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It has been quite some time since we received a photograph suitable for our " Picture of the 
Month" award, but as soon as we saw the picture of m.v. TJILIWONC in Formosa Strait we 
said to ourselves: "This is it, - now we can make a fresh start!" It was taken by Mrs 
Voigt, wife of Mr J.H.W. Voigt, Chief Officer, from aboard the TJITJALF.NCKA, when the 
two vessels met at sea on Chinese New Year. 

Thank you for thinking of us, Mrs Voigt; our reward of HK$ro, should have reached 
you by now. 

* 
from the editor . . . . 

After a long absence, the "Picture of the Month" feature 
has returned to our columns. T o ensure its regular appear
ance we invite your assistance. Snapshots of extraordinary 
cargo operations, unusual cargo carried by R.I.L. and 
special events on board or ashore are very welcome. 

Furthermore you will find in this issue the second article 
by Capt. Mulder on the Dutch in Japan, an article on 
Salvador, Brazil, received from R.I.L.'s Representative in 
South America and a striking picture of the officers and 
crew of m.v. T JtLUWAH at Yokohama. 

* 
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* 
The photographs of TJILIWONC on the centre pages of this 
issue were taken in November last year, but since they 
are very good and interesting shots of this new addition to 

R.I.L.'s Beet, we trust you will not hold this late publication 
against us. 
Capt. Burger in his column Spray relates an interesting 
shipbuilding development, and last but not least we are 
pleased to publish an article with some photographs on 
m.v. CLYDE, a Dutch tug. 
It may be advisable to remind readers that comments on 
articles in the R.l.L. Post and suggestions to improve on 
its contents are much appreciated by us, and when you 
feel inclined to write to us, please do not hesitate l 
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TOWAGE 

ACROSS THE PACIFIC 

In his column Spray in our December issue, Captain 
Burger made mention of the United States " baby flattops" 
sold to breakers in Japan, which were being towed across 
the Pacific by Dutch tugs. 

The three tugs ELBE, CLYDE and OosTZEE left New York 

". ., 

and Boston in the course of October, towing between them 
five obsolete aircraft carriers I 
Many of our readers will have read in their local papers 
that ELsE unfortunately ran into a gale in mid-Pacific. 
The tow lines broke in heavy seas west of H awaii and to 
add to her woes, one tow line fouled up ELBE's propeller. 
The tug was first assisted by a United States destroyer 
RICHARD S. EDWARDS and afterwards by a U.S. Navy tug, 
the MocTOBI. 
Meanwhile the CLYDE had arrived in Honolulu for bunkers 
and she was ordered to leave her own tows behind and to 
hasten to the spot. T he assistance of yet another tug, 
the SuDBURY II en route from Japan to Victoria was sum
moned and the ELBE, free of her tows, was herself to be 
towed to Honolulu, but this became unnecessary when 
divers succeeded in clearing her propeller of the fouled 
wire. She returned to H onolulu for examination and to 
pick up one of the tows, left behind by the CLYDE. 
The CLYDE had meanwhile taken over the MrssroN BAY, 
one of the carriers towed by ELBE and continued on her 
way to Japan. She arrived at Hirao (Japan) on January 
9th, completing a voyage of almost 3 months, and having 
delivered her tow, proceeded to Moji for bunkers and 
engine overhaul. 
The photographs were received from Messrs Holme Ringer, 
R.I.L. Agents at Moji and show the CLYDE having a 
"breathing spell" at Moji. After a two days' stay at Moji 
she was off again to Honolulu, to pick up the remaining 
tow. 
We wish Captain Arie van Dorp and his crew behouden 
vaart en veilige thuiskomst! 



SAKOKU 

The closing of th~ country 

Deshima (to the right) as one sees it nowadays from 
the bridge to the North-West of the former island . 

(Pictures court~sy Foto-Archief M.L . V., Rott~dam). 

Iapan was for a long pm.od officially cloud to foreigners and in 
g~neral this rule tuas strictly obseru~d. Although there were no 
official exceptiom to tl1e rttles, in particttlar circumstances tl1e human 
el~ment crept i11 and contacts were made. 

Of course the Hollanders at Deshima formed a back
window, and if this was not fully open, it was still sligh tly 
ajar. T he many rules and regulations governing their 
living conditions, prevented Japan in general to be au 
courant with developments of Western thought, arts and 
techniques, but a constant seepage through nooks and 
crannies caused the natural inquisitiveness of the better-class 
Japanese to overcome their awe of the stringent rulings, 
and made them an eager market for anything of Dutch 
origin on which they could lay their hands. Evidently the 
servants of the V.O.C. were not at all loath to supply that 
market, not only for the support and favours they could 
expect in return, but either to the benefit of their masters 
or for their own legal, semi-legal and illegal trade that 
supplemented their pay and made their exile worth its 
while. 

Life at Deshima could not be called a "picnic". The island 
was small, only 6oo yards across and 350 yards wide. A 
fairly wide street ran crosswise, and two " watergates " 
marked the Northern and Southern ends. A bridge with 
ample watchhouses on the shore-end connected it to the 
East side with the mainland, and the whole of Japan from 
there onwards was " out of bounds " to our countrymen. 

T he Hollanders on Deshima were all servants of the 
V.O.C., the United East Indian Company, formed after 
the pooling and amalgamation of the different Companies 
previously existing, and competing in a field where it was 
felt there existed sufficient common enemies and competitors 
to stand together and face the " racket ". 

As much, and sometimes all of the trade and tradegoods 
were concentrated and carried on in S.E. Asia, if not on 
Java, the Governor General of the Indies was the actual 
boss of the show. Of course H .O. at home, better known 
as the " Heeren Zeventien" (the seventeen members of the 
Board) had their say as well, but generally speaking 
I?eshima was under the Governor General. For a long 
time there were actually two " Opperhoofden" at Deshima 
of which one went back to Java to report and consult in 
the homeward bound vessel, and the other ran things up 
North, including the compulsor y trip to the court of the 
shogun at Yedo (now T okyo). 

T his trip, with its elaborate preparations and very strict 
protocol, was made roughly once a year to present to the 
shogun the gifts due to him, according to "custom 
immemorial". In our materialistic way of thinking we 
would call this: to grease the palm and think nothing of 
it but, although the results may be identical, we should see 
these things in the light of their days and the spirit of the 
time. The long and tiring journey, by land and partly 
by sea, was a welcome break in the monotony of being 
cooped up on a minute island; the various travelogues 
written by participants in the course of three centuries show 
this clearly. On the other hand there was also much 
interest on the part of the local people. Many an 
illustrated Japanese book of the period show scenes of 
Hollanders passing through, or staying at, the prescribed 
inns. And although we have no concrete proof, it is 
obvious that whenever the party passed through several of 
the big cities, scholars and others approached the more 
intellectual members of the party in order to get first-hand 
information and books they needed. 



Without reflecting on the merchants as such, it need not 
surprise us that in the field of dissemination of Western 
k11owledge in Japan, the Doctors of the "Factory" have 
been mentioned very early indeed; but we cannot help 
suspecting that some of them - invariably brought out from 
Holland as ships' surgeons- still reeked of the shaving 
soap they handled earlier in their career ! Already in 164~ 
mention was made of Dr Caspar Schaembergen; thiny years 
later we come across Dr Kaempter, who was also an ardent 
botanist; r688 : Dr H offmans, 1702: Dr Kesteloot, 1775 : 
Dr Karl Thunberg, a Swede and also a botanist, and from 
1820 onwards the years of Dr Philip von Siebold, a German 
engaged by the V.O.C. The latter wrote many books on 
Japan and Things Jap anese; he was an ardent collector of 
ethnographic objects and formed a collection that htcr 
became the nucleus of the present Museum of Ethnology 
at Leyden. When his collector's passion extended to maps 
of the country, he was expelled from Japan , but later on 
was accepted again to resume his training of Japanese 
medical students and the treating of numerous patients. 
Whilst on this subject, we may as well note that the first 
hospital in Japan, established at Nagasaki , was a joint 
Japanese-Dutch enterprise. 

In the Japanese med ical world the name~ of Dutch 
surgeons, like Pompe van Meerden ·oort, Bauduin and many 
others are still being revered as pioneers in th e field of 
Western medicine. 

In other fields as well , the Dutch supplied " teachers" to 
the eager Japanese : In 1648 the small-arms expert Jurriaan 
Schaedel was landed from one of the ships to train Japanese 
soldiers and in 1729 another example was Sergeant 
Kcyserlingh , to name only two. 

Repeatedly requests were made by the local "bigwigs" for 
novelties - ranging from camels to clocks - , to include most 
of the time someone to handle the new toy, and we can 
easily imagine how these requests were met in order to 
alleviate the ever-difficult negoti:nions on prices and com
modities both of import and export. 

On the ships plying on Japan in these centuries, we are 
more or less fully informed from the archives now in the 
H ague, and several works treating the subject. The first 
ship we should mention is the Portuguese " Madre de Dios", 
arriving in r65o to announce the amalgamation of Sp3in 
and Portugal to the Japanese Court. In sheer fright of 
what the combined efforts of the two relig ious countries' 
zealots might do to the internal peace and order of Japan, 
the vessel was attacked until the Captain decided to blow 
her up. The event created a big " bang" in the country ! 

But as our countrymen did not infringe on tire numer
ous rulings too much - -nor too obviously - they were able 
to stick it out. Of course they bitterly complained to the 
Government of the unrelenting attitude of the Japanese 
Government, but all this, and some more, should be seen 
against their private and vested interests, a large amount of 
egotism and a total indiffe rence towards the di fficulties the 
Japanese faced internally. 

There were unlucky years as well : in 1709 " Monster " 
foundered, in 1714 " Arion" and in 1719 "Slot van Capelle", 
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Dutch Cemetery at lnassa ( Nagnsati). 

Ent rance Gale to tl1e " Oranda Yaslliki " 111 

Ot•slu"ma·ll'ard of Nagasati City . 

" Meeroogh" ;mel " Cathari ne", all three Japan-bound, fa iled 
to arri ,·e and were lost in typhoons or on the reefs and 
rocks between Java and Japan. These disasters, of course, 
brought huge losses to the Company, its servants and other 
interested parties, and induced the Deshima traders to 
redouble their efforts to get better and bigger cargoes from 
Japan. Smuggling resulted and several Japanese were be
headed for partaking in thnt exciting game. 

In 1772 a great stir was caused by the loss of the " Burgh" 
in a gale on the south coast of Japan. When she had 
been abandoned by h er crew and the storm abated, she 
still floated and drifted ashore. When the Japanese salvaged 
her cargo, it was evident that a lot of official , semi-official 
and illegal smuggling was being perpetrated by all con
cerned, irrespective of nationality, creed or rank. The 
whole affair reeked so much that it was decided "higher 
up" to bury it quick and lively ... 

Cont . next page. 



Towards the end of that century Holland was occupied 
by the French and the Indies by the British. Only at 
Deshima our proud tricolor was kept flying by the 
"Opperhoofd" Hendrick Doeff (r799- 1817) who, not
withstanding the absence of ships and cargoes, kept the 
"Factory" going on credit, and even forestalled an effort 
of the British, by their Lord Pellew in command of the 
"Phaeton", flying the Dutch flag to entice the Japanese 
to recognise them as rightful traders and hand over 
Deshima (18o8). On his way to follow the "Madre de 
Dios", Lord Pellew thought it "better to get a breath of 
fresh sea-air in the China Seas" ! Some years later a fresh 
attempt was made, this time using money instead of guns. 
Although Doeff partly acceded to proposals he managed to 
keep the flag flying! 

We cannot but conclude this part of our story, so far 
typically of ships and men, by mentioning two ladies who 
made an effort to keep their husbands company against the 
orders of the Japanese Government. The first plucky 
woman was Mrs Cock Blomhoff accompanied by her little 
son and a Dutch nurse. She was ousted on the next ship 
southbound, but her appearance left an indelible impression 
on Japanese artists who made dozens of pictures of the 
group. This was in the 182o-ies and was only repeated a 
few years later by Mrs de Villeneuve with as little success. 
The period of seclusion was drawing to an end but the 
ships and men figuring in the last decade rather belong to 
the modern period, although their presence was indicated 
by, and hastened the final disintegration of the seclusion 
policy. 

* * 

Mimi de Villeneuve. 

* 

\ 

(CourteJy RijksnJUJetlm voor Volkenk tmde , 

Lei den, Holland). 

BOOKS ON THE R.I . L. AREA 

The Typhoon' s Eye, by Preston 
16 JhillingJ. 

To say we read this book from cover to cover in one single 
session would be exaggerating just a trifle. But it is a fact 
that it was hard to put it down and not pick it up again 
rightaway. 

We may have been away from good old Hong Kong for 
too long and secretly yearn to know a little more about 
the doings there than what we gather from a casual remark 
in a friend's letter. It may also be that we have formed 
ideas and even opinions about Hong Kong and find them 
confirmed; we know from experience that can be very 
soothing to one's ego. 

However, there it is; a yarn about our Island and a few 
of the people one might meet there any day. True to life 
and through the eyes of one that knows his whereabouts 
thoroughly, besides having the gift of describing them 
vividly. We are not so much concerned with his portrayal 
of Americans and may even consider them handpicked 

Schoyer, LondotJ , fonathatJ Cape, 

to allow the story to develop as it does, but all the other 
characters in the book are just random people, types we 
have often come across in Hong Kong. 

Of course Love rears its ugly head in the story, or have 
I got my metaphors mixed? Anyway after H an Su-yin 
we can enjoy that part with relish and need not wonder 
at the ultimate solution of the racial problem. 

The title has been cleverly chosen in relation to the relative 
calm in the center of a typhoon; it applies both to Hong 
Kong and to the week-end around which the story centers. 

The author's verdict on all Hong K ong-ites, including 
ourselves, is contained in the last five pages of the book. 
They are well worth reading and re-reading and are to be 
considered gravely. In these last pages the author offers 
an indication of what to expect in the fu ture as well as 
an explanation of what went wrong in the past. 

(Contributed) 



THE END OF A LONG JOURNEY 

.1/tllougll '"" llav~: alr~:ady publisll~:d st:vt:ral it~:ms concerning tht: 
STRAAT CLEMENT, tilt: were pleased to r~:ceiv~: an articlt: dealing 
with the trip by her Chinese Crt:w from Rotterdam to Flensbtrrg 
(Germany) - r111d tlleir impressions of Europe . Tile artie/~: tvas 
contributed by Jfr L. Hommels of the Amst~:rdam He-ad Office, 
who ctct~:d as " leader of the party" during this last lap of 11 long 
;our111:y, wllich startrd in Hong Kong on December 211d. 

After a ten days' stay in Holland the crew left Katendrecht 
_ the " Chinatown " of Rotterdam - in the early hours 
(3·45 a.m. precisely) one Sunday morning travelling in two 
luxurious sightseeing coaches. During the first hours of 
the drive most crewmembers tried to catch up with some 
lost sleep, but when the coaches drove through the wooded, 
eastern part of the Netherlands everyone was fully awake, 
watching the many hares and rabbits scattering along the 
roads in the glare of the headlights. The frontier near 
Denekamp was reached around 7·30 a.m.; this meant an 
hour's break to stretch the legs and to have some hot 
drinks in a nearby restaurant, whilst the leader and a 
police-official completed the usual frontier form:tli ties. 

Boarding the coaches once more, we entered Germany over 
a small bridge linking that country with the Netherlands. 

A new experience to most members of the crew was 
the snow they saw in various places, and they also showed 
interest in the landscape which, in some respects, differs 
from the Netherlands, especially the road - and house 
building. When waiting for traffic lights in towns and 
villages, the .inhabitants and passers-by were obviously 
intrigued by the passengers of the coaches, as they had 
seldom, or never before, seen a Chinese crew. 

A few miles east of Bremen we reached the "Autobahn", 
which is a super-highway. We stopped at a restaurant 
along this Autobahn for another well-earned rest and re
inforced the "inner man" with soup and tea, etc. The 
waitress in this "Raststii. tte" declared that this was the first 
time they had a Chinese party as their guests! 

And so we continued with the journey along this excellent 
highway, passing through Hamburg, the " Holstein'sche 
Schweiz" (Switzerland of H olstein) with its beau tiful 
scenery and lakes, and after another break on towards Kiel 
and our ultimate goal - Flensburg. 
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Upon arrival at the appointed place, namely the " Hotel 
Norden", Captain A.J.v.d. Heyden, Chief Engineer P.V. 
van Gameren and Chief Officer W. Ineke were there to 
greet us, dressed in their uniforms in order to let the crew 
feel that they were "at home" now! A wonderful Chinese 
dinner was served to the tired crew, who had at last com
pleted the 700 km journey in r6 hours. 

After the meal, the crew took their seats in the coaches for 
the very last time to drive to the yard of the "Flensburger 
Schiffsbau Gescilschaft" where they embarked on the brand
new STRAAT CLEMENT. They were delighted to see that 
their accommodation and galley was ready for immediate 
use and one can imagine how happy they felt. 

No doubt the crew enjoyed the overland journey which 
gave them a chance to see yet another new country in 
Europe. 

* * 
DECK CARGO ON BOARD TJIMENTENG 

When, towards the end of last year, not all cargo offering 
for TJIMENTENG could be squeezed under deck, the only 
solution was to stow part of the cargo on deck. This 
photograph, made by Mr S. Westerweel, znd Officer of 
m.v. TJIMENTENG, shows the deck cargo on the -fore-ship, 
carefully covered and securely lashed. 



I 
TJILIWONG DELIVERED 

I 
AT ROTTERDAM 

I 

NOVEMBER 24, 19S9 
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T he photog-raphs on these pages 
show m.v. TJILIWONG en route from 
Zalrbommel to Ro t te r d am , and 
alongside the Parkkade in t he latter 
port , wh ere sh~ was delivered. 

Zaltbommel is some 50 miles inland 
and from one railway bridge an 
ent ire span had to be removed by 
a floating crane to let TJILJWONG 
pass. 

At the top of this page the shining 
whee I house, at the bottom the 
~r~ckless shaft tunnel. 

In the photograph overlooking the 
stern, 2 bigger sisters are visible on 
th: opposite side of the river : 
s.s. NtE UW AMs TERDAM and s.s. 
RoTTERDAM, the two largest ships 
of the N e; herb nds Merchant N avy. 



* 
R. I.L . ACTIVITIES 

Tonnage 
With the delivery of s.s. DoRsET, end January, the total 
number of vessels in R.I.L. employ rose to 52 units with a 
combined S.D.W. of O\"Cr 400,000 tons. 

CHIWAS 
VAN WAERWIJCK, sailing in April from Shanghai, will be 
R.LL.'s firs t ship in a direct service from China to South 
and West Africa. 

Offices in Africa 
R.I.L. will shortly station a staff member in both Ceno:ral 
and West Africa, where thus far they had no representative 
of their own. There will be an " Inspector R.I.L. in 
West Africa", who will be stationed at Lagos; the "R.I.L. 
Representative in Central Africa" will be stationed at 
Salisbury. 

Straat Cumberland was launch ed from the; yards of " De 
Merwede", Hardinxveld on February 2oth. Mrs A.H. 
Korthals, wife of the Dutch Minister for Transport, per
formed the launching ceremony. 

s.s. Dorset 
When the charter vessel DoRSET sailed from Z:mzibar for 
the Far East on February 22nd, she haJ almost 15,ouo 
scaletons on board. 

m.v. Tjipanas 
At the end of her present voyage m. v. TJII'ANAS will leave 
Ext. EAFS employ and enter JH SIS, sailing from Japan 
March 17th. 

m.v. Schouten will give an extra sailing from Walvis Bay 
and South African ports to the Far Eas .. ET D Africa 
early April. 
m.v. Straat Madura 
In response to an appeal made by the Mauritius Govern
ment through the United Kingdom High Commissioner 
in Canberra, STRAAT MADURA made an u ""!scheduled call at 
Adelaide to load a quantity of galvanized iron sheets, 
urgently required in Port Louis in view of the recent 
cyclone damage. 

* 

NEW OFFICE SYDNEY 

R.I.L. have purchased a modern building in Sydney to 
house the office of the Manager for Australia and New 
Zealand. This building is situated on the corner of George 
and Jamison S~reets, within 75 yards of the present Sydney 
office anu that much closer to the heart of the city. T he 
new premises wi~ l be occupied towards the end of May. 

* 
WACHT TE KOOI 

In ons nummer van Februari 1959 gaven wij U een korte 
beschrijving nn de Stichting Nedcrlands Studiecentrum 
\"oor Zeevarenden. 

Het doel van deze stichting 1s: 

" het bevorderen van de mogelijkheid tot een zinvolle 
" vrijetijds-besteding van zee"arenden in dienst van in 
" Nederland gevestigde rederijen. 

en de middelen tot het berciken van dit doel worden in de 
statu ten als volgt omschreven: 

" door het verstrekken van voorlichting, hulp in de 
" vorm van advies, cursus materiaal, studieboeken, ere. 
" aan die zeevarenden, die aan boord een speciale studie 
" of hobby wensen op te vatten, respectievelijk wensen 
" te hervatten; 
" door het organiseren van competities op het gebied 
" van hand en kunstvaardigheid, alsmede op het terrein 
" van andere prestaties; door alle andere wettige mid
" delen, die dienstig z ijn. 

De Stichting zond ons het winternummer van haar 
kwartaalblad "Wacht te Kooi" ter inzage, om dit meerdere 
bekendheid in een wijdere kring to geven. 

" W acht te Kooi " is een zeer goed verzorgd orgaan en 
het winternummer bevat een aantal artikelen over bijzon
du gevarieerde onderwerpen. Naast een uitgebreide en 
gedetailleerde beschrijving voor het bouwen van een model 
van de " Clyde " vinden wij artikelen over philatelic, 
Esperanto, Gedenkboeken van Nederlandse rederijen, Judo 
aan board van de "Aalsum" , filmen aan boord enz., kortom 
een zeer interessant geheel. 

Kapitein Mulder, redactie-lid van " Wacht te Kooi" schree£ 
ons dat zoveel mogelijk artikelen worden opgenomen over 
onderwerpen, welke door zeevarenden worden aangevraagd. 
Verder is er een permanente behoefte aan fo:o's van de 
zee en van schepen, ge~aakt door zeevarenden. 

H et abonnenmentsgeld voor "Wacht te Kooi" bedr aagt 
f 3,- per jaar; het adres van de Stichting is Veerkade 2, 

Rotterdam, Postbus 1~ (Gironummer 154903). 

Indien gewenst kunt U via de Redactie van de R.l.L. Post 
een proefnummer aanvragen. 



NOTHING BUT ROSES! 

An American lady passenger aboard m.v. TEcELBERG was 
recenJy the V.I.P. for whom no red roses could be obtained 
anywhere in Singapore. Forty-two red roses should have 
marked a very important date in her life: Her 42nd 
wedding anniversary I 

The husband, from White Plains, New York, ~em a long 
cable to R.I.L.'s Agents in Penang, asking them to arrange 
that 42 roses be delivered to his wife on The Day. 
Since at the time the cable was rec~ived, the TEGELBERG 
was still in Singapore, contents were passed on to that 
office. 

A simple task? It should have been, for normal! y one can 
buy dozens of sheaves of red roses in any shop, but on 
that particular day not one single bloom could be found. 
Everyone in the office was on the look-out, but no luck! 
Then somebody thought of the Press. Surely where no 
one else could succeed, these newspaper boys should be 
able to dig them up somewhere, and quite willingly they 
joined in the hunt! Systematically, they combed every 
florist shop and rural grower in that area, but wherever 
they went the answer was the same "Sorry, no red roses 
-not even one". 

Finally they had to give up and like a boomerang, the 
cable bounced back to Penang. There at last the mission 
was accomplished. When the T EGELBERG docked in that 
port, forty-two long-stemmed red roses were presented to 
the lady in question who, unknown to herself, was the 
object of a big hunt! 

* 

OLD PAPER 

* 
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WHO LAUGHS BEST? 

When Mr F. Kummer had handed over his duties at 
Sydney to Mr J.J. Edelman, he was seen off at Kingsford 
Smith airport at midnight on January 22nd. 

The actual "leave-taking" between "old" and " new" was 
photographed by Mr Bruce Polain of R.I.L.'s Sydney office. 

Besides Messrs Edelman and Polain, another dozen staff
members of R.I.L. Sydney were present - in the rain - to 
wave farewell to a happy colleague. 

* 
Our ancestors - many centuries ago- must indeed have had 
fewer headaches than we have, if only for one reason: 
They did not know a commodity called "Paper"_ 

In our present day society the use of paper has grown into 
unbelieveable quantities- especially the writing kind- and 
R.I.L. make no exception. The larger our operations grow, 
the more has to be entrusted to paper. 

We always refer to cargo carryings in "tons", but when 
talking of letters we use the unit "page". But also to this, 
the well-known proverb " Many a pickle, makes a mickle" 
can be applied. 

In the course of months and years the files and ledgers at 
the Hong Kong Headoffice take on enormous proportions 
and those who wonder what on earth happens to it all, 
we would like to reassure: Not everything that has been 
written on paper is kept forever! Fortunately, one day 
the moment comes along when certain papers can - accord
ing to a carefully drawn-up "destroying program" -be 
disposed of. Whenever this time comes around, the staff 
~f the .~iling and Mailing ,.Department a.:e n~ t talking of 

pages any longer but of tons of paper whtch are to be 
destroyed. 

In large bundles and sacks these papers are loaded on to 
trucks and taken to a Government building in Hong Ko"ng 
where- under watchful eyes - they are burnt in a huge 
incinerator. 



It was near the present city that a Portuguese fleet - under 
command of the well-known seafarer Cabral - dropped 
anchor on April 24th, rsoo, two days after the discovery 
of the land. then known as "Vera Cruz", afterwards called 
Brazil. 

SALVADOR - or Bahia, as it was called in former days 
was the first city founded by the Portuguese (in r549 by 
Tome de Souza) and was the seat of Government in Brazil 
until r763. In the 17th century Bahia was for a number 
of years in Dutch hands, at the time when the Portuguese 
mother-country was annexed to Spain. -

From its picturesque waterfront the city climbs up a 
perpendicular cliff and, like a two-story house, has two 
distinct levels, one some 200 feet above the other, which 
are connected by cable cars, elevators and several steep 
roads. They arc generally known as the "Baixa" - the 
old, lower city, which is also the commercial and banking 
section- and the "Alta"- the more modern, upper city, 
where many private residences and government buildings 
are situated. 

Salvador today still bears indelible marks of its old-time 
grandeur which can be seen in its old mansions, its churches 
and forts. It is said jokingly that there are 365 churches 
in Salvador, one for each day of the year, but in actual 
fac t the number is 135, including chapels. 

The Gold Magnates of Minas Gerais poured their fortunes 
into the building of these churches, so, a little earlier, did 
the Sugar Barons of Salvador. 

Invariably, visitors are awed by the dazzling splendour of 
the many churches. The most famous of them all - the 
Sao Francisco de Assis church, Ranked by the Franciscan 
monastery, was founded in 1587. The interior of the church 
- in pure baroque style, with scarcely a square foot of 
space unembellished with elaborately carved rosewood, over-
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THE WORLD OUTSIDE 

SALVADOR 

A City with a famous history 

The laJt time we published n11 artide 111 tltis 

series was ;, our Sept~mbcr '959 isme, n11d 

once more we m·e retuming to Brazil to pick 

up the threads of IJistGI')' by giving you n short 

account of the ofd~st city-which is also the 

Capital of the State of Tiaflia-in t!Jat country. 

namely SALVADOR, or Siio Salvador da Baia 

de Todos os Samos, to give tile port its full 

original name, meani11g " Holy Sm•iour of All 

Saims' Ray". 

laid with gold leaf - contr:Jsts with its simple, dignified 
exterior. 

Some of the most beautiful and untouched colonial 
dwellings are still located near the city's oldest churches; 
the " House of the Seven Lanterns", which is one of the 
oldest remaining mansions, was built in the 17th century. 

Of historical interest is the " Porto da Barr:1", 
quaint forts- Sao D iego and Santa Maria. 
that the Dutch invaders landed in r624. 

with its two 
It is there 

To date, Salvador has :1 population of about 3oo,ooo people 
and it is the largest centre of the cocoa and tobacco trade 
in Brazil and also the home of "Fratelli Vita", manu
facturers of famous crystals, which, for their vibration, 
brightness and perfection are considered to be the best in 
the world (orders are only accepted for delivery in about 
three years I). 

The city itself portrays a rich tapestry of Brazilian life 
into which are woven its diverse racial elements - fndian, 
Portuguese and Negro - the cultural heritage of all three, 
their pioneering and liberty-loving spiri t and their zest for 
life. Apart from art and learning implanted by the Jesuits, 
the city's tradition is also flavoured wi.h the primitive 
folklore of Africa - preserved in the music, dances and 
macumba (voodoo) ritual of present-Jay descendants of 
Sudanese slaves. A blended fragrance of coffee, cocoa, 
church incense and tropical bloom pervades the air all the 
year round. 

The Old World atmosphere which clings to the ancient 
part of the city is reminiscent of Lisbon, whence came fine 
tiles and polished stones to embellish the colonial mansions 
and monasteries two and three centuries ago. 

Unspoilt and genuine, Salvador is truly "a city with a 
famous history". 



Article contributed by the office of R.I.L. 's 
Reprcscntati vc in Buenos Aires. 

Pfloto 's Courtesy Brazilian Govt. Inform 
ation Service, Buenos Aires. 

SPRAY 

The Supreme Court of New South Wales passed sentence 
in a very complicated case of fire on one of the wharves 
in Australia. British Owners of a ship were held 
responsible for the damage. 

This fire had been caused by a series of unusual events. 
The ship had wasted some fuel in the harbour and a 
member of the crew threw a tuft of cotton waste over 
the side. This cotton waste landed upon some floating 
rubbish. After sixty hours of floating through the harbour, 
the "raft", still carrying the - in the mean time soaked 
with fuel, piece of cotton waste - came along a wharf, 
where some welding was done. A spark from the welding 
landed upon the cotton waste and a fire was started, which 
spread to the wharf and caused considerable damage to 
various installations. 

During World War II, 700 T2 tankers of r6,ooo tons D.W. 
were built. At the end of the war, the remaining T2 
tankers were too good to be sold for scrap and too bad for 
a long period of service. At the moment the section, con
taining the tanks of these ships is worn-out, while the 
engine is still in " running condition". Moreover tankers 
of t6,ooo tons are out of date and too small to be used 
on a profitable basis. Ore-carriers, however, are much in 
demand and the Greek Owner Lemos has decided to 
"jumboize" two of his remaining T2 tankers into ore
carriers of 22,890 tons D.W. This job has been granted 
to the Netherland Dock and Shipbuilding Company at 
Amsterdam. 

"Jumboizing" these ships is a rather complicated job for the 
yard. The old ship is towed into one of the ship-building 
docks. Instead of the bow first, as usual , the stern-first 
system is used. When the ship is in position, the aft tanks 
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are filled and the forepart of the tanker- just ahead of 
the engineroom - is cut off. The dock is flooded and the 
forepart of the ship floats while the stern, with its ballasted 
tanks, remains on the blocks. Now the gate is opened 
and the floating part removed. 

On one of the slips of the yard the new cargo-handling 
section of the future ore-carrier has been constructed and 
launched. The former bridge with the midship's deck
house is cut off from the old ship and reconstructed on 
the remaining aft-ship, to give the new carrier a main
deck without any obstructions. The latter is very useful 
when taking a cargo of ore. 

The new part is towed into the dock and welded on to 

the old stern. Now the stern with its new middle part 
will be undecked, while the bow and old fuel-tanks go
head-first - into the repair-dock. The same method is used, 
fore-peak is filled and the rest of the ship is cut off. The 
old midship is undecked and the bow remains in place. 
Now the old stern with its newly constructed midship is 
towed into the repair-dock against the old bow. 

After a welding-job the new ore-carrier is ready for 
her trials. The total cost of the job will be around 
US$r,soo,ooo, which is about rf 8th of the price of a 
completely new ore-carrier of that size. The builders 
expect the "jumboized" ship will be good for another 16 
years of service. Of course the cost of repairs on the old 
engine will increase and the speed, which was 14 knots for 
the old ship, will decrease a little for the " jumboized" 
one. The order was very welcome to the yard. 

W.F.H.B. 



FERRY TO HONG KONG 

Towards the end of last year the premiere of the film 
'Ferry to Hong Kong' was given in London, and by now 
many of our readers around the world may have seen this 
epic story. To give you a peep behind the scenes of the 
movie world, we publish this photograph taken by Mr 
G.D.M. Boot of HK HO Freight Dept. 

Many turbulent scenes on board the paddle wheeler "Fa 
Tsan" were taken on this ingenious "rocking vessel" con
structed near Deep Water Bay in Hong Kong. Gigantic 
breakers threatening to wash our heroes overboard sprang 
from the nozzles of firehoses or from buckets wielded by 
the producing staff l 

* * * 

SHIPS OF THE WEEK 

On March 4th, the broadcast will be directed to m.v. 
TJISADANE as West Ship and s.s. TJIBODAS as East Ship. 
The West Ship will be en route from Rio de Janeiro to 
Cape T own and the East Ship at Singapore. The list of 
etat-major contained the following names on the day this 
issue had to be sent to the printers:-

Captain 
Chief Mate 
2nd 
3rd 
4th 

" tst Telegraphist 
2nd 

" Chief Engineer 
2nd 
3rd 
4th 
')th 

" 

Appr. , 

m.v. " Tiisadane'' 
West Ship 

E.M. Drukker 
D. Procee 
G.W.E. Gerritsen 
13.G. Coops 
R.Th.F. Brouwer 
P. Boichel 
P.D. Kreb 
P.D. Visser 
J.G.H. Verkerk 
H.J. van Dooren 
P.J. van Cutscm 
A.J. Bongers 
A.J .R. Fransen 
C.J.H.M. Baas 
H .J.M. Rietveld 
M.A. Out 

s.s. " Tiibodas" 
East Sl1ip 

W.A. Giel 
E.F . Aalberts 
O.J. van dec 13aan 
H.E. Kcrkmeycr 
A.A. Fermin 

H . Wijma 

H .l3. Visser 
C. van het Maalpad 
H.A. Klazcma 
W.E. Vermeer 
A. Vcrhocff 
W.M.J. Akkerman 
L . Sinke 
H. Bijl 

PERSONALITIES 

Mr W.M. de Haan returned to Hong Kong on February 
9th. After his leave in Europe, Mr de H aan travelled by 
QuEEN ELIZABETH to New York and visited various offices 
of R.I.L. Agents in the U.S.A. He then flew to South 
America and visited Agents in that area. 

Subsequently Mr de H aan flew to Honolulu, hence travelled 
by PRESIDENT WILSON to Japan. 

The photograph below was taken during a cocktail party 
on board m.v. BoissEvAIN at Santos. 

From left to right: Mr J. H. Hendriks Jansen; Mr 
Guilherme Martinelli, Director of S.A. Martinelli, Santos; 
Dr Ambrogio Bonomi, President of S.A. Martinelli; Baron 
van Heemstra, Netherlands Consul-General in Sao Paulo; 
Captain H. Prins; Baroness van H eemstra; Mr W.M. de 
Haan; Mrs M.W. Aten, wife of Mr M.W. Aten, Director 
of S.A. Martinelli, Sao Paulo; Mr Th. Kuiken, Chief 
Engineer of m.v. BoissEVAIN. 

* * * 

Mr G.M. Pliester, Manager of R.I.L.'s Passage Dept., H.K., 
H .O., left on a business trip to Australia and New Zealand 
on February 1oth. 

In New Zealand Mr Pliester will i.a. attend the P.A.T.A. 
Conference, which this year is held at Christchurch. 

F or the uninitiated: P.A.T.A. is the abbreviation of Pacific 
Area Travel Association. Mr Pliester serves on the Board 
of Directors of this Association. 



FAREWELL MR .J.W.G. MARSMAN 
On February rst Mr J.W.G. 
Marsman, Manager of the 
Purchasing Department of the 
Amsterdam Headoffice, re
tired from the Company after 
47 years(!) of service. 
In those 47 years, Mr Marsman 
rose from "Jongste Bediende" 
to "Chef van Dienst"; ever 
since in 1922 the Purchasing 
Department was established, 
Mr Marsman was Manager of 
same; his activities however 
also extended to Passage and 
Publicity matters. During a 
number of years Mr Marsman 
was Chairman of the Dutch 
Skal Club. 

An official farewell reception was held on January 28th in 
the Boardroom of " Het Scheepvaarthuis " in Amsterdam. 
Mr H.E. Rouffaer in addressing Mr Marsman said that all 
his colleagues and other personnel had great admiration for 
his universal knowledge of Music, Literature, Painting, 
French wines and last but not least the " Interchange ". 
He mentioned that his subordinates had always admired 
his fairness and humanity. Mr Marsman was a "teacher of 
the old school", and although sometimes strict and exact
ing, all who had worked under him would admit that they 
had learned much. He knew how to inspire his sub
ordinates and at the same time he always stood up for 
them. 
Thereafter Mr A.G. de Rooy thanked M: M:mman on 
behalf of the staff of the Purchasing Dept for his kind 
guidance since 1949· He pointed out that during the past 
year in particular, his department had been heavily taxed, 
as six new vessels had to be equipped. Mr de Rooy said 
he felt gratified for being able to take over an efficiently 
run department. 
Mr Marsman, thanking both speakers said that, although 
not feeling old, he realized that he belonged to the "Older 
generation"; he felt that the time had come to entrust the 
work to a younger staff member. In conclusion he said 
the best compliment p~id to him was, that he was leaving 
behind a well run department. 

Mr Marsman was also entertained at dinner at the " Tanah 
Abang" restaurant at Bussum, attended by the depart
mental chiefs of the Amsterdam office, accompanied by 
their wives. 
Mr Speelman, in a speech, dwelt upon the fact that Mr 
Marsman was born in the fin-de siecle and possessed many 
of the good qualities of the fin-de-siecle , such as how to 
face difficulties, to work hard, yet how to enjoy life. 
He then outlined the long and outstanding career of Mr 
Marsman, which had been in keeping with the growth 
of the Company and the growth of Amsterdam office. 
Finally Mr Speelman expressed the hope that Mr Marsman 
would, in many years to come, enjoy a well deserved rest 
m good health, peace and happiness. 

When Mr C. van Doggenaar, Manager of R.I.L.'s Kobe 
Office, left Japan on retirement from the Company at the 
end of last year, he was unable to travel via Hong Kong. 
Managing Directors therefore requested Mr A. A. J. B. 
Masseur, R.I.L.'s Manager for Japan, to invite Mr & Mrs 
Van Do~genaar to a farewell luncheon and to act as host 
on their behalf. This party was held on board the TJIWANr.I 
at Kobe on December 15th. 

Also present were Mr J. Ph. Roose.gaarde Bisschop, newly 
appointed Manager of the Kobe office, Mr J.F. Guterres, 
R.I.L.'s " Grand old man " in Japan, Mr H. Wever , 
Manager of the Osaka office and various other staff mem
bers, both Dutch and Japanese. 
The float ing staff was represented by the Masters and Chief 
Engineers of the vessels in port: Captain J .M. de Bruijn 
and Mr P.C. Spuybroek of m.v. T JIWANGI, and Captain 
H.J.G. Sikkes and Mr T.J.W.H. Kayzer of m.v. VAN 
LmscHOTEN, whilst Mrs de Bruijn and Mrs Spuybroek 
were also present. 

47 

Mr Masseur presented Mrs van Doggenaar with a bouquet 
of roses and during the luncheon addressed the party. 
Recollecting Mr van Doggenaar's career, he said that 
whether with K. P.M. for which company Mr van 
Doggenaar had worked many years or later on with R.I.L., 
Mr van Doggenaar had always enjoyed the reputation 
of being an extremely hard, keen and loyal worker. 
Mr van Doggenaar , in thanking Mr Masseur for his kind 
words, said that the time he spent in Japan will remain 
one of the most pleasant memories of his shipping career. 



• •• 

Captain J.E. Bast, Officers and the entire crew of m.v. 
TJILUWAH posed for this photograph at Yokohama on 
January roth, to serve as a memento to Mr Sham Pan 
( ?t~ ) who, for the past eight years, worked in the 
capacity of Chinese Purser aboard the vessel which he left 
recently. 

* 

NEW PERSONNEL 
A hearty welcome is extended to the following new· 
R.I.L.'ers who recent! y took up employment: 

Mr. H. Dcusicn 3r<l Engineer 

EXAMINATION RESULTS 
Our congratulations 
passed examinations 
Mr F.A. Hcrkcnhoii 

go to the following ofii.:ers, 
as inJicateJ below: 

who 

,, J.B. West 
• , I .H.J\{. van Miltenburg 
, , B.W.M. van Gelder 
. , W.F. Vermeer 

3rcl Officer II 

, " 
yd Engineer 
5th 

II 
B 
J\ 
A 

13 · I · I 9i)o 

7-r-rg6o 
~s-r -rg6o 

l·2·Ig00 

2.:2-1g6o 

LEAVING (OR LEFT) SERVICE 
Mr W . van Hoboken 
., J. van Ginkcl 
, A. Hiskc~ 
, \V. T. v:tn <kr Hock 

3rd Officer 
~th " 

own request 

;rd Engin<'t' r 

LEAVE 
The following personnel 

Captain P. de Roode 
Mr C. Nanninga 

, H. Prnnk 
, T.F.J.S.v. Haastcren 
,. B.P. van Calker 
,. W .J, Evsink 
., A.N. Houvy 

went on leave : 

Chid OHiccr 
,, .. 

)rd Officer 
:lrd Enginct·r 

Adj. cha ,·an Llicn't 

* * 

Those who returned are: 

Mr j .H .M. van :V!iltcnburg 
, \V .F. Vermeer 
. , I. Zonncvdd 

3rd Eng. 

)lh " 

Adj. Chef 

p<JStcd to m. v . T pMNT)E1 

, s.s. TpeoDAs 
Djakarta 

TRANSFERS OF CAPTAINS DURING 

FEBRUARY 1960 
Captain A.J. van Ankcrcn was posted to m.v . STRAAT MALAKKA. 

Captain H . Klein is awaiti ng a new command. 
Captain I. Versteeg, Master uf m.v . T)BIENTENG went on Intermediate 
Leave . 
~1r J.H.\V. Voigt, Chief Officer cf m .v. T J ITJALENGKA was posted to 
m.v. TJmENTF.NG as Acting Master . 

* 
* * 

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 
Mr C. Nanninga, Chief Officer, who represented the sea
farers on the Editorial Committee since February, 1959, 
left Hong Kong last m onth on home leave. 

We thank Mr Nanninga for his valuable assistance and 
take this opportunity in welcoming Mr Th. Rose, Chief 
Officer, as his successor on the Committee. Mr Rose i~ 
now temporarily attached to the Marine Department of 
H .K. H.O. and has previously served on the Editorial 
Committee. (May ItJ54 to March 1955). 

Y£ OLOE PRINTE R! E . 1.. TO. 
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