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SAYONARA TJIBESAR 

" The Panamanian s.s. CERES 
of 10.854 tons gross, hu ilt in 
1922, and owned hy the Cia 
Globo de Nav. S.A. , has been 
sold to the Koyage Sangyo 
Kiscn Kaish a for £r29,oou -
for breaking up wi th dclin:ry 
Japan this month " . 

Not all our readns may know 
that this was once R.l.L. 's 
largest f r c i g h t e r ; for many 
years one of the largest Dutch 
cargo vessd s, and one of the 
five J.C.J.L. vessels afloat at 

the end of W orld W ar 1I : s.s. TJ!BF.SAR. 

' 

Built at Glasgow and delivered in 1922, TJIRf.SAII was 
originally intended to be brought in as J.C.J.L. vessel in the 
H olland-East Asia Line. By the time when vessel was 
completed , circumstances had changed a nd a fter a number 
of tramp voyages TJI BESAR entered the line services of the 
then J.C.J.L. 

W ith her SOW of 15,) 00 LT 
and bale space of 7oo,ooo eft. 
T J 1 s f. s A R wa s - even for 
present standards - a " good 
sized' ' freighter and during 
her long years of service she 
carried hu ndreds of thousands 
of tons. 

TJill f..sAK came out of the 
war unscathed and still plie(l 
another seven years in various 
R . I.L. se rv ice s . In 1952 
however, a yo ung e r anJ 
t hriftier sister came out: m .v. 

TJI IlANTJET, and TJIIlESAR was sold to the Comp,lllia Globo 
J e Na\·igacion S.A., Panama. 

As CERES we still saw her often around, in japan and in 
H ong Kong , and she went on breaking records when 
loading full cargoes of special commodities. N ow she has 
heen sold again and like so many other vessels, she will 
shortly he broken up in japan. 

SAYONA R,\ T JIBESAR 1 

PERSONALITIES 

A rare event took place on the 29th of October , ' 959· 
:tr Port Louis, Mauritius. 

It was a function held w commemorate the (JOth jubilee 
of The H on . H.G. Robinson wi th Messrs Ireland F raser 
and Co. Ltd., who act as R.I.L. 's Agents in that area. 

Our photograph shows The H on. H .(;. Robinson del iver
ing his speech to some 250 guests wh o, from all accounts, 
made this day a very memorable one indeed. 



NAVIGATION IN THE OLD DAYS 

Although the c:tption of this story would give the impres
sion that it happened in the 17th or 18th century, it actually 
occurred about 33 years ago. 

In December 1926, when serving as a 4rh officer on the old 
TJIPONDOK, we were on our way from Formosa to 
Yokohama, approaching the Japanese "main" and steam
ing on a course about parallel to the coast. The weather 
had been "dirty" for days on end and we had not been able 
to take sights, so that we did not have the faintest idea of 
the ship's position. 

Radio direction finders had not yet been installed, radar 
w:ts of course " inconnu". 

.\.t about 5 o'clock in the afternoon when for some minutes 
we had a little clearer weather, a passenger vessel wa~ 
sighted at about two miles distance, slightly astern, steam
ing on a parallel course. 

At the time I was doing duty as radio operator (4th officers 
acting as wireless operators for some years were a "common 
sight" on our ships), so that the Captain called me to the 
bridge and asked me whether I could try to find out the 
identity of the other vessel and verify her position. 

Some minutes later, when listening in on the 6oo meter 
band - at that time the usual wave length for merchant 
,·essels - I happened to hear very strong signals which 
could only originate from a vessel in our immediate 
neighbourhood. 

I asked the wireless operator on the other ship, which 
happened to be a British passenger vessel, to give me their 
position, which I then showed to our Captain. His reac
tion was that I could not have been in contact with the 
vessel he had seen, because its position differed no less than 
120 miles from our "dead reckoning" which, even making 
allowances for currents, seemed too much. 

When looking up the characteristics of the radio installation 
of the other vessel in the nomenclature I had noticed that 
she had a direction finder. When I mentioned this to the 
Captain, he decided to send a telegram to the other 
Captain, asking him to instruct his raJio operator to take 
$Omc bearings of the TJIPONDOK. 

The Captain of the British vessel agreed, whereafter 
3 bearings were taken at intervals of about 2 hours. 
The other vessel was running a slightly higher speed than 
the TJIPONDOK so that the 3 bearings differed sufficiently, 
to enable us to fix the position of the TJIPONDOK. At 
9 o'clock in the evening we were pretty certain that the 
vessel, which had been sighted at 5 p.m. and the vessel 
which had taken the radiobearings, were one and the same. 

Our Captain then decided to steam towards the coast, 
heading for one of the main Japanese lights and had the 
great satisfaction that after proceeding for one hour in this 
direction, this light indeed could be faintly seen through 
the drizz le, exactly in the direction in which we expected it. 

Consequently our "dead reckoning" had indeed been 120 

miles out, whereas without the radiobearings we would 
probably have missed the entrance to Yokohama Bay and 
would have steamed out far into the Pacific. 

The remainder of the trip (my first voyage as a radio 
operator) also did not pass uneventfully. 

On our homeward voyage to Java, the day after we left 
Hongkong, when testing the emergency sender, gently 
pressing the key, I heard a sound like a gun booming 
above my head. It appeared that a heavy teakwood case 
with 12 accumulators, supplying power for the emergency 
set, standing on the bridge above rhe radio cabin, had 
exploded. 

The officer on duty, who had been sitting on this case 
until a few minutes before the explosion, quite shakenly 
reported that he had seen the cover of the case go high 
up into the air. The case and its contents were " no more" . 

The Chief Engineer, who happened to be in his cabin, 
hearing the explosion had the fright of his life, because 
he thought that one of his boilers had exploded. 

For some days I was a rather unpopular figure. Remarks 
about 4th officers trying their hand at something about 
which apparently they did not have the slightest notion, 
were frequ ently heard. 

One of the engineers, who had been my most intimate 
friend, even posted a copy of a letter to the Head Office on 
the notice board (the original of course was never sent off) 
requesting the removal of this dangerous individual, lurk
ing behind their backs, who might be expected at his next 
try to blow up the whole ship. 

( This contribution was swt to tts by a gentleman who 
prefers to remain anonymous!) 

* 
* * 

This photograph of m.v. 0INoussiOs discharging in Osaka, 
was taken by Mr H.M. Roos of HK HO Freight Depart
ment, while on (busman's) holiday in Japan. 

M.v. OINoussiOs, of Greek flag, was in R.I.L. charter 
during August and September. 
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V ARENDE HOLLANDER HET VLIEGENDE 
HOLLANDER BY KAAP GESIEN 

SAILING HOLLANDER SAW 
"FLYING DUTCHMAN " AT CAPE 

Further to ottr article 'Tl1e legends of tlu: Flying Dfltchman ' , which appeared in the October isme , 
it is our pleamrc to git•c you a true accou11t 011 the same subject, whic!J R.l.L.'s Durban office sent to 
tiS. This was published in the South African paper 'Die Burger' on :21St October, 1959, and we 
pr.'lll it in its original version Afrikaans as well as the English translation. 

Die Vliegende Hollander is weer gesien. Dit is nou vier The " Flying Dutchman " has again been seen. It is now 
jaar seden die legendariese spookskip sy laaste verskyning four years since this legendary ghostship made its last 
gcmaak het. Die keer is hy in 'n storm naby Kaappunt appearan~e. This time it was sighted during a storm near 
gcwaar. Cape Pmnt. 
Die man wat my \utel het dat hy die Hollander gesien het, The man who told me that he had seen the "Hollander" 
is nie iemand wat hom maklik aan die neus laat lei nie. is not a person who can be misled easily. H e is Captain 
H y is kapt. P. Algra, gesagvoerder van die Nederlandse P. Algra, Master of the Netherland freight vessel m.Y. 
vragskip STRAAT MAGELHAEN. Kapt. Algra, 'n ervare STRAAT MAGELHAEN. Captain Algra, an experienced master, 
gesagvoerder, is geen bygelowige nie. is not a superstitious man. 
Dit was in die nag van 7 - 8 Oktober, terwyl die STRAAT It happened on the night of 7-8th October, while the 
MAGELHAEN in 'n sterk suidoosstorm Tafelbaai genader het, STRAAT MAGELHAEN was nearing T able Bay in a strong 
het kapt. Algra vertel. Hy het in sy kajuit gel~ en slaap. southeastern storm. The Captain was asleep in his cabin 
Die tweede stuurrnan was op die brug. and the second officer was on the bridge. 
"Net voor twee-uur hct hy my kom wakker maak en my " Just before two o'clock he woke me up, asking me to 

gcse dat iets snaaks aan die gang was. Daar was 'n come ontho the bridge as there was something funny going 
b on". T ere was a strange noise, and he said he would vreemde suisgeluid en hy wou my liewer op die rug he." 

Kapt. Algra was skaars op die brug of hy en die tweede prefer me to be on the bridge with him. 
stuurman sien 'n groot seilskip reg op die STRAAT Captain Algra was hardly on the bridge when he and the 
MAGELHAF.N afkom. Al die seile was gespan en die skip second officer saw a huge sailing ship heading for the 
het werklik, soos die matrose se, 'n been in sy bek gehad. STRAAT MAGELHAEN. All the sails were tightened and the 
Op die kwartdek het ' n man by die wid gestaan. ship had really " a bone in his mouth" as the sailors say. 

On the quarterdeck a man was standing by the wheel. 
Die skip hct so ,·inning verskyn dat daar geen kans was The ship appeared so quickly that there was not even t ime 
om bcvele tc gee sodat die STRAAT MAGELHAEN hom kon to give orders so that the STRAAT MAGELHAEN could avoid 
vcrmy nie. N et voordat hy teen die STRAAT MAGELHAEN hitting it. Just before the two ships would have collided 
sou hots, het die seilskip verdwyn. the other ship disappeared 1 
Kapt. Algra rcken dat hy en die twcede stuurman die skip Captain Algra says that he and the second officer saw the 
orntrent l\\fee minute gesien hct. ship for about two minutes. 
Die legendc van d ie Vliegende H ollander is al ouer as The legend of the "Flying D utchman" is more than 300 
driehonderd jaar. Dit sou in 1640 gewees het dat H endrik years old. It was in 1640 that Hcndrik Yan der D ecken, 
van der Decken, 'n skipper in diens van die V.O.C., in 'n a skipper in the service of the V.O.C., swore during a 
storm aan die duiwcl geswcer het dat hy om die Kaap son storm that he would sail around the Cape even if it took 
vaar, al sou dit die ewigheid duur. him a lifetime. 
Hoewel die groot spookskip in vroeer jare baic gesien is, Although the large ghostship was seen a lot in earlier 
het sy verskynings in die laaste jare maar min geword . years, its appearances in later years have only been few. 
Sover ek gister kon agterkom, het twee mans hom laas i n As far as I could ascertain, two men last saw it in May, 
Mei 1955 in die T afclbaaise hawe gesien. 1955, in the T able Bay H arbour area. 

NEW ROYAL INTEROCEAN LINES MANAGER 
FOR INDONESIA INTRODUCED 

A series of receptions - to introduce R.I.L.'s new General 
Manager for Indonesia, Mr E.M. van Rhoon, - were 
recently held on board the R.I.L. liner TJ!WANGJ, during 
calls of the vessel at Indonesian ports. 

The large number of guests included Government officials , 
shipping and business men and representatives of diplo
matic, consular and press circles. 

Shown in the pictnre from right to left are: 31r [' A. d.: Loos. ;\4r R . 
Milano-Governor of East f,wa, Mr E .:\1. t '<lll Rlwon , M1· R.M .S . 
l'oerbot1egoro , R. l.L. Agent in Surabay,l and Captain f .. ll . de Bmijn , 
Master of m.v. TJTWANGT . 

The group to the rig/It of Captain de Bruijn inc."udes .\fessrs R. Sarpan 
and R . Malayu, Chiefs of the East fat•a Customs and Im migration 
departments. 
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This picture of H ong Kong Harbour was 
received from Captain H. Zeylstra, Master 
of m.v. VAN H EEMSKERCK. On the left 
hand side m.v. VAN HEEMSKERCK can be 
seen and in the centre of the photograph 
m.v. STRAAT VAN DIEMEN appears. 

The flyin g horse 
of Mythology 

PE GASUS 

Navigators taking twilight sights in the southern hemis
phere frequently look for the great square of Pegasus and 
then shoot Markab to obtain a fix. It's a handy beacon, 
easily found, particularly useful during the months of 
November and December. But how did this famous 
constellation become known as Pegasus? T o find the 
ans~er, turn back the clock some 2,500 or more years to 
anc tent Greece, the cradle of modern thinking, the home 
of some of the world's greatest story tellers. 

Pegasus was just as well known to these ancient Greeks 
as he is today. Actually tales of this phenomenal horse 
were an essential part of every story teller's repertoire. 
H e was a wild, swift and daring one on his flights through 
the clouds; a thousand mile journey was simply a routine 
day's pleasure. T o the ancients, he was a ~ymbol of 
power and speed in the great tradition of all characters 
found in ancient myths. 

~ccording to Greek m ythology, Pegasus had an unusual 
birth. It seems that a beautiful princess named Andromeda 
was chained to a cliff by the citizenry to serve as a meal 
for the local monster. This monster was a Gorgon, one 
of three ugly sisters named Euryale, Stheno and Medusa. 
They were the epitome of horror, with live snakes for hair, 
who were so terrifying that at one glance the looker 
changed to stone. Obviously this made the monster , 
actually Medusa, rather difficult to handle. 

When Medusa arrived for her meal, a Greek hero named 
Perseus also appeared, an event timed in the best H ollywood 

tradition. Perseus was no ordinary gentleman, his father 
was the number one Greek god, Zeus. Although he 
figured he was safe from the "turning-to-stone'' business, 
he took no chances. Using the brightly polished surface 
of his shield as a mirror , he sighted his target ~nd while 
almost unnerved by the horrible countenance, succeeded 
in lopping off Medusa's head, thereby saving the beautiful 
maiden. Medusa's blood, meanwhile, ran over the grou nd 
and as it sank in, a marvellous winged horse sprang full 
grown from the earth. T hus Pegasus was born. 

The winged horse flew around wild for a time until 
Athena, the Goddess of W isdom, caught and tamed him. 
It was she who named him Pegasus, mainly because she 
first saw him beside the springs (Pegai) of Oceanus. Athena 
presented the magnificent winged beast to the Muses, the 
little goddesses of music and song. 

When Bellerophon of Corinth received his assignment from 
the gods to destroy the evil monster Chimera, it was only 
natural for him to look up Pegasus. The two of them 
made short work of Chimera. With this conquest as a 
start, they went on to greater things, racking up an impos
ing list of victories. But as with all the successful ones who 
lived by the sword, Bellerophon's conquests went to his 
head. Finally when this hero was old and conceited, 
Pegasus threw him. Then with a tremendous burst of 
speed, the horse flew away into the sky to become the 
constellation which to this day guides mariners across the 
trackless wastes of oceans to a safe homing in distant ports. 

Thus, when mariners look to the sky and see the great 
square of Pegasus, it's like finding an old friend, a friend 
whose sole reason for living is to make life just a bit 
easier for less fortunate mortal man. 

( Courusy " The Compass" fan. fFeh . 1959 Editio11) 
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NEW VESSELS 

During this and next month no less than five new vessels 
will join the R.I.L. fleet: the three sisterships TJIMANUK, 
TJILtwoNG and TJITARUM, and the two larger vessels STRAAT 
CLARENCE and STRAAT CLEMENT, also sisterships. 

These vessels were built at the following yards : 

Veuel 

m.v. TJIMANUK 

m .v. TJILIWONo 

m.v. TJtTARUM 

m .v. STR. CLARENCE 

m .v . STR. CLEMENT 

Dockyard 

Bijker 's, Gorinchem 
De Waal, Zaltbommcl 
De Biesbosch, D ordrecht 

P . Smit Jr., Rotterdam 
Flcnsburger Schitfsbau-

Gesel!schaft, Germany 

Delit•cry 

14th O ctober 
Exp . 25th November 
Exp. 19th December 

7th November 
Exp. 19th December 

The TJIMANUK·c~ass vessels are of the full scantling type 
and registered with Bureau Veritas. 

m.v. STRAAT CLARENCE and STRAAT CLEMENT are of the 
openj closed shelterdeck type and are delivered as closed 
shelterdeckers. These vessels are classed with Lloyd's 
Register. 

All passenger / office accommodation on th ese vessels are 
fully airconditioned. 

Main particulars of the vessels are: 

G .R.T. 
Length overall 
Breadth overall 
Depth 
S.D.W. 
T otal bale space 
Refrigerated space 
Deeptank space 
Numhcr of holds 

Derri.:ks 

Speed 
Main-engine 

Passengers 

Tiimanuk -type 

3,674 tons 
J26' 
5'' ,;" 
2() 

·h 300 tons 
202,000 eft. 

14,500 eft. (5 rooms) 
8,200 eft. (2 tank s) 

Four holds, each 
with one ' twccnucck 

4 of 3 t"ns 
ll of 6 tons 
1 of 15 tons 

q knots 
Werkspoor-Lugt, 
6-cylinder, sing le 
acting type 
two 2-berth cabins 
one single cabin 

Straat Clare nee-type 

7•-fSO tons (est .) 
455' 
62' 
36' 

9·7i5 tons 
4l9 ,000 eft. 

4),000 eft. 
27,000 eft. (4 tanks) 

Five holds, one ' tweendcck 
in hold V, two 'twccndccks 
in other holds. 
to of 3 ton s 
8 of 6 tons 
1 of 15 tons 

t6}1. knots 
n. & w. 6 cylinder, 
single acting type 

three 2-bcrth cabins 
and three sing le 
cabins with folding 
upper berths 

The deeptanks of both types arc suitable for the carriage 
of edible oils, latex or dry cargo. 

m.v. TJIMANUK gave a sailing on the H.A.L. berth on self
consignment basis and arrived in Port Elizabeth on 
November 4th. Thereafter she assisted in the Africa-Far 
East trade. 

m.v. TJILIWONG will load in West and South Africa during 
the second hal£ of December for Far Eastern destinations. 

m.v. TJITARUM will effect an extra sailing from B.E.A. to 
the F ar East in January 1<)00. 

m.v. STRAAT CLARENCE will be employed in INDIAS, m.v. 
STRAAT CLEMENT in ESAAS. 

R .I.L. - ACTIVITIES 

m.v. Straat Torres - Straat Clarence 

m.v. STRAAT ToRRES will be replaced in INDIAS by m.v. 
STRAAT CLARENCE in the course of D ecember. The latter 
vessel w as delivered by builders in H olland on November 
7th and is now on her way from the Continent to Port 
Sudan with a full cargo o£ flour. From Port Sudan vessel 
will proceed to Bombay. STRAAT ToRRES will proceed in 
December from India to Japan with a cargo of salt and 
subsequently be employed in FEWAS, sailing from Japan 
17/2/1960. 

New Zealand East Asia Service 

The 3 newbuildings TJIMANUK, TJILIWONG and TJITARUM 
will be assigned to this service. Together with VAN N EcK, 
VAN CLooN and VAN NoonT, this service will then be 
maintained with 6 vessels as from early 15)60. 

Africa New Zealand Service 

T o avoid confusion between the abbreviations NZAS and 
NZEAS, the former service will henceforth be referred to 
as Africa - New Zealand Service, abbreviated: ANZS. 

m.v. Straat Rio is expected to be launched from Messrs 
P. Smit's Jr shipyard at Rotterdam on January 23rd, r¢<>. 
Mrs W.M. de H aan has been invited to perform the 
launching ceremony. 

CHARTERS 

Sa:nt Edmund's charter has been extended for another year. 

Dorset (Liberian flag) has been chartered to assist in the 
Sou th America-Japan traffic, delivery Brazilean port 25th 
January - 10th March. 

TCA INTERLINER 

. . . and may I remitld YOU Sir, tl1at yottr 1<11'ifl suys I can 
bring into the cabin" . . . effects neceunry and appropriate for 
the me of the passenger for the p11rposes of tl1e ;ourney" I 

(Court eo y K .L .M. Int crtalk.) 



SHEUM'S CIRCUS 
SPECIAL CARGO FOR M.V. TJIPANAS 

Th~ m·ticlc and photographs w~rc kindly contributed by Mr Ng Sui 
Cht!ong, one of R.l.L .'s Chinese Agents in Hong Kong. 

Sheum's Circus has been well-known in South East Asia 
for decades as great entertainers, and having spent nine 
months in Hong Kong in entertaining the Colony's popula
tion, it left for Manila per m .v. TJIPANAS, which sailed 
on 24th October. 

The circus was originally booked for m.v. BorssEVAIN, but 
when this vessel had to omit her scheduled call at Manila, 
due to threatening congestion, it caused a great deal of 
anxiety to Mr Sheum Cheang Fook, proprietor of the 
circus. However, he was immediately relieved on being 
assured that another R.I.L. vessel, m.v. TJIPANAs, could 
carry all the equipment, but it was regretted that this ship 
did not have sufficient passenger accommodation and the 
artists had to fly to Manila by a chartered 'Cathay Pacific' 
plane on 25th October. 

The cargo from Sheum's Circus consisted of the usual 
equipment, such as canvas tent and poles, chairs, an electric 
generator, a jeep and a lorry, in addition to wild animals 
- elephants, tigers, leopards, chimpanzees, bears, horses, 
monkeys, deer, dogs and buffaloes. The loading of the 
equipment and animals aroused a great deal of sensation 
among nearly all persons on board; they were seized with 
curiosity and flociCed to the deck where the loading took 
place to watch the cargo with keen interest. 

The loading and handling of such cargo on board a 
steamer differs profoundly from any other cargo. It might 
appear a problem to others, but R.I.L. have a great deal 
of experience in handling shipments of wild animals from 
Africa. All animals settled down on the deck peacefully. 

Sheum's Circus arrived in Hong Kong from Formosa in 
January 1959, and started entertainment at Hong Kong 
proper on 8th February, the day of the Chinese New Year. 
The show was afterwards presented in different parts of 
Kowloon and the New T erritories for a total of 194 days. 
On arrival at Manila, the circus will give performances for 
6o days. Afterwards they will proceed to other places like 
Cebu and Iloilo, staying in the Philippines for approxi
mately 5 to 6 months, thence proceeding to Sandakan, 
Singapore and Bangkok. 

The two photographs show the loading of tigers on board 
m.v. TJIPANAS. 

* 
* * 

We caught our ex-Edi tor in a rather "pensive" mood, 
don't you agree? Of course, we don't intend to be dis
respectful, for being an honourable Editor is no laughing 
matter at all; a I o t of thought 
and work goes into every 
edition of your own magazine. 

By publi s hing 
we - your new 
ed itorial com-~ 
thank Mr J.C.P. 
all his efforts 
nineteen months, 
~hich you have 
ISSUe. 

\ 
this photograph 

, E d i t o r and the 
mittee - want to 
van Diepen for 
during the past 
the res u 1 t s of 
seen with every 

Let's all wish him a 'Bon Voyage' and a carefree home 
leave. 



This interesting article was sent to us by Mrs Dorothy . Bennet, 
wife of the Manager of Messrs Twentsche Overseas Tradmg Co., 
Dar-es-Salaam, who are R.I.L. Agents at tllat port. 

We wisll to express our sincere appreciation for her valuable and 
spontaneous contribution. 

What does the word clove convey to you? 
Does it evoke a mental image of the aromatic but unlovely 
hard brown obj ects sometimes encountered in apple pies, 
or less pleasantly associated with teeth? 
Come with me to Zanzibar and Pemba, twin spice " Isles 
of the Sun", which practically supply the world with 
cloves. There you will find the drab Cinderella of Com
merce transformed by the discerning into a thing of beauty. 
In the words of an early British Resident of Zanzibar, 
"T here are few more delicately beautiful things than a clove 
tree in full bud. All the buds on the tree do not ripen 
at once, and thus on the tree will be found clusters of 
buds varying in colour from a delicate green, tinged with 
rose, to the over-mature bud about to burst into blossom. 
At this latter stage, its colour is a magnificent crimson-lake 
hue .. . " 
The writer continues in almost lyrical vein with a descrip
tion of the actual Rower, concluding with the words, 
" . . . In the neighbourhood of these trees the air is 
fragrant with the sweet aroma of the buds and blossoms." 
Sun, aroma, bud and blossom - words which must surely 
titillate even the most jaded imagination! 
Visitors to Zanzibar almost invariably ask two questions. 
"Can we see the Sultan of Zanzibar?", and, "Where can 
we see the clove trees?" 
Chances are good with regard to the first question. As to 
the second, the visitor must drive some eight miles outside 
the old Stone Town before encountering the first real 
clove plantations. 
But - the roads are tarred, the sun usually shines, (tropical 
downpours excepted), graceful coconuts and stately mango 
trees line the route and stretch as far as the eye can see; 
at the appropriate season the "Flame of the Forest" dazzles 
the eye with its profusion of scarlet and gold blooms; the 
bougainvillea Haunts its gaudy colours, the sea is an in
credible greenish-blue; the coral sands startingly white -
what more could the eager visitor ask on his quest for the 
clove of romance? 
A pre-requisite, unfortunately too often overlooked by 
tourists, is the picking of the right season in which to visit 
the Clove Islands. Some tourists, on arrival, seem to take 
it as a personal affront if the trees are not in Rower, dis
regarding with superb nonchalance the dictates of nature. 
The picking season usually commences in July anti 
continues, with breaks, until the end of the year. In a 
heavy season it can extend to February of the following 
year. 

Clove Trees. 

A SPIC' 

Th1 

This gives the would-be visitor plenty of scope with regard 
to the timing of his visit. June to September 2re perfect 
months in these tropical latitudes, this being the cool 
season, but it is mainly during the hot and often steamy 
months that the islands are ablaze with colour, that is, 
from October onwards. 

THE PLANTATIONS. 
A well-kept clove plantation is a most pleasing sight, with 
its neat rows of almost symmetrically-shaped, glossy
leaved trees which, when mature, attain a height of thirty 
to forty feet. In Pemba many of the trees are fifty feet 
high and the plantations on this island are undoubtedly 
for the most part, much finer than those on Zanzibar. 
It is something of a sore point with Pemba residents that, 
while their island produces the major proportion of the 
dove crop, has the liner plantations, and is more attractive 
in general configuration, Zanzibar gets the limelight. This 
is largely due, of course, to Pemba's lack of a good port 
and its comparative inaccessibility. 
The life of the clove tree averages sixty to seventy years, 
sometimes more; and here again Pemba scores as she was 
left untouched by a cyclone which devastated Zanzibar's 
plantations in 1872. As a result most of the plantations on 
the ·latter island had to be replanted in that and subsequent 
years. 
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llunch of Cloves showing buds and Howers. 

It is of interest that the first magnificent plantations on 
both Zanzibar and Pemba were originally planted and 
maintained by slave labour. With the abolition of slavery 
many of these plantations became overgrown with weeds, 
and to this day some owners are apathetic or financially 
unable to keep their plantations clean; a disturbing factor 
which the authorities are constantly trying to overcome. 
In very favourable circumstances the clove tree can com
mence bearing in its fifth year, but more generally it is in 
the seventh or eighth year of its life that it gives its first 
return. 
PICKING. 
Contrary to popular belief the clove of commerce is neither 
the frui t nor the Rower - it is the dried, unexpanded flower 
bud. If the bud is allowed to Rower before picking, it 
has no value. 
Time is therefore an important and ticklish consideration 
in the harvesting of the crop. Once the first flush of pink 
appears on the trees, picking has to commence in real 
earnest and with the greatest possible speed. 
Fortunately, small though the islands are, there are varia
tions in the time of ripening, and this gives growers some 
latitude. But in times of bumper crops many of these 
landowners have to watch a large proportion of their un
picked crop bursting into flower for lack of labour to pick 
the buds. 

LABOUR. 

As in other countries casual labour is needed to assist with 
the harvesting of the crop, and the high wages which can 
be earned by a fas t and conscientious picker normally 
attract large numbers of Africans from the adjoining 
T anganyika mainland. 

When a bumper crop is expected every available means 
of transport for these pickers is pressed into service. Dhows 
and coastal schooners ply back and forth between the two 
islands and Dar es Salaam and Tanga. 

Small coastal freighters sometimes deviate from their 
regular course in order to transport hundreds of these deck
passengers, and the two Zanzibar Government steamers 
make daily trips between Zanzibar and Pemba, which lies 
about twenty-five miles North-East of Zanzibar. 

So great is the demand and competition for steamer tickets 
that many prospective passengers camp out all night in 
the narrow alleys leading to the Port Office, to the dis
comfort of the inmates of the adjacent buildings, which by 
virtue of their height, act as a funnel carrying every sound 
into their bedrooms. 
The bulk of these pickers go to Pemba, where the crop is 
heaviest, and arrangements for their temporary accom
modation, sanitation etc. can be something of a nightmare 
to the authorities, even in these sunny latitudes. 

METHOD OF PICKING. 

The clove buds are picked by hand, a practice which often 
causes serious damage to the trees. Pickers climb the trees, 
and sometimes in their efforts to reach the clove clusters 
which are at the extremities of the boughs, break the 
branches. Some pickers have even been known to break 
off whole branches deliberately (if left to their own devices), 
and then to strip off the buds, comfortably seated on the 
ground below. 

T he ordinary ladder is impracticable, and a type of rough 
scaffolding used in the early days, proved too cumbersome 
and heavy to transport from tree to tree. 

PROCESSING OF THE CLOVES. 

After picking, the clove stems are separated from the buds, 
and both are dried in the sun, a process which takes about 
four days. 

This is a sight which always intrigues tourists who can see 
for themselves mats laden with cloves spreatl out in front 
of every little tluka (shop) and hut along the roadsides, 
and fill their nostrils with the spicy aroma. 

Should rain threaten, the cloves are collected anti placed 
untler shelter, and the mats are rolled up and put away. 
T he same process is repeated every night until the buds 
are thoroughly dried. 

Continued on next page. 



A SPICY SUB]ECT - Cont' d. leaves round betel nuts, which are chewed somewhat after 
Buds and sterns are always kept separate as the latter are the manner of tobacco. The clove, however, is discarded 
used only for distillation purposes. Clove oil has a high before it reaches the mouth of the chewer - a strange, 
content of eugenol which is used in the manufacture of though money - making usage as far as Zanzibar is 
perfumery. It is used even more extensively for conversion concerned. 
into vanillin, and of course for medicinal purposes and Smaller quantities of cloves go of course to Europe and 
flavouring. America, and in fact almost everywhere in the world. 

STORAGE. So, from romance to utility, from tree to ship. from the 
The clove crops are for the most part bought by and stOred tropics to Northern Latitudes, from early times to modern, 
in the capacious Eodowns of the Clove Growers' Association cloves from the " Isles of the Sun", continue to find their 
on both Zanzibar and Pemba, but it is a common sight, way into the homes of the peoples of the world. 
particularly on Pemba, to sec great ,------- - ---------
mounds of these dried cloves piled up in 
front of many of the dukas. 

One has sometimes practically to crawl 
over and around these mounds in order 
to enter the tiny ten by twelve foot shop 
where the owner squats unconcernedly in 
a "clove-lit" gloom, philosophically endu r
ing the greatest discom fort in serving his 
customers. 

EXPORT. 

The clove is an easy and accommouating 
crop to export. It does not ro: and 
remains in good condition for yenrs. 
W here do these millions of clo,·cs go? 

T he bulk of the crop goes to Indon~sia 
where it is a h ighly-prized ingredient in 
cigarettes; the cloves being ground into 
powder and then mixed with the tobacco. 

India also tak es a fair proportion. It is 
alleged that, among other p u r p oses , 
thousands of cloves are used merely to pin 

Crew for m .v. STRAAT CLARENCE. 
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Crew f or m .v. TpLtwosc AND m .v. TJtTARUM. 

These two photographs show the arriva l 
of the crew for m.v. STRAAT CLARENCE on 
8th October, 1959, and rn.vs. TJILIWONG 
and TJITARUM on 31st October, 1959, at 
Schiphol Airport, Amsterdam, H olland. 



TJINEGARA AT TRISTAN DA CUNHA 

Captain Ch .j.C. Poe/ma11, Master of m.v. TJTNEGARA, r:ontr.buted 
the following article otJ his vessel's rer:ent mll at Tristan da Cunha. 
We thank Capt. Poe/man for his prompt r:ooperation and the intere!t
iTJg information mpplied. 

After a beautiful voyage from Buenos Aires, which lasted 
five days, we expected to arrive at Tristan da Cunha on 
the 26th of October. 

However, about 12 hours before the arrival we were caught 
in a strong North-Westerly storm and it was not long before 
the sea became very rough, accompanied by lashing rain
showers - and the TJINEGARA pitching and rolling heavily. 

As the visibility was very poor, we were completely 
dependent on the radar and spotted the island on the 
screen at around 6 p.m. It was already very dark when 
we came to a distance of approx. 2 miles. During daytime 
everything was organized for us to make contact with the 
radio station on the island and also with the trawler FRANCEs 
REPETTO (Readers may recall our article " Adventure in 
the South Atlantic ", which appeared in the June issue, 
when m.v. STRAAT MoZAMBIQUE towed the FRANCES REPETTO 
to Capetown-Ed.). 

Owing to the high seas and swell it was impossible for us 
to call at the settlement on the north coast of the island. 

In the meantime the FRAKCES REPETTo had, in the early 
hours of the morning, taken on board six passengers, among 
which was one stretcher case, and found shelter some
where on the South-East coast. They promised to keep 
us informed as to where we could find the safest place for a 
rendezvous and at last we arrived at Strongbeach Bay. 

Only about a mile away, we discovered the black silhouette 
of the high mountain, and the signals and lights of the 
FRANcEs RErErro. The master of this vessel, Capt Scott, 
encouraged us all the time gaily by radio-telephone to come 
closer, and to anchor as near to him as possible. 

However, with the heavy swell, the rain and the rocks 
looming up before us, the whole scenery had a rather eerie 
appearance. 

Our other passengers, the Springbok Rugby team, were 
very disappointed not to get a clear view of the Island. 

At 6.30 p.m. we eventually anchored at a distance of about 
half a mile from the coast in r8 fathom water, kept engines 
and radar at the ready and all officers and crew stand by. 

The frequently changing winds caused the ship to veer 
around all the time. As the use of our own boats was 
considered too dangerous, Capt Scott made the connection 
with small dingies, built of a wooden frame covered with 
canvas, as used for fishing. 

Owing to the rough seas, wind and rain, it was definitely 
no picnic, and as passengers and luggage were brought to 
the ship, it was hazardous for them to make the gangplank; 
this operation took us 2 hours . 

Gentlemen of the Rugby team rendered every assistance in 
the boarding of the passengers. In the meantime Capt 
Scott and his Chief Engineer came on board - in excellent 
spirits as always - reassuring us that everything was fine 
and safe. Well, they must know every spot on this C{)ast! 

The gentlemen liked it very much on board TJINEGARA and 
felt completely at ease, which was not exactly the case with 
us, because we were anxious to leave again as soon as 
possible. 

After a cheerie, sociable hour I was surprised to be 
presented with a case of fresh lobsters; then we said goodbye 
and " alles van die beste" at 8.30 p.m. At the last moment 
Capt Scott produced a lot of envelopes with stamps of 
Tristan, so much sought after, that they were quickly 
sold out. 

Besides the stretcher case, there was a family from the 
canning factory and the Reverend Clough who spent 
3 months on the Island. The latter told us that he had 
seen sun and blue skies for no more than 2 days per month! 

By the way, Mr Clough, in his excitement, had forgotten 
his passport and papers, and someone had to go back from 
the south coast to the settlement on the north coast to fetch 
them, a matter of 6 hours, up mountain and down dale. 

The total population of Tristan is at the moment approx. 
200. They work hard on their potato fields on the slopes 
of the mounta.ins, some go fishing, and others are busy 
repairing their nets. 

There does not seem to be much fun, as interest in music, 
literature and education is little. 

Sport is also difficult, for there is no Bat space. 

During the time the Padre was on the Island, four children 
were born and no one died. 

As the Island appeared in its ghostly outline, so it dis
appeared as we sailed. The TJINEGARA swung around to 
the open ocean again and turned her back in an un
concerned way to the Island. To make us realize that 
Tristan was only a 'pimple' in the Ocean, she started rolling 
at once 15 to 20 degrees. 

Down below in the Bar our new Tristan passengers felt 
already at home. We noticed the barkeeper with a serious 
face, being busy picking up cherries, which had fallen out 
of the upset dry Martini's ! 

T hey told us that life at Tristan da Cunha was really not 
so bad. 

We accepted this politely and were willing even to believe it. 

But ... . preferably, We would be happier in Santa Fe, 
Buenos Aires. 

South-A tlantic 26th Oct., 1959. 



R.I.L. SPORTS CLUB " W ALKATHON '' 

20th October, 1959 

Our own " walking race" from West Point to Shek 0 
was held again this year and has been a great success. 
It is highly pleasing to see that this walkathon keeps 
growing in popularity. 

In this, the 3rd W alkathon, there were no less than 63 
participants, including 6 ladies, all of whom completed the 
" Race " . 

For the ladies this was the first time to walk with us, and 
although matters were arranged s:.> badly (or cleverly 1) 
that we did not meet them during the trip, it was good 
to know that they were with us; no doubt developing the 
same kind of blisters I 

Comparing the number of participants, you will be amazed 
to learn that the figu re was twice that of last year. 

You would say that perhaps it gets to be routine, alw:~ys 
the same roads and the same 2 0 miles, but tha t isn't so. 

Let us tell you something about the roads. W e star ted at 
West Point in two groups, those with tender feet at 
r6.3o hrs anti the "veterans " 40 minutes later, so that the 
second group could over take the first one (they really did), 
and all arrived at more or less the same time. From W est 
Point, along Victoria Road with its beautiful views across 
the sea, to the islands in the West and South and to 
Aberdeen. 

Then along Deep W ater Bay, passing the heights of Middle 
Bay to Repulse Bay, finding the halfway mark (still ro long 
miles) just beyond. From there the cl imb and the corres
ponding tlecline to Stanley ; on to T ytam and beyond the 
water reservoir another cl imb to where the road to Shek 0 
st:Jrts; and then those last 4}'i miles to our " T eperary " , 
the house of Mr Veltman. 

On arrival, Mr Veltman held a short speech and made known 
the results of our efforts whereafter Mrs Liebenschutz, 
in her charming way, presented the prizes to the firs t lady 
and the first three men. 

A fter that we had a very nice cold buffet and we did, 
in fact, not belong to the category of sportsmen and 'women 
who hold with the "early to bed'' rou tine I 

And now the most important thing, the results: 

Ladies (walking from Repulse Bay to Shek 0) : 
first to arrive : Miss Janet Young in 2.32 hours 
second , Mrs Nell Stanton in 2.33 hours 

Gentlemen 
first to arrive: 

second 
" 

third " 

Mr Fung Sim Man (HK MH) 
in 3.41 Y4 hours 

Mr Leung Shu Fan (H O FB-Voorb) 
in 3.41 }'i hours 

Mr Jimmy You ng (HO SD) 
in 4·51 Y4 hours 

A C hallenge Cup had been presented by Mr Veltman for 
the best office (Head Office or H K MH), winning the 
majority out of the fi rst six places. The Cup was presented 
to H ead Office. 

Of cou rse, there were only eleven participants from 
H K MH, but they had very good walkers among them 
(see first place !) and we therefore hope that they will 
really challenge Head Office next year. 

x6!l 



SPRAY 

Under this h~ading, vanous interesting items of sh 'pping netvs . will 
appear ltencefortlt. 1 chose this name because the short new~ tUms 
from Dutch and foreign newspapers arc lt~e tlte spray whtch, at 
times, sltotvers the officer on duty! 
I hope that tltc forthcoming articles will interest readers, and also 
contr.bme to tlte m cass of the R.l.L. Post. 

W .F.H Burgn , .·lmersfoort, Ho//,md. 

The black ball has been hoisted at all wcatherstations in 
Holland, and in a large part of Western Europe the 
notorious autumn storms are raging. Woollen clothing has 
been brought out of the cupboard and is being checked 
on moth damage. Apparently the exceptionally . good 
weather from April until October has been benefic1al to 
the moths ! To state that it is a plague, would be 
exagger:ltion: many people mistook l~dy~ircls ~o_r moths 
and fought those innocent little bugs wah msect1c1des .. In 
any case, factories in this line have had :1 boom penod, 
for sales of insecticides :~nd plastic anti-moth covers were 
enormous. 
The United· States are arranging a cleara.nce in their ." mo~h 
ball " fl eet ! A large number of the lard-up warsh1ps w1ll 
be sold for breaking up purposes. Some carriers arc already 
on the way to breakers in Belgium and Japan and the well
known tugs of Smit & Co. and Bureau Wijsmuller are 
undertaking part of the jobs. Smit will have two "baby 
flattops" towed from the U.S. Atlantic coast through the 
Panam:~ Can:~ I to Japan by one tug! Wijsmuller do not 
go in for this method yet. When towing two large vessels 
or objects on which the wind of course exerts a great force, 
it is necessary to tow both vessels at separate tow ropes 
behind each other, which makes things rather difficult. 
The " Rat tops " cannot be steered and when strong winds 
cause them to y:~w, the tow ropes are subjected to un
predictable strains. American owners were first in towing 
two vessels by one tug and for :easons _o f co~petition oth~rs 
followed sui t. V.l e are watchmg theu aeh1evements w1th 
interest and wish the Dutch tugs good weather, especially 
in the so-called .. Pacific Ocean " . 
Talking of tugs : Did you know that a while ago the 
world's strongest tugboat was launched from a ~utch 
wharf? This tug will be delivered next year for use m _the 
Suez Canal , and a sistership is already under construction. 
The " stationary tractive power " will be 6o tons. The 
figure for the strongest existing tugs amounts _to 20 tons. 
In accordance with Mohammedan customs, th1s new tug 
was not named with champagne but with Nile water. The 
tug was not launched " in an expert ma~ner by a charming 
lady ", but by one of the Directors of the Suez Canal 
Company. 
Frequent news items appear on the construction ~f super 
passenger liners, which arc planned by two Amencans. 
Mr Cantor intends to have two roo.ooo tonncrs built in 
Western Germany, at the Deutsche \Verft in Hamburg, _but 
he experiences difficulties in finding the necess:try capttal. 
Mr Edgar Detwiler has similar plans. If these would 
materialize, the significance for the Netherlands would 
be considerable. Detwiler intends to build four ros.ooo 
tanners in Holland, and ships of this enormous size could 
be constructed in Verolme's yards in Rozenburg. Further
more, Amsterdam would be the terminal port for these 

ships, but this would requir~. ma.ny special ~rovisions as 
regards passenger sheds? parkmg spaces, a hehoport, hotel 
accommodation etc. It 1s not yet known where these vessel~ 
would be registered and of which nationality the crews 
would be. The ships could carry 6.ooo people across the 
Atlantic on one trip, which would last 5 days. The fare
according to Mr Detwiler - would be extremely reasonable, 
perhaps as low as US$so, excluc~ing n~eals, ?ut pass~~~ers 
would be accommodated in cabms wnh pnvate fac1lmes. 
Detwiler is apparently backed _by a number of ~merican 
bankers and during his latest VISit to H olland he mformed 
reporters that the keel for the Jirst ship will be laid at 
Verolme's in the beginning of 1960. Mr Verolme's con
fidence in the venture seems to have increased, as he was 
reported to have s:ated that "only a few details had still 
to be completed". Prof. Dr P.S. Gerbrandy was men.tioned 
as a possible Managing Director of the Company 1n the 
Netherlands. 
Perhaps it will not be long bef~~e we c_an,go a_nd_ sec our 
friends in the U .S.A., after a bus tnp , en1oymg hot
dogs, chicken salad sandwiches, apple pies and chocolate 
flavour ice creams at a very reasonable fare I 
A. V. SAVANNAH, world's first atomic freighter now 
nearing completion in the U.S.A. , will become th~ safest 
vessel afloat. Precautions have been taken agamst all 
possible disasters occurring at sea. Colli~ions cannot cause 
dangerous radiation from the reactor, ne1ther would a fire 
on board affect same. Waste material from the reactor -
which in itself is radio active - will be kept in containers 
on board and discharged at the home port. Even in the 
case of total loss, the radio active material from the reactor 
cannot escape. If the vessel would sink, a concrete wall 
will automatically close round the reactor and the wreck 
will safely rest in the ocean. 

On the occasion of the transfer of management of R.I.L.'s 
Johannesburg Freight Office from Mr A.W. van Hemmen 
to Mr W.F.J. Frowein, a cocktail party was held on the 
23rd September at the Carlton Hotel in Johannesburg. 
The photograplt shotvs from I. to r .: :\lessrs A . IV . ' '"" Hemmen, 
/ .PIJ . Roosegaard~ Bissc/10p and IV .F.f. Frowein . 



LONDON- MANILA IN 120 DAYS 

It is with pleamrc that we publish the following article, tvhiclz was 
contributed by Mr J.H . Hendriks-Jamcn, Arc,, Manager in South 
Amcricn. 

In March 1945, after the American troops had entered 
Manila, I was appointed to reopen our office in this city. 
At that time I was stationed in London, and it was neces
sary to obtain a permit from the Chiefs of Staff in 
Washington to enter the Philippines, so that I first had to 
proceed from London to New York. 

In the beginning of May, after the permit had been granted, 
I travelled by train to San Francisco, from where I had 
been booked on a plane of the Air Transport Command 
(A.T.C.) to Australia. 

Train accommodation could only be secured from New 
York to Chicago, and being a civilian, I had to wait my 
turn in Chicago until all military personnel had been 
accommodated. Fortunately, on departure of the train it 
appeared that there were still some empty seats. 

In San Francisco I got in touch with the military authorities 
and was ordered to report at the Air Base the following 
tlay. 

It then appeared that I had three civilian fellow passengers, 
also booked to Australia, but that the A.T.C. had no 
intention to fly us out the same day. 

In the evening of the next clay, however, there were definite 
indications of our coming departure, because we had to 
attend a film performance, showing us what to do when 
a plane " landed" at sea or on an uninhabited island! 

Minute instructions on how to find food and water were 
given, so that apparently there was some doubt, at least in 
somebody's mind, whether we would make Honolulu, our 
first stop. 

We finally took off at midnight and arrived at Honolulu 
at noon. 

With Oahu's beaches in sight, we were initiated as members 
of the Short Snorter Club, a Club founded by American 
airmen. 

Each of us had to produce a Dollar bill on which all the 
crew-members affixed their signatures, which made us 
"lifemembers". 

It was explained to us that, belonging to this Club, you 
could ask anybody you met whether he was a Short 
Snorter, - that being a man who crossed the Pacific by 
plane. 

If the fellow replied in the :~ffirmative, but at the same 
time was unable to produce his Short Snorter Dollar, he 
had, according to the rules of the Club, to hand you a 
Dollar. A nice way to make "sure" money, if you ap
proached a man, who was taking his shower( 

Shortly after our arrival in Honolulu I was told that my 
priority was not high enough so th:n I had to wait for the 
next plane. 

Honolulu in war time had lost much of its usual attrac
tions, and I went from one office to another to try and 
get to Australia. 

Eight days after my arrival in Honolulu, after the British 
Air Command had already promised to take me as far as 
Manus Island, I w:~s finally put on an A.T.C. plane to 
Tarawa in the Gilbert Islands, a flight of 12 hours. 

Tarawa had been the scene of some heavy fighting some 
six months before. The isl:1nd had been completely razed 
by gun fire; of the previous inst:~llations only wme heavy 
concrete bunkers, bent and rusty gun-barrels sticking out 
of them, remained. 

Our next stop, after a 14-hour flight was Biak, :1nd after 
3 hours rest we took off for Finchhafen vi:1 Hollandia. 

At Tarawa we had been given a meal in a soldiers mess, 
but during the rest of the trip to Australia we were only 
served doughnuts and coffee. Even after 15 years, the 
sight of doughnuts still makes me shudder! 

Our next stop :~ftcr Finchhafen was Townsville in Australia, 
so that we had to cross some of New Guinea's h ighest 
mountains. 

After lea,·ing Finchhafen, the Captain of the plane told 
us that we would have some \'cry rough weather, which 
indeed we had, adding that we should not worry, because 
flying was one of the safest ways of travelling. Apparently 
he had ne,·er considered going by ship! 

The difficulty after arrival in Australi:~ was to find an 
opportunity to proceed to Manila, my ultimate goal. 

It took the better part of three weeks before I finally 
managed to obtain a passage on a Dutch Military plane 
which, via Merauke, dropped me again in Biak. 

All my efforts to obtain an official passage from Bi:~k to 
Manil:1 had failed and I started to try my luck with the 
Captains of Northbound planes. 

I fi11:1lly m:~nagcd to persuade the Captain of a DC-3 cargo 
plane to t:~ke me to Manila which, via the Palau Islands 
and Leyte, took three full d:~ys. 

Being an unofficial passenger , the Captain dropped me 
right in the middle of one of Manila's 2 air fields, so 
that I had to walk for half an hour with my two suit
cases - one with a broken handle - before I finally got to 
a place, where I could get a lift on :1 truck to M:~nila. 

The most remarkable experience during this trip was 
th:Jt I was never asked why I wanted to go to Manila so 
urgent! y and that nobody ever thought of ' looking at my 
identification papers. 

Some stories have it that American soldiers hitch-hiking by 
plane, travelled all around the Pacific, and that some even 
m:1naged to make a trip to the States and back to their 
unit, without meeting any difficulties. 

l jO 



\1. V. TF.GELBF.RG 

The photographs were taken in the Grand 
Hotel · Gooiland' at Hilversum on 5th 
November, HJ59· when recordings were 
made for the broadcast to m. ,., TEGEI.BEH<; 
and m.v. STRAA1" )oHORE. 

This time the guests were Mr L.J. van 
Duivendijk (Chid Eng., retired) and Mr 
A. Egmond (Chief Eng., retired), both 
accompanied by their wives. 

SHIPS OF THE WEEK 

M. V. STRA AT JOHORE 

IN MEMORIAM - LEEN WOUTERS 

Died in Soest, Holland, on the 
2nd of Not•t•mber , I'J)'J, at the 
•tge of 56. 

When we last saw our friend, shipmate and trmted Chid, 
he was already down with that scourge we still hesitate to 
call by its name. 
Although his handshake was as linn as ever, a few minute~ 
of conversation soon showed he w:~s fully aw:~rc of his 
condition :~ nd prepared to have his engines ru ng off fo r 
him. Amazing, but only generally speak ing, for that was 
cx~Ktly how we h:~d always known him! Re:~dy for any 
turn the circumstances might take. And thus he faced 
the unknown as he had faced typhoons, breakdowns, war 
and revolutions; prepared to give hi s all. 
T ogether we had gone through many a tight spot, we had 
clirnbe!l hills and mountains, hiked along highways anti 
tracks, but this time we had to retire anJ let him face i t 
alone. AnJ now our trustworthy friend, our faithful 
shipmate anJ one of the best m en who ever went down 
to sea in ships, has m et his Maker. 

:\fAY HIS SOUL REST IN PEACE 

W.Z.M. 

171 



POSTING OF CAPTAINS AND C HIEF ENGINEERS. 

Ship 

rn .v. Ru,·s 

m .v. T bc>-I.BERC. 

rn. \', RoiSSE\'AI~ 

rn.v. TpTJALE~G'h.i\ 

Ill .\'. TJII.t WAll 

m.\' . TJI WANGr 

Ill. v 0 TJISAl lA:Xf. 

rn .v . S·ntAAT B.\~ K. ·\ 

m .v. Tp!\.t-.,;AK·\ 

Prr "' Dc('Cntbcr. •9S9 

Captain 

C . H . Gos>clin k 

R. Starkcnbur~ 

H. Prim 

P. Hoct jcr 

I E. lh st 

I.M. de flruijn 

H . Klein 

:\ .G. Scbodfcr 

Ch .) .C. Poclrn an 

""" · MAt'1'SUYC>;J·.K P. d<' Roode 

m .v S rKMl' IIAI.I I I. A. SchCI'hckr 

rn. v. SnAA1' MozMmrouF. W. Burs 

Cl11e/ Engiuur 

G. Vischcr 

J. Dam ma 

Th . Kuiken 

C . Schav~makcr 

). van Bovl'rt 

P.C. Spuybrod< 

).G.H. Verkcrk 
G. ). Do ve' 

W. Schuur man 

H .M. Dcgg~:ns • 

F. T i rnn1crm:1n 

F.M. II. Becker; 

n 1.v. s ·,,t,-\ :\T :\IA<a t.H:\ 1·.:-.: I' . Algra ~I. Sch :>:>f"'"l 
./' 

111 .\' . S1'K.\AT \'A~ ()lt.\11- :'\ 

Ill . \', $TRA\l' !\1A I.o\" h. \ 

m .v . S n tAAT SoJ~l'\liA 

IlL\', TJIIH,, rj l-: 1 

s.s T JitH IU .o\S 

S.S . 'J'JII'ONIXJK 

S.!'l . T JII\. o\\tl ' l·.t\ 

m.v . Sn t:\.\T Cu·.~t t.ST 

IlL\', STJ<.A:\1' C I .:\ K I SCJ. 

m. v. Tp~t l ~ rENe; 

Ill . \' T)I I'A~AS 

n1. v. STt( .\\T j u 1101tr. 

m.v. S'1'RAAT SINco J\I'I>R l-. 

Ill. v. S TK.o\AT T ORK h 

IlL\' , Sl'RHT Cour; 

m.v. Tpt.rwo~ G 

111.\' . T J"I.'SUK 

Ill. v TJI'f<\ Rtf~f 

H. Luhht·r- I. Dirk"' 

A. ). van :\nktn·n A.I'.C. Rcr nh.,udt 

). Kuikm M.G . Hcunckr 

11. 1-1. \'elders R. Jo nker 

w .,\ . c;id 

W.F. l-1 . Gerken 

F. \V. !li,mevcr 

A.) v.d. llcydcn 

G.\Y. de Bru\·n 

J. Vcr~tceg 

P. A. ). v.d. lkrgh 

r" Radcrnak<T 

D . Vis,er 

C. de Wolff 

T h .G. \Vecm:tc> 

C. lh:~k 

) .R. Ezcnd am 

S. Jochcnb 

NEW PERSONNEL 

I I. fl . Visser ·• 

). Ovcrhcd . • 

W . ll:lkkcr • 

f' .). \' :I ll (.;;lllllTCil 

I I. Spruyt 

M. de Groot 

G .j .C . Hcvcla ntkr • 

G. Olicman> ' 

1 .. " "' Hubt 
F .1 •. T h . M . Picter"'"' 

G.H. Mcmc·, 

).1' . du Hoi> 

J.M. von Glah n 

J. Swop 

A hearty welcome is extended to rhe following new 
R.l.L. 'ers who recently took up employment : 

Mr P. j. v:on Lccu\\'cn 
, H .) .v .d. Wd 

Drs D . F r ikkcc 

~ 1r ).W.I I. Wt·i--ink 
Employe l i.K . M.ll . 

:\'f01nb;t ~; l 

EXA :\liN A TION R ESlJI.TS 

Our congratulations go lo Mr B.L. Lcgcm aatc , 2 tH.l Ofticer, 
who passed his examin:Hion T on ust October, HJ59· 

LEAVING (OR LEFT) R .I.L. SERVICE 

Mr W . P. Fcring~ 

H. J lurnmd 

.. I.A. Sp~ar1> 
,. \V. \Vester 

). ]-l om an 

Dr C.) . de Lange 

2nd Ottirl'l' 
_lr<l 

; th Engineer 
Chef van Dicn 't 

o wn rc'-1 ucsl 

LEAVE 

The following personnel /eturncd from leave : 

\ lr ). I·I.W. Voigt Ch . Off. 
.. II. L. Legcm aatc ~nd Off. 

. , H .K.l\L Schot lrd 
.. R.J . Jonkhofl' Purser znd Cl. 

H .K.cd , Srh au c Olivier 

posted to m ., .. TJm~sct 

HK HO CD 
Durb:on 

Sn . MoZAMntou• . 
STR. JouoR F. 

SHIPS OF THE WEEK 

On 4th December, the broaucast will be directed to m.Y. 
S n tAAT ToR RES as Eastsh ip :md m.v. SntAAT MAt.M;.;;.,, a~ 
Westsh ip. 

The Eastship will be at Cochin on that date and the 
Wc~tship in East Africa. 

The list o t' etat-ma jor conta ined the follov,:ing names Oil 

the day thi.\ issue had to be sent to the print~JS: -

Captain 

Ch ief M.r•c 

2nd 

:;rd 

4th 

" t T ckgr;tphi >t 

Chic£ Engineer 

! II( I 

; rd 

·llh 

~·" 

m .t' Str,,,,, ,\I t!al(ka 
w~st ship 

J\. J. v. ;\nkcren 

j . Verburg 

1'. Mackor 

1.. 1' . Vin k 

F. I lartman' 

I 1.) . l.oc ncn 

,\.P .C . Rcml~t~udt 

I'. Tigchdaar 

J. Gcldcrn tan, 

:\!.f. Veltman 
R.E.v.d . Jag t 

R .J.C.v . H:ttwrn 

\ \'. de Zcn r w 

F. de Graaf 

m L' , St•'aat '[ oJrc.r 
East Ship 

C. de Wolff 

1'.1 .. Eichhorn 

T . F.) .S." . Ha."tcrcn 

C. E. Herbig 

C .l.. ~look 

F. L.Th .M. l'ict<'" ""' 
D. Groen 

R . Smin k 

) . I .:ultl w:rart 

1'-.J. Dcutcknn t 

H . Fcytcn 

1\. . Rcn;rnl 
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