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When early February a quantity n~ cargo on board m . v. _TJIJJA:>TJET was to be tran shipped at Dar-es-Salaam in to 
m .v. STRAAT SJNCAI'ORE, the two sh1ps were moored a longs1de each o ther to speed up the opera tion . Dar-es-Salaam 
Agents had a photograph taken of this unusual event, showing the two vessels along the Princess Margaret Quay . 
Ahead of STRAAT SINCAI'ORE, m. v. \VAINCAI'OE " berthed, a K.P.M. vessel on the Briti sh East Africa-Arabian 
Gulf service . We thank Dar-es-Salaam Agents for contributing this interesting photograph. 

from the editor . . . . 

In April the cherry trees in Japan are flowering and thanks 
to R.I.L. Osaka we are publishing some photographs and 
an article on that happ y event in this issue. 

Some readers may have wondered at times what happens 
to ships at the end of their useful life and an article on 
the scrapyards in Hong Kong supplies the answer to this 
question. 

We are also pleased to publish an article on latex, received 

so 

from the P(lanning), C(onferences) and T(ariffs) Dept 
of H.K. H .O., whilst some photographs received from 
Amsterdam enable us to witness, in spirit, the launching 
of STRAAT Rw. 

Last but not least we were pleasantly surprised to receive 
some further photographs and particulars on the towage 
operations of the Dutch tugs, particularly the ELsE. 

You may be disappointed not to find any first of April 
jokes in this issue, or are there? 



STRAAT RIO LAUNCHE-D 

AT ROTTERDAM 

JANUARY 23, 1960 

On J~nuary 23rd, m.v. STRAAT RIO 

was succe~sfully launched 

at Rotterdam. Rio Strait 

after which the vessel was named 

runs 'i*tween Graciosa and Lanzarote 

and 

of 

two of the Canary Islands. 

de Haan christened the ship 

following the ceremony 

that she was reminded 

Hong Kong, whicll was named '' La Gracieuse ". 

the 

graciously sail the 

seven seas. 

r~ -- .. ··-···--- - -
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LATEX 
Whether working in the Freight, Accounts, or Superin
tendents Department at Headquarters, itl any other R.l.L. 
office, or on board one of our vessels, we all know that ou1· 
ships from one part of the world to the other carry large 
-sometimes considerable- quantities of agricultural pro
ducts such as latex, rubber, tea, coffee, palm oil, etc. 

Do we all know, however, in what manner these agricultural 
products are cultivated, harvested and the crops processed 
to make them suitable for human consumption or for the 
various industries? 

Some of us may know, but others might reply: " Well, not 
exactly," and the purpose of this and subsequent articles 
is to bring you closer to some of the commodities frequently 
carried by R.l.L. vessels. 

Our fit·st article will be about Latex. 

Most of us have at some time or other cut ourselves in the 
finger, with the result that blood flowed . Blood, owing 
to its nature, clots, thereby closing the wound. 

Latex, a milky white fluid, circulating through the vascular 
tissue of the rubber tree (Hevea Brasiliensis) in its character 
closely resembles human or animal blood. 

If an incision is made on the outer cover of the rubber 
tree not wider than r/3 of the tree's circumference, a milky 
juice- latex - consisting of various gum resins (4o % ), watfr 
(ss% ), albumin (4% ) and minerafs (r % ) begins to flow. 

The latex is usually caught in small receptacles fixed to 
the rubber tree, (see photo) and flows until the cut latex
containing vascular tissues of the rubber tree are exhausted 
of their liquid contents. Then the small receptacles are 
emptied in:o larger open tanks. If exposed to the air, 
under the influence of microbial organism, latex (like blood) 
clots. The rubber particles and the water are separated. 
A mass of jelly-like substance (rubber) will be formed, 
floating on the water. 

This thickening process - coagulation of rubber - u sually 
takes about 12 hours. 

The jelly-like substance is worked and processed into a 
flexible, waterproof, elastic material, rubber sheets or rubber 
crepe. These are pressed into bales, and shipped overseas 
for use in the rubber industries. 

There are however also industries specializing in the 
manufacture of products using as basic material not rubber 
but latex. Rubber gloves f. i. are made by repeated dipping 
of moulds into a latex bath. Foam rubber articles are made 
by stirring latex into foam and pouring it into moulds. 

Afterwards the moulded articles have to be vulcanized , a 
process of treating them with certain chemicals and heat 
to improve their strength, hardness and elasticity. 

Latex is also used in the textile and paper industries to 
increase the strength and rigidity of certain textiles and 
paper ware. 

W e have already seen that latex coagulates within 12 hours. 
Obviously, when the latex is transported from estate to 

manufacturers, this coagulation process has to be prevented , 
for which purpose a preserver- an anti-coagulant - is 
:~tided 10 the latex immediately the fresh latex is collected 
in storage tanks. 

As anti-coagu!ant ammonia is added in the p:·oportion of 
:~bout rfsoth of the water contents of the latex liquid. 
This Anti-coagulant prevents the development of the micro
organism which normally brings about the coagulation. 

Tt is appropriate to mention that the quantity of the 
ammonia to be added should not be less than J/ soth of 
the water contents of the latex, otherwise the micro
organism's efficacy is not sufficiently neutralized. A com
bustible gas woulJ develop in the drums in which latex 
is transported, which could result in the bursting of the 
drums. 

As stated already, latex contains up to 6o% water. 
Obviously the transportation of latex in its natural composi
tion (more than half water) is an uneconomic proposition. 
Ways have been found to reduce the water percentage in 
latex before the liquid is moved overseas: 

Cr~amed Latex 

H left undisturbed the lighter rubber particles in the latex 
will rise; consequently after a while the upper latex layers 
h:~ve a greater concentration of rubber particles than the 
original liquid. 



,- - -

This process can best be compared with the cooling of hot 
milk. A rich yellowish subst:-tnce (cream) will gather on 
top. 

By skinning off the top layer of the btcx a liquid is 
obtained containing up to 65 ' . , of rubber p:-trticles and 
not more than 30% of water, thus economiz ing on trans
port (instead of 6o~~ . only _30° · ~ of water remains in the 
la•ex). 

T o accelerate this rather slow process of "creaming" v:-trious 
chemicals are added to the fresh latex. 

Some chemicals, however, have an ;1dverse effect on the 
structure of the rubber molecule, making the creamed 
latex less suitable for certain methods of operation in 
manu facture. 

Evaporated Latex 

When the latex is heated, moisture evaporate~, resulting 
m a liquid being obtained with :t rubber content of up to 
;o%. 

Centrifuged Latex 

The principle of centrifuging (literally meaning ' 'proceed
ing from the center outward") is u sed to separate rubber 
particles from water. By centrifuging latex we increase 
the dry rubber contents of the l:trex. eventually to be 
shipped, up to 65% · . 

* * 

The principal advantage of evaporated and centrifuged latex 
is that, unlike ''creamed" latex, no chemicals need be 
added, which chemicals as stated before sometimes make 
the latex less suitable for industry. 

To end our article we shall mention in brief the method 
of shipping latex from estate to overseas matl'Jfacturing 
industries. 

In the early days (and even now) latex was shipped packed 
in drums. 

Transportation in drums proved a rather costly affair, and 
moving latex in bulk (in ship's tanks) is now customary. 

Both at the shipping and at the receiving end special 
installations had to be built for pumping latex into and 
out of the ships' tanks. Before the latex is received on 
board the carrying vessel , surveyors have to inspect the 
tanks and issue certificates that such tanks are, as regards 
cleanliness and apparent tightness, fit for the reception and 
carriage of latt.:x. 

Latex in bulk is usually carried under a contract of 
affreightment closed between shippers and shipping com
pany, giving explicit conditions under which the latex is 
carried and clearly assigning responsibilities for the carriage. 

* 

H.R.H. PRINCE ANDREW 

1\; U l.EBRATION OF 
THE 811\JH TO 
liEf\ ~ll\IE.'IT¥ 

{'!!Ef./11 ~1Jk\~!'1'H II 
OF 

!'HE RO¥A1. fi\INI l 

The above window display was arranged by R.I.L. 's office 
at Hong Kong, in celebration of the birth of the Royal 
Prince to H .M. Queen Elizabeth II on February ryth, rg6o. 
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NORMAL RELATIONS 
By Captt~in W .Z . Mulder 

Before the seclusion period was officially brought to a close. 
the barriers round Deshima cracked and were allowed to 
crumble. In 1844 King William II of the Netherlands sent 
H .M.S. PALEMBANG to Japan with a personal letter to the 
Emperor urging him to open his country to international 
trade and to establish diplomatic relations, as was usual 
between civilized nations. The letter was received at the 
court of the shogun , suppressed by the Isolationist party, 
and never answered. In 1852 J.H. Denker Curtius was 
sent to Japan as "Opperhoofd" with orders to try and 
change his title into "High Commissioner for the Nether
lands" which he achieved eventually, but not until several 
other Western countries, Russia, England and the U .S.A., 
had appeared on the coast with demands of a similar 
nature as suggested by King William. 

The U.S.A. sent their admiral Perry under orders to force 
the opening of Japan: He arrived and passed the word, 
but gave the Japanese a year to think their answer over. 
In 1854 he came back, staged a huge show of pomp 
and power in Suruga-bay, and bowled the opposition 
over. Two years later the U .S.A. Consul T ownsend 
H arris installed himself at Shimoda and refused to 

budge; to enable him to perform his duties, a Hollander, 
Mr Heuskens, was sent to him to act as a secretary
interpreter, because the only foreign language in official, 
as well as scientific circles, was still that of the Lowlands. 

. ~ 

H.M. SOEMBING 
(Photograph Nederlands 
Historisclt Scheept'tl!ll"t 
Museum, A"dam) 

The Dutch did not lag behind: In 1854 H .M. GEDEH 
was despatched to Japan carrying an oil-painting of our 
Monarch to be presented to the Emperor by two Envoys : 
Count van Lijnden and the Baron van Hardenbroek; in 
1856 H.M. SoEMBING was presented to Japan, the first 
steamship of their, until then, practically non-existent Navy, 
to be followed by a group of highly competent Navy 
Personnel under the command of Lr.-Comm. G.C.C. Pels 
Rijcken in 1857, which group became instructors and 
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teachers to those Japanese who were singled out by the Yedo 
Government to be trained for the shogunal Navy and to 
which the K yiishii fiefs added such youngsters as they 
intended to place on their own vessels. 

Donker Curtius seized this opportunity to prove that the 
little island of Deshima was too small to hold this additional 
force and indicated that the teachers of the Imperial Navy 
should not be subjected to the humiliating restrictions per
taining to living on Deshima. New quarters were allotted 
across the bay at Inassa and in town, and gradually the 
barriers went down, much to the relief of all concerned. 
In r8s!l the Netherlands Royal Navy group, replacing 
the fi rst one, included an engineer, M.H. Hardes, who 
established a fac tory of steam-boilers and steam-driven tools 
across the bay at Aku-no-ura, where these days the 
Mitsubishi Dockyards are building the world's largest 
tankers. Older readers will remember their bunkers taken 
at Mi"ike, but may not know that those mines were first 
developed under the guidance of the Dutch mining-expert 
lr. Bakker. 

The Royal Navy did a lot of surveying on the coast, at 
home we trained some young Japanese at our Naval 
Training Colleges and built their first propeller-driven war
ships in Dordrecht. Our diplomats did a good job too, 
concluding treaties with Japan and straightening out 
difficulties for late-comers in the field. However, in 1863 
we became involved in a complicated struggle between the 
vassal of Satsuma and the shogun at Edo. When the 
foreign powers decided to force the Straits of Shimonoseki 
we joined the party with four of our warships, then on 
the coast and engaged in a shooting war, to bring the 
"angry old man" to his senses . 

We have already mentioned previously the ne,·er relenting 
efforts of our medical men to bring the blessings of Western 
medicine to the sick and ail ing of Japan. A small number 
of Japanese were trained in modern anatomy and surgery, 
and in 186r Dr Pompe van Meerdervoort saw his efforts 
substantially realized when a hospital was opened at 
Nagasaki, the first to be erected in Japan, flying the Dutch 
and Japanese flags jointly. After the official opening of 
Japan in r868, a score of Dutch medical men were teaching 
at several Colleges: The brothers Bauduin, Dr Meylan, Drs 
van Mansvelt, Beukema, Pock, Plugge, Geerts, and many 
others. In r872 we even find two Dutch ladies running 
a finishing school in the Kanto area! 

Trade had followed the trend of times: When the 
" Compagnie" expired after the French occupation of 
Holland, the Government in the East Indies took over its 
interests in Japan and China. 

The attitude of the Japanese authorities varied with the 
individual who swung the mace and the party - isolationist 
or progressive - which caught the shogun's ear and brush. 



Internally the long and externally peaceful reign of the 
Tokugawa was weakening; the forces of dissenting parties, 
some aiming at the restoration of Imperial Power, some 
wholly conservative, some clamouring for exactly what the 
Western powers aimed at, were sapping its strength. Vassal 
rivalry and economic regression resulting in repeated 
devaluation of currency added to their worries. In 1868 
they returned their " temporary" mandate and henceforth 
the Emperor took over the reins of Government. This 
restoration is called MEIJI after the reign-title the Emperor 
chose to be known by, and marks the entrance of Japan 
into the circle of internationally related civilized countries. 

The tremendous changes which this "opening-up" meant to 
Japan, fall outside the scope of this ar ticle; we sh all confine 
ourselves to noting that the Netherlands lost their unique 
position it had occupied for centuries. English soon 
replaced Dutch as the foreign language to be used in inter
course with all foreigners, and a short-sighted policy on the 
part of the East Indies Government cost us the trade. 
Sailing ships were fast being replaced by steam-vessels but 
not on the Japan run. And so the 19th century drew to a 
close without much glory to our flag. 

Deshima became part of Nagasaki city, and as far as we 
can ascertain, the last Dutch firm moving out was Spengler 
& Co. 

* 
* * 

R.I.L. ACTIVITIES 

Sydney Office 

The new office in Sydney will be named" INT EROCEAN 
H OUSE". 

m.v. Maetsuycker 

Now that INDIAS will be maintained with 4 vessels, 
including the new STRAAT CLARENCE, it h as been decided 
to withdraw m.v. MAETSUYCKER from the Western Australia
Singapore berth and to sell this vessel. H er last sailing 
from Fremantle will be given towards the end of May. 

Cyclone at Mauritius 

Towards the end of February Mauritius was hit by a very 
strong cyclone. m.v. STRAAT MADURA and ScHOUTEN incurred 
llclays and the latter vessel suffered some minor damage. 

Strike at Buenos Aires 

Due to strike-delay in Buenos Aires m.v. STRAAT MAGELHAEN 
will not be in time to effect the May 2nd ASAS sailing, 
which sailing will now be effected by m. v. STRAAT MALAKKA. 
m.v. STRAAT MAGELHAEN will make an Far East-Africa 
round-voyage in "extra employ" and be back in Japan 111 

time to give her scheduled October 2nd ASAS sailing. 
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The Netherlands T rading Company established itself at 
Yokohama and missed a tremendous oppor tunity when it 
was approached by the Japanese Government to finance the 
building of railways in t he count ry. It was not until the 
very end of the century that the pleas of experts were being 
heeded in patria, resulting in the establishment of the Java
China-Japan line, an earlier effort by three charterships 
having failed with a considerable deficit. 

And here we leave the reader to peruse "Van Chinavaart 
tot Oceaanvaart", the book published to commemorate 
R.I.L.'s soth anniversary, to be supplemented by his own 
memories and stories from old-timers, wherever they may 
be found, airing their views on the "good old times". 

--
DREI ETAGEN CHINESEN 

AUF DER STRAAT CLEMENT 

_____ .. -

This photograph , taken shortly after the crew boarded the 
new vessel at Flensburg, appeared in the German news
paper Flensburger Ta.geblatt on 19th September, 1959. The 
heading tran slated reads " Three storeys of Chinese aboard 
111 . v. STRAAT CLEMENT". 

Through the intermediary of R.l.L. Amsterdam we received 
permission to reproduce this picture in our magazine. 



SAKURA 
Jollity reigns in Japan's springtime when 
people go cherry-flower viewing and spend 
many happy hours under canopies of 
blossoms. 

The following article, contributed by R .l.L.'s Osaka office, 
was received some time ago. To keep in season it is 
published in our April issue, this being the most appropriate 
month. 

The month of April in Japan is the season of gaiety and 
merry making. With the advent of March the mind of the 
people turns, spontaneously and naturally, to the thought 
of cherry blossoms, in anticipation of celebrating the season 
with the time-honoured custom of cherry-viewing. 

The Japanese are proud of their sakura, because no other 
people have it. Sakura is quite different from the cherry 
of other countries. To differentiate it from the fruit-bearing 
varieties seen in many countries, Japanese sakura should be 
termed in English as the Japanese flowering cherry. 

Thus, it is quite natural that the cherry has become the 
national flower of the country, and since very early days, 
the people have expressed their love and admiration for the 
flower in various ways. Poets and artists have always been 
eager to depict the loveliness of the blossom in words and 
colours. Sakura is called the flower of flowers, and when 
the Japanese use the word hana (flower), it means sakura. 
Hanami (flower viewing) means the viewing of sakura 
blossoms, and no other flower. 

Sakura trees are planted on mountain sides, parks and 
gardens. Particularly on many river embankments there 
are seen long lines of sakura trees. It is said that ancient 
people started to plant sakura trees on river banks so that 
people would be lured to come and their walking on the 
embankments would solidly pack the earthwork to make 
it strong enough to withstand flood water~ in autumn. 

The Japan~se have travelled to the mountains to view cherry 
blossoms smce very early days, and existing records tell 
that such picnics were quite popular more than fifteen 

centuries ago. At first they were only for aristocrats , and 
it was not until about three hundred years ago that cherry 
blossom viewing parties became a popular recreation of the 
general public. 

Until a few decades ago, the Japanese went flower-viewing 
according to the custom of old Japan. This custom has 
practically gone out of fashion, but some aspect of it still 
lingers and blends with the new fashion in keeping with 
the features of modern Japan. 

As March comes in, the cherry buds, which have been 
dormant through the icy bondage of winter, begin to swell 
rapidly under the mellow spring sunshine and rains. By 
the middle of the month, the cherry groves in parks and 
private gardens, along the banks of rivers and streamlets 
and mountain and hillsides throughout the Empire, assume 
a tinge of delicate light pink visibly with countless clusters 
of buds on their interlacing branches. As the month wears 
on, the hanami , or cherry viewing, becomes the talk of 
the hour. 

On the first warm day of April the cherry buds at the 
flower resorts burst forth, as if by magic, into the glory 
of pink blossoms and these trees on winding river embank
ments turn into gorgeous belts of blossoms extending for 
many miles. They summon the pleasure-loving children 
of the city to join in the spring festival. 

During the cherry season gay parties of flower viewers in 
colorful attire can be seen arriving at the parks in the 
morning to feast their eyes upon the floral offering of the 
season, the coronation of spring. They go about the task 
of establishing their quarters for the day, each party spread
ing its mats and red blankets under cherry trees in bloom. 
Some of the parties even stretch ropes from tree to tree 
around their respective quarters and hang kimonos over the 
lines to serve as curtains. 



The matted and blanketed ground thus set off, serves as 
dining room and stage, for after feasting, the members of 
the parties exchanged greetings and visits with their 
neighbours or while away the 
day in merry making, danc
ing and singing. 

But Japan has been under
going a transition, with the 
result that the shamisen song 
and dance of old days have 
gone out of fashion. The 
children of modern Japan 
have ceased to practise the old 
song and dance to the three 
stringed musical instrument 
that made the scene of flower
viewing a thing of fairyland. 
Lovers of old Japan lament 
and deplore that the infiltra· 
tion of the Western influence 
robbed them of their genius 
for the artistic dance, which 
blen de d their charming 
motions so beau tifully with 
I o v e I i ne ss of the cherry
blossoms. 
In the meantime, however, 
the younger g e n era t ion of 
Japan have invented a new 
type of dance as a modern 
expression and interpretation 
of life under the new con
dition. The young people 
sing and dance merrily in a 
double-ring formation against a row of cherry trees in 
full bloom as their background. Nowadays, however, the 

R.I.L. WEDDING 

On Saturday the 5th of March, Mr C .A.A.J. Sinninghe 
Damste was married at Hong Kong to Miss P.A.M. 
Woodcraft. 

H ans Damste is working in R.I.L.'s local office at Hong 
Kong and it was there that he met Priscilla, working in 
the Passage Dept of the same office. 

The newly-weds flew to Japan for their honeymoon and 
returned by m.v. VAN HEEMsKERCK. 

The R .l.L. Post congratulate Mr and Mrs Sinninghe 
Damste and wish them the best of luck and happiness for 
the future. 
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music, either Western or Japanese, is provided by gramo
phone records instead of shamise11. The new dance is 
simple and based essentially on the old ar t. 

The flower viewing is a season 
of feasting, and the amber 
rice wine flows generously 
an::! reigns supreme wherever 
there are cherry blossoms for 
merry crowds to feast their 
eyes upon. Gay songs and 
dances of old and new Japan 
blend to inspire the spirit of 
jollity to this annual function. 
During the cherry season a 
gay party of flower viewers 
can be found always in an 
inter-urban electric train in 
the morning. They are all 
airy and happy with the whole 
day of merry making before 
them. Ever ready to crack a 
joke or join in the chorus of 
a song of cherry blossoms, 
they are amusing spectacles to 
the rest of passengers, who 
will themselves sooner or later 
take a day off in turn to let 
loose their feelings for the 
season. 

During this time of the year 
the toil and burden and the 
cares of life in this Empire are 
forgotten,and the Japanese are 
once more the children of 

Jimmu T enno (the first Emperor of Japan) in the days 
when the land was young and the gods were dose. 



R.I.L. VARIA 
In the 58 years "f the Company's existena:, bot/1 our offices and 
ships set•m to hal't: IIJJ/1/t:ssed, at some time ur another, the "PP<'tlr
tiiii'C of people tv/to were " a l•it different" from ot!ters. 

The jullowing /Jttrratillc is bt;.<ed 011 stories heard iu the mursc of 
years , and altlmug!t per !tar s ,, lillie embellished , t!te actual instances 
mus/ ltat•c l!af'fJCIICd. 

Once upon a time, <1 41 h Officer - sporting a beard - joined 
the Company. 

H e must have been the fi rst, but alsu the last, 4th Officer 
in R.l.L. employment who wore a beard. His period of ser
vice seems to have been rather short, because apart from his 
disli ke of shaving, he also had the habit of butting in 
when the Captain was talking to the Marine Superintendent 
or other higher-ups in the Company's hierarchy, joining 
the conversation by saying: " Well, well gentlemen, I see 
that you are having a very interesting discussion, and that 
so c~rly in the morning!" · 

Another strange phenomenon was the office employee who, 
on his arrival in the Far East, passed through Djakarta 
on his way to Shanghai, his first post in the Far East. 
He was asked by the Secretary to send in due course some 
photographs for the Company's archives. 

About six weeks later a box of considerable dimensions 
was delivered at the Head Office (at that time in Djakarta), 
contents of which appeared to consist of two enormous 
photographs nicely framed, showing the man in question 
"en profile" and "en face". 

T he subject of these photographs was not what one would 
call "God's gift to women", and we are told that the 
secretary looked at them with horror. 

The accompanying letter explaining matters ~aid: 

"Dea r Mr X, 

Having only known each other for ~uch a short time, 
your request to send some photographs struck me as 
extremely nice. 

Sincerely hoping they will be to your liking, with kindest 
regards, etc. . . . . " 

I am also th inking of the story of the new man, who on 
his arrival in the Far East told his future colleagues, who 
met him on board the ship, that he was very happy about 
this assignment, because he had already heard so many nice 
things about the place he was going to live in. 

T o cure him of his undue optimism he wns driven around 
for hours through the most terrible slums, which, they told 
him , was the shortest way home. 

When they finally arrived at the Mess where he was going 
to stay, it appeared that they had no·hing but :t bunch of 
rogues as servants. 

After thei r first gin, the boy took the bottle away and 
said : "That's enough". When serving dinner he literally 
threw the plates on the table, while all the time a terrible 
noise was going on in the kitchen. 

When he voiced hi~ surprise, the new man was told that it 
was practically impossible to keep any servants, if you 
did not show at least some indulgence. 

The next day the scene had changed, the servants were 
politeness themselves, and the Mess appeared to be only 
10 minutes from the office. 

There is also the story of a youngster entering one of the 
offices on the China coast, who found all six Dutch staff
members there reading Chinese papers. 

Suddenly one of them flew in a rage and said "This is a 
mean thing to say about the Company, read it". 

Our man then had to confess that he was unable to read 
Chinese, wherea fter all six looked at him in dismay, 
shaking their heads and saying that he still had a lot to 
learn! 

HEADOFFICE AFIRE ? 

(l'lwtograph by courtesy of South 
Cltina Morning Post, Ltd.) 

Not really: On February 2rst members of the Auxiliary 
Fire Service in H ong Kong were engaged in their annual 
large-scale exercises. T he main " incident" on H ong Kong 
island was at orth Point, where it was assumed that the 
R.I.L. Headoffice was on fire. No water damage was 
reported! 
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TOWAGE 
ACROSS THE 

PACIFIC 
II 

After our March issue had appeared, we 1·eceived fro m Messrs L. Smit & Co. an article by Captain A. Poot, Master 
of the EL BE, and some photographs of an earlier towage operation by ELBE, when she towed the " flattops" 
PETROV BAY and SARGENT BAY from Boston to Belgium. Some excerpts from Capt. Poot's article are quoted below. 
We thank Capt. Poot and Messrs Smit & Co. for their welcome contributions. 

The ELBE sailed on October 17th from N ew York, towing 
the MrsstoN BAY and GuADALCANAL. Cristobal was reached 
on October 3oth and Honolulu on D ecember 3rd. The next 
day the voyage was continued but 2 Jays later weather con
ditions grew steadily worse. On December r6th one tow 
line broke and while hauling in the broken line, the tug 
was lifted and set back by a huge wave, so that the tow 
line fouled up her propeller. Unable to use our engines 
the only thing to be done was to slip the second tow line 
as well , to prevent a collision. 

Our own efforts to free the propeller unfortunately failed 
due to the stormy weather, but on December r8th the U.S. 
Carrier BoN HoMME RrcHARD provided us with special 
diving equipment and 6 days later four skindivers from the 
U.S.N. tug MocTOBI swam across from their sh ip to the 
ELBE holding on to a life line. On Christmas day we had 
the best Christmas surprise we could imagine, when the 
divers succeeded in freeing the propeller. After drifting 
around for 10 days like a lame duck , we were once again 
able to resume our speed of rs knots. On December 28th 
we reached Honolulu, from where we sailed on January 
6th, th is time with one carrier only. On January 31st 
we safely reached H irao. 

Meteorological officers oE the Co:~stguard in Honolulu 
advised that weather conditions in the Mid Pacific in the 
last rs years had never been bad for such an extended 
period! 
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AT THE END OF THE ROAD 

Our thanks go to Mr G.D.M. Boot of H.K. H.O .. 
Freight Dept, for contributing rhi.; interesting article 
and photographs. 

Whilst we may assume that in most ports of the world 
the numbers of arriving and departing vessels are about 
equal, this definitely does not apply to Hong Kong, 
for many vessels, whether proud passenger liner, mighty 
man o'war, tanker or tramper , enter the port of Hong 
Kong on their last voyage. 

Representing part of the thou~ands of ships redundant 
throughout the world, they find a swift end in Hong 
Kong's ship-breaking yards , which- developed from 
wreck-clearing operations in the port after the war -
have made this colony one of the leading ship·hreaking 
centres of the world. 

In the course of 1959 more than sixty vessels were in 
various stages of demolition, which number will impress 
the reader when he considers that this is more than the 
number of vessels at present operated by R.I.L. 

Many vessels of note have thus ended their life in Hong 
Kong, including the British passenger liner ARUNDEL 
CAsTLE (gross tonnage 19,216), the largest vessel ever to 
be broken up in Hong Kong, and the American escort 
aircraft carrier USS SHAMROCK BAY (ro,4oo tons). This 
\'eteran of the Pacific War was towed to Hong Kong 
from Boston via Suez, - a n ,500 mile voyage! 

There was also the Dutch passenger 
liner StBAJAK (gross tonnage 12,226), 
well known to many R.I.L. personnel 
when she was still on the Indonesia 
run. It will be remembered that 
R.I.L.' s TJlSONDARI, the grand old 
N tEUW HoLLAND (gross tonnage II,404) 
and TJTBADAK were also delivered to 
Hong Kong ship-breakers in recent 
years. 

Whatever their flag, size and type, and 
however eventful their careers might 
have been, the stet! of all will become 
raw material for the furnaces, local or 
abroad, whilst their thousand and one 
fittings will be available for re-sale to 
whoever pays the best price. 
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In H ong Kong, various shallow bays 
in Kowloon and the New Territories 
are sites for shipbreaking operations. 
As soon as the doomed vessel casts 
anchor for the last time all fittings are 
removed, whereafter the breakers take 
over and move the ship a stage further 
towards her end. 

ship breaking yard, a wide variety of 
items, ranging from an entire ship 's 
engine, boilers and anchors to navig
ation lights an:l bolts and nuts, can be 
found. Stacks of ship's propellers can 
be inspected, and considering the sheer 
bulk of va~uable copper, one becomes 
impressed by the enormous amount of 
money which seems to be "just lying 
around". 

Actual breaking up for the most part 
is done by small two-man gangs, 
working on piece rates. However , 
mechanization is gradually being intro
duced, the rapid growth of the indus
try having brought about a shortage of 
skilled labour! When most of the ves
sel has been broken up, the remnants 
are beached for the fi nal stages of 
demoli tion. What once was " a vessel 
tight, staunch and strong, and in every 
way fitted for the voyage", as Charter-

parties describe them, is now nothing 
but a skdeton waiting for final 
dissolution. 

Tragic as the breaking up of a vessel 
may often be, one cannot but hope 
that many more will make H ong 
Kong their final port of destination 
a nd resting place, not only to the 
benefit of the local shipbreaking yards, 
but also to trim the world of exces
sive tonnage which has been glutting 
shipping for too long a time already. W hen one visits the godown of a local 

SPRAY 

The well-known harbour-launch company " Spido " in 
Rotterdam ordered two new ships for their services during 
the coming season. Rotterdam expects many tourists in 
1960 for the great flower-exhibition " FLORIADE 1960 ", 
a nd many visitors will make a sightseeing-trip through the 
harbour. The fi rst ship, the KoNINGINNEPLAAT will offer 
accommodation for 250 passengers and the second, the 
PIETER CALLAND will carry 500 persons on a round trip. 

A deep-sea telephone cable will be laid between Vancouver 
(Canada), New Zealand and Australia. Over this cable, 
which will be completed in 1964, some 8o calls can be 
made simultan eously. The d istance will be 14,500 km and 
in some places it will be at a depth of four miles. It is 
entirely a Commonwealth project, and the cost will amou nt 
to £3o,ooo,ooo. 

Bureau Wijsmuller- the well-known sea towage company 
at Ymuiden (H olland) - received an order from the U.S. 
Government , to bring three old American baby-flattops 
from the U .S.A. to different yards to which th ey were 
sold for scrap. The NooRD HoLLAND, which is at present 
en route from Japan to Boston - via the Panama Canal 
will tow the KADASHAN BAY to Hong Kong. A second car
rier- the SAGINAW BAY- will be brought from Boston to 
Rotterdam by t he Z EELAND. The third tug - the UTRECHT 
- will tow U.S.S. NEHENTA BAY from Boston via the 
Mediterranea n and the Suez Canal to H ong Kong. The 
UTRECHT is a new addition to W ijsmuller 's Aeet, taken 
over from the Moran T owing and Transportation Company 
in New York. At the moment she is undergoing repairs 
and fi tting-out for the coming trip. 

The BARENTSZ ZEE, one of the ocean-going tugs of L. Smit 
& Co., International Tug Service, returned to Maassluis 
after a trip of 50,000 miles, of which 22,650 miles had 
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been covered towing. The BARENl'SZ ZEE, under command 
of Captain P. de Koe, left Maassluis on February 21st, 1959, 
and returned on February 22nd , 1960, so she had been out 
for exady a yea r and a day. The total distance covered 
is a record . Together with the ZwARTE ZEE and the 
H uDsoN, she towed the fully loaded 37,000 tons tanker W . 
A LTON joNES- which had an engine break-down in the 
middle of the Atlantic Ocean - to Newport News. Accord
ing to Capt. de Koe, this job was the most spectacular 
tow J uring that year. During the towage of the W . ALTo:-~ 
JoNES, severe storms were encountered and guid:ng the 
loaded g iant to her destination presented many problems. 

T he new Radio-Telephone Service at Lands E nd (England) 
means a considerable decrease in cost for calls by passengers 
on board ship s, when they are within a d istance of less 
than 250 miles from this station . T he new ta ri ff for a 
call of 3 minutes is 10 sh . 6d, instead of 30 shillings. The 
area of cheap calls w ill be enlarged when N il ton Radio 
on the Isle of Wight, and N orth Foreland Radio, will be 
equipped with similar installations. Nilton Radio will be 
read y in April 1960. 

Just before and immediately after W orld War II , freighters 
were seldom larger than w,soo tons , but during the last 
5- 10 years, owners seem to prefer closed-shelterdeck ship 
with a deadweight of II - I5,000 tons. As a rule, the closed
shelterdeck can be converted into an open-shelterdeck . 
Most of the ships are using heavy fuel. A motor fre ighter 
of 14,000 tons, with a speed of 14 miles per hour, will 
consume 18 tons of fuel per day and one or two ton s of 
diesel-fuel. If the same ship would consume only d iesel
fuel, owners would have to pay £65 or £75 more a day. 

W.F .H.B. 



DRAGON DANCE 

Chinese crew members of m.v. MAETSUYCKER gave an 
impromptu performance of the Dragon Dance in celebra
tion of their Lunar New Year on the wharf in Fremantle, 
where vessel arrived on January 28th. 

The two dancers representing the dragon are clad in 
brightly coloured cloth and ornamental trimmings and the 
third dancer is wearing a robe and mask , and carrying 
a fan. The object of this dance - which dates back to the 
ancient Chinese history, is that the dragon wards off the 
evil spirits. The dancers are accompanied by a drummer, 
a cymbal-player and a gong-beater, who provide the appro
priate rhythm. 

(The R .l .L. POST thanks (:apt.tin de Roode, for sendiug liS n mt1i11g 
from "The West Awtralian", the I'ertl. newspaper 111 111hicl. tlu 
abot•t: photograph origiua!ly appeared) . 

R.l.L. announc~ with clrep regret the death of four of their seagoing personnel. 

Mr Chiu Lor Mr Lam Pak 

Mr Cbiu Loy ( ~* ), succumbed to a long illness on February 2lith 
at the Tung Wah Hospital, Hong Kong, at the age of 3Y· 

He joined the Company in IIJ~il as No. r Cook and >crvcd i n this 
capacity on board TEGELHERC , TJIKAMPEK, TJIWA>~Gl and T Jlt.U\\'AH. 

Mr Chiu Loy left a wife, a son and a daughter. 

Mr Lam Pak ( ;J;t.ftl) passed away on March r 2th, at the Hong Kong 
Sanatorium at the age of 35· 

He served as Laundryman on board STRAAT SJNGArn•£, }<~>uw 
HoLI.ANn and TpwASCJ ,;nee 1953. 

Mr Lam Pak is survived by his wife and a daughter. 

Mr Wong Choy ( 1fi: ;:t) succumbed, at the age of so, to a sudden 
illness on March q th at the Hospital at Tanga, 13.E. Africa. 

He joined the Company in 1953 and served as Steward on hoard 
various R.I. L. vessls, the last one being STRAAT LmJHOK . 

Mr Wong Choy left a wife. 

Mr Lam Chiu (#liB) passed away after a prolonged illness on 
March 14th at the Hong Kong Sanatorium, at the age of 41!. 

He joined the Company in 1953 and served in the capacity of Steward 
and Cook/Baker on board TwusERG, VAN HwTSz and TJISADANE. 

Mr Lam Chiu left a wife, a son and four daughters. 

By those who knew them they will be remembered as capable and 
trustworthy men, who discharged their duties satisfactorily. 

Mr Wong Cboy Mr Lam Chiu 
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SHIPS OF THE WEEK 

These photographs were taken in the Grand Hotel 
' Gooiland ' at Hilversum, Holland, on March 2nd, when 
recordings were made for the broadcast to m.v. TJISADANE 
and s.s. TJIBODAS. 

The pictu.re showing the relatives of officers serving aboard 
TJISADANE unfortunately doe~ not show ever yone who was 
present, because some people," living rather a long way 
from Hilversum, had to start their return journey at an 
early hour. 

M.V. T]IBODAS 

On April 8th, the broadcast will be directed to m.v. 
TJITJALENGKA as East Ship and m.v. STRAAT SoENDA as 
West Ship. 
The East Ship will be in the vicinity of Singapore on that 
date and the West Ship at Beira. 
The list of etat-major contained the follow ing names on 
the day this issue had to be sent to the printers: 

Captain 
Chief Mate 
2nd 

" 3td 
4th 

I~~ Telcg~aphist 
2nd , 
Chic£ Engineer 
2nd , 
3rt! " 
Electrician 
4th Engineer 

" Appr. 

m .v. ' 'Tiitjalengka ' ' m.v. " Su·aat Soeuda " 
East Ship West Ship 

P. Hoctjcr J .) .G. Kuik 
N. Kroonc S.G. Vricnd 
G. Vcrckcrk F. Bakker 
M.J. T aal J.v .d . Rce 
j.M.P.v.d. i\kkcr C.C.J.v. Roon 
C. Hubbcling 
J. Otto 
W.A. $waters 
C. Schavcmakcr 
J.P. Kalma 

J.W. Ruck 
F. Huizinga 

R.C.L.v. Camphorst 
E. Teulings 

ll. Licvcrs 
H. Meyer 

C.H.v. I-!erp 

I\LG. Hcunckr 
H .).G.A. Otten 
D.v.d. Berg 

H .L. Frcnks 
J. de Wolf 
1-I.J .M .v. Rietveld 
C.H. Onclerwatcr 
A.E. Kelder 

M.V. T)ISADANE 

MAIDEN VOYAGE TJILIWONG 

Captain C. Baal( sent us the following article describing 
the honours accorded to m.v. T JILIWONG, when this 
vessel arrived in Japan on her maiden voyage. 

Upon arrival at Nagoya we were surprised - to say the 
least, when a deputation .from the Harbour Office came 
on board to convey, on behalf of Mr Mikine Kuwahara, 
President of the Nagoya Port Authority, the following 
message of welcome to the TJILIWoNG: 

" W e have the honour of expressing herewith our 
congratulation on your glorious birth and sincerely 
hope you will contribute toward the promotion o£ the 
sea transport and trade service hereafter. 

It is our great pleasure and pride to welcome you to 
this port and see your gallant, splendid and youth ful 
appearance under our eyes. 

As you probably know, Port of Nagoya is ranking one 
of the leading ports of Japan in the view point of 
the am.ount of cargo handled and also in the number 
of ships coming in and going out. 

In order to make it possible to offer better service to 
more ships, we have always been concentrating our 
utmost efforts toward t he improvement of port services, 
and sincerely wish you will favour us with your 
frequent callings. 

Closing this brief message we do heartily pr.1y for your 
safe navigation and . happiness of your crew." 

With this message came a beautiful wooden plaque, con
taining in its centre a facsimile of Nagoya Castle, made 
of the world famous cloisonne enamel. 

We experienced a similar honour at Yokohama where the 
Mayor of Yokoh ama presented us with an excellent ' framed 
woodblock print, depicting the well known snowcapped 
volcano Fujiyama, thus commemorating TJILIWONG's first 
visit to that port. 

T o express our gratitude, we gave both presen ts a suitable 
and permanent place of honour on the walls of the 
passengers' and officers' lounge. 



P E RSONALITIES 

Mr Victor Ardy, founder, resident conductor and Honorary 
Secretary of the H ong Kong Concert Orchestra left H ong 
Kong ro go on home leave via South Africa on board 
m.v. RuYs on February 24th. Some thirty players of the 
orchestra came to see Mr and Mrs Ardy off. They brought 
their instruments along and played for over an hour a 
variety of musical numbers on board the ship. 

Ir R. Boorsma, R.I.L.'s Asst. Superintendent Engineer, 
vistted Singapore at the end of February to supervise repairs 
on board m.v. MAETSUYCKER. 

Mr C .W . Jeremiasse, R.I.L.'s Superintendent Engineer, was 
i n Australia during the latter half of February, to inspect 
the n ewbuildings STRAAT CLE.MENT and SrRAAT C LARENCE, 
which vessels - employed in ESAAS and IN DIAS respec
tively- do not call at Hong Kong. 

Mr T.G.R.P. Nolson, Manager of IU.L.'s Catering and 
Purchasing Dept. , H .K. H.O., left H ong Kong for Japan 
on board m.v. BoissEVAIN to inspect the CD organization 
and to discuss CD matters on board and in Japan. 

JUBILEE 

Mr J.S. Thorpe (Sydney) will commemorate his 251h 
anniversary with JU.L. on April qth. 

PROMOTIONS 

Our congratulations go to the following officers, who were 
promoted to 5th Engineer : 

Mr P.A.v.d. Berg 
, W. Waldus 

retroactive per 2- 11-59 
, 25- 1-6o 

NEW PERSONNEL 

A hearty welcome is extended to the following 
R.I.L.'ers who recently took up employment: 

new 

Mr H. Muys 
, D.R. den Braber 
, G.G. j . Witkamp 
, J .Th .M. Lispct 

K.v.d. Ztc 
, J .C. de Geus 

Chief Officer 

4th 
, ,, 

5th Engineer 
, 

E mploye 

EXAMINATION RESULTS 

O ur congratulations 
passed examinations 

to go to the following officers, who 
as indicated below: 

Mr J.H. van D ijk 
, B.v.d. Berg 
, F . L.S. Dreyer 
, H. \V . Lt. Feisscr 
, j . Hnitsma 
, A. Minne,ma 
, R . Hu izinga 
, G. Z wcegman 
, P.A.v.d . lkrg 

W. W aldus 

2nd Officer 
)rd 

3rd Engineer 
4th 

) th 

Th.I 25· 2 6o 
ll 1K- 2-6o 
11 4• 3·00 

T ILl 18- 2-6o 

" 
25- 2-6o 

II 15- 2-6o 
A ll- 3·00 
B 2Ci- 2-Go 

ASW 2·II-YJ 
VD 25- 1-Go 

LEAVING 

Mr P.A.v.d . llurg 
Th. 1\.wak 

, A. Gillesse 
M . Lablans 
P. Sluiter 

( OR LEFT) 

_;rd Officer 
5th Engi necr 
, 

H. Employe 
Employe 

LEAVE 

SERVICE 

own request 

,, 

The following personnel went on leave: 

.Mr R. Jungeling 
, J .J .E.M. Bru ) n 
, J. Zcylcmakcr 

V. Linschotcn 
L.P. Vink 

, L. van Hulst 
G. Vischcr 
G. Olicmans 

, D . Coppoolst' 
, C. H oogerhcidc 
, G .H .J. van Echtcn 

I 
Those who returned are: 

Mr C. Dekker 
, j. jacobs 
" n .v.d. Berg 
, J. H aitsma 
, H . W. Lt. Feisscr 
, M. de Groot 
, J. den Hamer 
, J .H. Kokshoorn 
, A. Minnesma 
, R. Huizinga 
, B.W.M. van Gelder 
, C.G.A.v. Lin dcrn 
, A.W. van Hemmen 

Chid Officer 

, , 
Chid E ngi neer 
Electr -/3rd , 

, I , 
>rd En <~i nccr .> ,., 
4th 
5th , 
Ship's surgeon 
I-I. Employe 

Chid Officer 
znd 

3~d " 
.fth , 
Ch icf Engineer 
, 

2nd 
3rd 
4th " 
r-r. Employe 

poSLcd to 
, m.v. Snt . \'A~' DtEMI:.:-.1 

, 

, BotssEVAIS 

STR. BANKA 
llOISSE\'AI N 

, STR. }OHOR£ 

STR. MAGELHAl·N 
, , TiofSSE\"AI!\" 

, RuYS 
, STR . ToR RES 
, , STR . VAN Drf~~u:o-: 

" STR . BALl 
" " R tJYS 

HK HO VZ 

TRANSFERS OF CAPTAINS AND 

CHIEF ENGINEERS DURING MARCH 1960 

Captain H. Klein was posted w m.v. M.u.TSl:YCKttt. 

Captain P. de Roode, Master of m.v. 1\·IHTSt:\'CKER went on Home 
Leave. 

Captain P.A.f. van dcr Bergh, Master of m.v . TJIPAN\S was posted 
to s.s. TJIKAMI'EK. 

Captain F. \V. Bismeyer, Master of s.s. TpKA~II'EK was posted to 
m.v. TJIPA!'iAS. 

Mr G. Vischcr, Chief Engineer of m.\· . Rt:YS went on Home Leave. 

Mr M. Schaafsma, C hief Engineer of m.v. SntAAT 1\IAGELIIAio.N was 
posted to m.v. Ruvs . 

Mr M. de Groor was posted to m.v . STRAA1' I\·1AGELH.\f.N as C hief 
Engineer . 

Mr F.M. H . Beckers, Chief Engineer of m .v . STRAAT MoZAMBIQUE was 
posted to m.v. TJTPAN.•s. 

Mr D. I\L A.J.v .d . Gugtcn, Chid Engineer of m.v. T JII'ANAS was posted 
to m.v. STRAAT MozA~tBIQUE. 

Mr L . van Hulst, Chief Engineer of m .v. STRAAT Sti'GAI'ORE went on 
Home Leave, prior 10 retirement. 

Mr G.J.C . Bcvclandcr was posted to m.v. STRAAT SINGAPORE as Chief 
E ngineer . 

Mr G. Oliemans, acting Chief Engineer of m., .. SnA.H jonoRE went 
on H ome Leave. 

Mr J.J. Kalkhoven, 2nd Engineer of m.v. SnA.'T ToRRLS was posted 
to m.v. St'RAAl. joHOJ<E as acting Chief Engineer. 

VE OL OE PRINTE RI E , LTD . 
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