAVE 

The following personnel went on leave: 

Captain P. AlgTa 
Captain Ch .j.C. Poclman 
Mr S.G. Vri cnd 

1-I.H.A.E. Kwaad 
, R. Krijt 
, J.v.<l. Rce 
, M. Scha~fsma 
. , J .G. Maynor 
, H .F. Kroon 

J .j. Lturs 
) . ' 'an Ploeg 

Those who returned are: 

Mr F.J. Panhuyzcn 
,. F .A. Ikrkenhori 

2nd Officer 

" , 1-.L/\.I l. Rit rnccstl·r ·lth Engi nccr 

Chit[ C)fficn 
;rcl 
.jth 

Chief Engineer 
:;nl , 

4th " 
Puncr rst Cl:tss 
Chef cle Cui;ine 

t•oslt'd to 

m.v. T f.Gf.J.llr.tt<: 
STR. Mn7.A.~IIH'.H'f. 

TF.<:f.I.RfRG 

T RANSFERS OF CAPTAINS Be CHIEF 

ENGINEERS DURING MARCH Be APRIL 1960 

Capwin A.). van dcr Heyden, Master of m .v. STRAA1' CLE~tE:-:T was 
po,tcd to m.v. STRAAT Con~ and suhSC<iUcntly to m.v. T )t:-:F.c"""· 

Captain Th .G. Wcctnal·s, ~laster of m.v . STRAAT CooK was posted to 
rn.v. STRMT CLEMEN1'. 
Due to illness of Mr M. de Groot, Chief Engi neer, Mr G. Viscl{cr 
and Mr t-1. Schaafsma, Chief Eng inc('rs of m.v . RuYs and m.v. STRAAT 
MA CF.I.tlAE:-: respectively, did not transfer in March. 

Captain Ch.J.C. Poelman, Master of m.v. TJINEGA!tA went on home 
leave, prior to retirement. . 
Captain J.R . Ezcndam, Master of m.v. T)t.ltAN\IK was p<:sted to m .v. 
STRAAT CooK. 
Mr J. jacobs, Chief Officer of m . v. ()otsst'.VAIN was posted to m. v. 
TJtMANVK as Acting Captain . 

Captain H. Klein, Ma,tcr of n1.v . MAETSVYCKFR was post('d to m .v. 
STRAAT MAGtLII.\F.l'. 

Captain J. Versteeg, was posted to rn .v. MAETSl'YCJ;f.R . 

Captain P. Algra, i\.hster of m.v. STRAAT MAGt(LJIAf.:-1 went on home 
leave. 
Mr ). van lklven , Chief Engineer of m.v. T)lt.IIWAtt was posted to 
m.v. STRAAT MAt..AKKA. 

Mr A.P.C. Rcynhoudt, Chief Engineer of m .v. STRAAT MAr.A~KA was 
posted to m.v . TJ•LVWAJJ. 
Mr M . Schaafsrn,t, Chief Engineer of m .v. STRAAT MAGEI.IJAf.N went 
on home leave. 
Mr M. de Groot was postt•d to m.v. STHAAT MAGI(t.IIAE:-: ;t; Chief 
F.nginccr. 

So 

EDITORIAL 

COMMITTEE 

Mr O.A. Thissen, who has been a member of the Editorial 
Committee since June 1959, left Hong Kong on April gth 
to resume h is work at the Amsterdam Headoffice. 

We thank Mr Thissen for the :tssistancc rendered to our 
committee; his advice h:.ts always · heen of g reat v:.tlue to 
us. We take th is opportunity in welcoming in our midst 
Mr Thissen's successor, Mr 'vV. Boogcrman, Manager of the 
Personnel Dept, HK HO. 

YE OLOF.: PRINTERIE, LTD, 
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