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R.I.L. BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

It was announced that Jonkheer I.H.A. Backer, who 
recently relinquished his post as Managing Director in 
the Netherlands of the "N.V. Koninklijke Paketvaart-

Maatschappij", was appointed a member of the Board of 
Directors of the R.I .L. as per August rst 1955· 

R.I.L. ACTIVITIES 

The management. Mr J.H. Warning returned to Hong 
Kong in the m.s. "TJIWANcr' ' on July 29th, after an 
extended business trip to Singapore and Indonesia. On 
August 8th he left again for Manila, whence he returned 
on August 17th. 

S.S. "Nieuw Holland", having plied almost continuously 
between Singapore and Australia since 1928 (only dur
ing the war years was she employed elsewhere) will 
encounter a different sea for a change. It was decided, 
after completion of her forthcoming ovel'haul, at the end 
of November, to let her proceed to India, in order to 
effect incidental South-bound sailing in December in 
the The s.s. "NrEuw HoLLAND", although 

years of age, has something in common with 
beings of about the same age: they are 
, on account of their attractive lines. 

Mozambique" was altered into a closed 
shelter-deck ship, which brought her gross registered 
tonnage from 8079 to 1037.2 and her net tonnage from 
461 to 61.28. 

M. • "Straat Bali" is expected to undergo a similar 
in October. 

M.S. Houtman" arrived in Hong Kong on July 25th 
on her way to Japan, carrying a consignment of jungle 
heasb ~ast Africa destined for Japanese zoos. 

elephant, zebras, 

T he R.l.L.-Post bids "Adieu" to Capt. H .N. Hirst and 
his officers as readers of this periodical ! 

The following R.I.L. personnel were posted ·to the m.s. 
"TJISONDARI": 
Captain H. Lubbers 
Ch. Off. R. Jungeling 
2nd , J.P.M. Paardekooper 
3rd , F.J. Panhuyzen 
4th , F.N.J. van Dijk 

Chief Chinese ratings : 

Chief Steward Lam Cheung 

Boatswain: Ho Hwai 

No. 1 Fireman Lam For 

Ch. Eng. D.M.A.J. van dcr Gugten 
2nd · ,. G. St:roetcnga 
Jrd ,. A.E. Saman 
4th , K. Posuna 
5th , R.C. Lorisr 
Appr . , C. Hoogcrheidc 

( M;. ~if ) 
( fir ~.l ) 

(;#.R) 

Charters. Apart from the s.s. "THEONYMPHos" and 
"ANDRos" (see our former issue), the s.s. ' 'ATLANTIC 
TRADF.R" has been chartered for a voyage from Japan to 
the River Plate in the A.S.A.S.fEAFS-extra. The vessel 
(under Panamanian Bag and measuring 7297 GRT) will 
leave Japan during the second half of September for a 
voyage to the River Plate. 

Diligence Rewarded 

In our March issue mention was made of the fire which 
broke out in the S.M.N. godown at Macassar on January 
15th 1955 and which was brought under control by the 
crew of the m.s. "TJIWANCI". We were now informed 
that the S.M.N. had a metal plaque made commem
orating the event. This plaque, measuring 65 x 45 em 
( ± 26" x 18"), was handed to Mr Cheung Wah, boatswain 
of the m.s. "TJIWANGI" on behalf of the S.M.N. by its 
Macassar Agent. 
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M.S. "Tjiluwah" takes shippers around Hong Kong Island 

On Sunday August 14th 1955 the Manager for Hong Kong 
and China and his staff acted, with Capt. J .E. Bast as 
hosts on board the m.s. "TJILUWAH" for more than one 
thousand guests, regular shippers to all parts of the world 
and their families, who were taken on a trip around the 
island. 

Shortly after 9.00 a.m. the ship was brought alongside the 
North Point Wharves, where embarkation took place. It 
was after II.oo a.m. before all guests had arrived, filling 
the saloons and decks to seemingly more than capacity, 
whereafter the ship put to sea. 

Although the ship was rolling slowly, the sea god 
Neptune did not press the ·passengers too much for his 

(Plio too Dr F. Enklaar) 

toll and, if our information is correct, no signs of sea
sickness were to be noticed among the happy crowd. 
Everybody did what he pleased. The lazy ones stretched 
themselves in easy chairs, imagining themselves to be on 
a prolonged luxury trip to the Virgin Islands; the enter
prising ones making a tour of discovery round the ship 
or just strolling about. Food was provided plentifully 
as may be seen from the snapshots. The photograph on 
the left shows Mr Liebenschutz, obviously enjoying the 
sight of the abundance of food, to be served to the great 
number of R.I.L.-supporters all together on one ship. 

Towards the end of the afternoon the guests, apparently 
very satisfied, were disembarked at North Point Wharves. 

Cocktails afb van de "Tjiwangi" 

Ter gelegenheid van een bezoek van de oudste directeur 
van de Royal lnterocean Lines (de K.J.C.P.L.), de Heer 
J.H. Warning, aan Makassar, had gisterenavond aan board 
van de "TJIWANGI", een cocktailparty plaats, die door vele 
genodigden uit Chinese en Nederlandse handelskringen 
werd bezocht, terwijl oak verschillende autoriteiten aan
wezig waren. 

De agent van de K.J.C.P.L. te Makassar en Mevrouw 
Doggenaar ontvingen met directeur Warning en de 
gezagvoerder P. Hoetjer de gas ten in de prachtige receptie 
hall van het mooiste Nederlandse schip, dat op de lijnen 
in het Verre Oosten vaart. Vandaar verspreidden de 

bezoekers zich over de salons en de vele zitjes, die aan 
dek waren opgesteld. 

Dank zij de bekende gastvrijheid van de gezagvoerder en 
zijn staf werd het een zeer geanimeerde avond, met 
kwalitatieve drinks, koud buffet en muziek, die tot dansen 
noodde. Het zijn dergelijke avonden die de goede geest 
er in houden en een woord van dank aan de scheepvaart
maatschappijen, in dit geval de K.J.C.P.L., dat zij de 
burgerij van Makassar geregeld deze ontspanning bieden, 
zal zonder twijfel door vele harten gesproken zijn. 

(Makassaarse Courant Vrijdag 15 /ttli 1955) 

• and the Tiger ! ! 

The m.s. "TJISADANE" recently carried two crocodiles, two 
paccas and two leopards from South America to Durban, 
destined for the Zoo at Pretoria. 

When the encased beasts were brought on board, the Chief 
Officer of the ship expressed his doubts as to whether 
the in his opinion weak wire-netting at the front of the 
leopard-cages would be strong enough to "hold that tiger". 
He was assured that it would. 

During the voyage however it appeared that the leopards, 
apparently being bored stiff, were constantly pawing the 
wire netting and gnawing at the front part of the cage. 
A cargo net was thrown over the cages. One night the 
engineer on duty, who had to pass the cages when pro
ceeding aft to grease the steering machine, hurried to the 
bridge . . . . a tiger was on the loose. The alarm was 
raised immediately and the anti-pirate gates - relics of the 
old China Coast days - were closed. It was · the Chief 

Officer who was let through these gates by the scared 
crew, to investigate the situation. Outwardly calm and 
self-composed, but inwardly trying to recollect whether his 
behaviour during his lifetime had been such that he would 
sta.nd a chance to find eternal peace and also tabulating his 
earthly belongings in order to be able to dictate his last 
will in case the leopard might resent meeting him in the 
moonlight, he moved to the cage and . . . . ; hank 
goodness, the beast only appeared to have been able to 
get partly through the cargo net. 

The Chief Officer went back, 
gates had been firmly dQSed 
could have been the 

Heavy hatch 
would not 

. whereupon 
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CHINESE CREW FOR M.S. " VAN CLOON " FLIES TO HOLLAND 

The Chinese crew for the m.s. "VAN CLOoN", which was 
delivered to the K.P.M. in Holland during the month of 
August, left Hong Kong by special K.L.M. plane on 
July 19th. The leading ratings of this team are Mr 
Yip Bo ( 1t ~:j;) boatswain, Mr Lam Yuk (#.11!) No. 1 

Fireman and the Chief Steward Mr Tsui Yuen T ak 

* 

(~')t ~). The plane arrived in Amsterdam on July 21st. 

The above photograph depicts the travellers, who were 
seen off by Dr F. Enklaar (Medical Adviser HK.HO., 
3rd from left) and Mr Jan Dekker of the Crew Dept. 
(2nd from left). 

* * 

REPORT OF AN EFFICIENCY EXPERT 

is the report of an efficiency expert, who 
to an orchestra performance at the Festival 

" For considerable periods the four oboe players had 
nothing to do; the numbers should be reduced and 
the work spread more evenly over the whole concert, 
thus eliminating peaks of activity. · 

All the twelve first violins were playing identical 
notes ; this seemed unnecessary duplication. The 
staff of this section should be drastically cut - if a 
large volume of sound is required, it could be 
obtained by means of an electronic amplifying device. 
Much ctfort was absorbed in the playing of demi-
5Cmi-quaven: this M:Cms an excessive refinement. It 
is recommended .at all notes should be rounded 
off to the nearest semi-quaver. If this were done, 

be possible to ~ trainee and lower 
'firl~•ti,~~ more n:tensively. There seems to 

rc:pc:thion of some musical passages. 

Scores should be drastically pruned. No useful 
purpose is served by repeating on the horns a passage 
which has already been handled by the strings. 

It is estimated that if all redundant passages were 
eliminated, the whole concert of two hours could be 
reduced to twenty minutes and there would be no 
need for an interval. 

The conductor generally agrees with these recom
mendations, but expresses the opinion that there 
might be some falling off in box office receipts. In 
this unlikely event, it should be possible to close 
sections of the auditorium entirely, with a con
sequential saving of overhead expenses - lighting, 
attendants, etc." 

The above amusing piece was sent to us by a reader, who 
however could not enlighten us regards its author. 

EDITOR. 

- IIS 



PHOTO OF THE MONTH 

The above snapshot depicts the m. s. " VAN l'ooRT' ' while passing the m.s. " SINABANG " ncar Brisbane when the sea was rather rough. 
The photo was made by Mr Th. G. Vermeij, Wireless Officer of tbc m .s. "St NAB ANG", with an ordinary Agfa box camera. 

HOLIDAY IMPRESSIONS (I) 

A complete description of our trip along the French 
Riviera, to the North of Italy and Switzerland would 
cover many R.I.L.-Post pages, for which our Editor no 
doubt could find a better use. 

However, some glimpses of Europe might be of interest 
to our readers. 

This article therefore confines itself to some notes, as 
indicated by its title. 

We disembarked from a French steamer at Marseilles, 
where we expected to take delivery of a French car, 
which had been ordered telegraphically from Hong Kong. 
Our intention was to limit our stay in Marseilles to a few 
hours, long enough to sample the bouillabaisse, the fish
soup for which this city is renowned. 

We were not disappointed in the bouillabaisse, but found 
that neither the car nor its documents were ready on 
arrival. 

"Que voulez vous, vous etes en France,"* were the com
ments of one of our French fellow passengers when we 
told him that we were rather surprised about this lack of 
diligence on the part of the French automobile makers. 
Two days later, all obstacles being removed , we set out 
for an unforgettable journey along France's South Coast, 
the C6te d' Azur. 

shall not try to describe the proverbial beauty of this 
coast with its wonderful climate. 

Sufficient to say that it is known that the old Romans 
"on doctor's orders" already frequented places like Saint 
Raphael. 

One often forgets that this coast has a very old history. 

• " What do you expect, you are in France".· 
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MEnTO II 

Marseilles was founded _by Greek seafarers six 
centuries before Christ. 

In the third century the Romans completed 
what we would nowadays call a concrete high
way, connecting Rome with Nice and Antibes. 
An interesting feature are the " bird's nest" 
villages, walled towns, which centuries ago, 
for security reasons were built on the summits 
of rocks. 

The most "modern" building in these towns 
is often more than 500 years old. 

The photo shows a street in Eze, one of the 
most picturesque of these villages. 

Best known on the Cote d' Azur is Monte 
Carlo, principal city in the sovereign state of 
Monaco, which has only 2o,ooo inhabitants. 
Monaco is ruled by the Prince of Monaco, a 
descendant of the Grimaldi family. 

Although the reign of this family has already 
lasted well over six centuries, relations between 
the Grimaldis and their subjects have not 
always been as cordial as nowadays. History 
tells us that in 1604 one of the ancestors of 
the present ruler was drowned by his angry 
countrymen. 

In r856 the Casino of Monte Carlo opened its 
doors; roulette and bacarat have since made 
Monte Carlo's name famous and provided a 
welcome source of revenue for Monaco's 
government. 

(Contributed, to be continued) 

SURPRISE ATTACK .. .• (6) 

We take pleasure in introducing to our 
readers Mr B.A. Ashworth, a member of 
the Special Staff of R.I.L. 's Durban 
office, on whom a surprise attack was 
directed in our May 1955 issue. We are 
glad to be able to publish in this issue 
his response, an interesting article on the 

famous ricksha pullers in Durban, this enhances the South 
African touch, the " Let us get acquainted" article of this 
month also dealing with Durban. 
The photograph accompanying Mr Ashworth's article, 
(which we are able to print by kind permission .of the 
Natal Daily News, Durban), depicts smiling 29 years old 
Simon Kumalo, voted the best Ricksha Boy at the 1955 
Annual Parade. 
The author of the article was born in London some thirty 
years ago and migrated to South Africa at the tender age 
of six months. Educated in Johannesburg, he followed a 
two years nautical training on the South African training 
ship "General Botha". After having seen service in the 
M=hont Flc.t AwdiWf, :Iii the Navy', Modit"'-
rancan and Eastern Fled'S and having served abroad 

British for ~ - in UJ48 - joined a 
conUng into first contact 

with the R.I.L. when he was chief officer of the s.s. 
"HoEVELD", then in charter of the R.I.L. 

Late in 1950, after having obtained the Masters Foreign 
Going Certificate, he rejoined the s.s. "HoEvELD", six 
months afterwards to be appointed captain of the s.s. 
"RooDEWAL", originally the S.S. " BoKKEVELD", of 4000 tons 
deadweight. 
Whilst on that vessel Mr Ashworth married, which perhaps 
is the reason that made him decide to quit the sea I In 
February 1952 he joined the R.I.L. at Durban, where he 
is doing outdoor work in the T raffic Dept. 

Moving his attention from South Africa to Japan, the 
Editor - safely ambushed - directs his next surprise attack 
on 

Mrs G. Okina 

of the Tokyo office. As usual, also this victim is entirely 
free to choose her own subject and we do not even offer 
any suggestion. We only think that for someone living 
in Japan, where women look so attractive in their 
traditional and colourful dress, it must not be difficult to 
find something to write about! 
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From the Victoria Embankment, commonly known as 
the Esplanade, one of the main highways forming a 
magnificent promenade on the North side of the Bay, 
and on which stands R.I.L. Durban, one commands a 
vivid panoramic view that embraces the scene of many 
important events in the early history of Natal. 

This history commenced in the Fifteenth Century when 
Vasco da Gama, selected by King Emanual of Portugal, 
set sail on the 8th July, 1497 to discover the Cape route 
to India. It was on this voyage that he called at what 
is now known as Durban, on Christmas day 1497, and 
named it Natal after the ·· -
Natal Day of Christ. On 
Vasco da Gama's return to 
Lisbon in September 1499, 
the title Dom was bestowed 
on him in recognition of his 
services to Portugal. 

Looking across the Bay from 
the Esplanade to where the 
present lighthouse now stands 
sentinel on the distant Bluff, 
Francis Farewell first hoisted 
the Union Jack on the 27th 
August, 1824. Prior to this, 
the notorious Zulu King, 
Shaka, reigned over the 
whole territory and it was 
only due to Farewell's efforts 
in saving the life of Shaka, 
that he handed over a 25 
mile strip of the Coast by 
100 miles deep in appreciation. 

Shaka, whose memory is still 
venerated amongst the Zulus 

annual Ricksha Parade, which took place on the 25th 
June, 1955. 
This most novel fashion parade - the gala day of the 
Ricksha Boy's year, is held to determine "Mr. Ricksha 
Puller of the Year". This year was the fifth annual 
parade and close on 100 of the City's · Rickshamen com
peted for the top prizes for costume, personality and 
photographic qualities - particular attention being given to 
headgear and headwork. 
The Parade, passing through the City on a Saturday morn
ing, proceeds to the Marine Parade, known as the Golden 

Mile on the beach front, and 
thence to the beach amphi
theatre where the judging 
takes place. 

On the bench judging 
the competitors were a select 
committee consisting of a 
Town Councillor, representa
tives from the Publicity As
sociation, Society of Industrial 
Artists and the Musical 
Director. 

The Mayor of Durban greeted 
th e contestants and the 
Mayoress presented the prizes. 
Each of the ricksha pullers on 
parade received 7 f 6d and the 
final 20, an additional sf-d. 
The four winners receiving 
five guineas; four · guineas, 
three guineas and two guineas 
re spectively. The touring 
Swedish soccer team presented 
a special prize and other 
prizes were given for per
sonality, photographic appear
ances and for " Mr. Tooth 
Paste Grin of 1955." 

as the " Old Lion ", lies 
buried at Stanger, 50 miles 
north of Durban and in July 
1932, 'the natives, perhaps for
getting the cruelty of the man j, 
and remembering only his 
remarkable military triumphs, 
had a monument erected in 
his memory. 

The competitors in this com
petition are the most deco-

lHE RICKSHA PULLER ratively attired puller-$ and 
H e came bedecked in bends, 

lth And benuty of his own design; aristocrats of the call' and 
A ough Durban owes its H e brought n warrior's grace 11 1 h · 
existence to Francis Farewell, And glory to the line ol chanting men; he s tood ns proud usua y p y t e1r tra ear 

As if no years had stripped the popular Marine Parade 
the town, formed in 1835 by ~:~ ~e h~an;~~; ~~~~~·r~o~~ ~g~ once on the beach front. Just 
a Committee of five, was With spear upheld, and thund'rous ba ttle ory 
named after Sir Ben)· amin Went forth across these plains to conquer- how much they earn remains 

Or to die. 
D 'Urban, then Governor of He was all splendour in his simple way, a mystery as they are very 
the Cape Colony. The Ricksha puller that 

1 
snw to-dai'iv Cn••t•s GutsroN, secretive about their earnings. 

Leaving the Esplanade with the Yacht Basin, sunken During the Van Riebeeck Festival, which was held in 
gardens, fish ponds and the lifelike equestrian statue of Cape Town in 1952, several of these Ricksha boys were 
the redoubtable Dick King, who, during the early days taken to Cape Town specially for the Centenary, and 
of Natal, swam his horse from a point on the mainland made as much as £wo.o.o. per month in tips. 
across the Bay to start on a ten day perilous ride through Many of the ordinary ricksha pullers - the ones who do 
6oo miles of wild game infested territory, we look into not go to the trouble of "dressing up", work near the 
another of Durban's attractions of which it is known for markets and the premises of auctioneers where their 
throughout the world _ the Ricksha and the boy who vehicles are often used by the natives and also Europeans, 

to transport their purchases to and from the Station and 
draws it. Dressed in tribal ornaments, he is always a fine Bus Shelters. 
specimen of manhood, taking great pride in his strength Ridiculing the idea that pullers' lives are shortened by their 
and speed. work, many are still going strong at the age of 6o and 
During the past few months, Durban ricksha pullers have as for the Ricksha Boy run over by a steam roller- well 
been spending hours priming themselves for the great he's now a "Flat Boy" in one of Durban's luxury fiats. 

- n8 -



In April 1931 the K.P.M. sent the s.s. "HouTMAN" (sold 
for scrap to Holland in 1937) to South Africa in order to 
find out what the possibilities would be to open a line 
to that part of the world. In order to establish the 
necessary contacts an official of the K.P.M. travelled with 
the ship together with a number of representatives of 
business houses in the Indies, who had taken all sorts of 
samples with them. 

The success of this "voyage of discovery" was so great 
that it was soon decided to open a regular line to South 
Africa, which would be served by two ships, the afore
mentioned s.s. "HoUTMAN" and the s.s. "TASMAN". 

An office was opened in Durban, under the management 
of the late Mr H.B. ter Braake, who on his appointment 
to Managing Director in 1938 was succeeded by the late 
Mr Van Amstel. Upon the latter's transfer to Macassar 
just before the war, Mr L. Sonius was put at the head 
of the K.P.M. organization in Africa, until his retire
ment in 1952, when Mr G.H. Stroobach took his place. 
Since June 1955 Mr J.F. Egberink is in charge, Mr 
Stroobach also having retired since. Throughout the years 
1932-1952 the office was established at the corner of the 
Castle Arcade, in West Street. In December 1952, the 
office was moved to the ground floor of the brand new 
"Mansion House", a multiple storey ultra-modern office 
building in Field Street. 

The photograph on the front page of this issue and the 
picture of part of the interior on this page give a good 
impression of the new office. 

The territory of the General Manager for Africa comprises 
the whole of the African continent (with the exception of 
the Mediterranean Coast and the Red Sea) and the adjacent 
islands as for instance Mauritius, Reunion, Madagascar, 
the Seychelles and Zanzibar. Apart from conducting the 
company's business in Durban, he supervises its agents in 
the area, who are all Commission Agents, with the 
exception of the R.I.L.-freight office in Johannesburg, 
which was opened early in 1955· 

The R.I.L.-office in Johannesburg is situated in two rooms 
on the 4th floor of "Maritime House" (an appropriate 
name!), at the corner of Main- and Loveday Streets 
(see photo). 

Agent in Johannesburg is Mr J.J. van Middelkoop, who 
is assisted by Miss A. du Plessis. 

The Africa line of the K.P.M. was originally called 
JAMAL (Java Mauritius Africa Line) which was later 
changed into OJAL (Orient Java Africa Line) Hong Kong 
and Shanghai also being included in its schedule. In 
1938 the then new m.s. "Ruvs", " TEcELBERG" and 
''BoissEVAIN" were commissioned in the OJAL and drew 
much attention in all ports of call. 

Towards the end of 1939 the s.s. "BANTAM" and 
"JAPARA" of the K.P.M. opened the "South Atlantic 
Service", linking South Africa with South America and 
acting as a feeder for the OJAL for cargo for the Far 
East from South American ports, and vice versa. 

After the war a direct connection between the Far East 
and South America via South Africa was established, thus 
Ptaking it unnc:ces ary to tranship South American cargo 
m South Africa. 

LET US GET AC<: 

R.I.L. Offices 

Exterior of the Durban office. 

At the present day the R.I.L. is serving South Africa and 
South America with five ships in the A.S.A.S.-Express 
(m.s. "Ruvs", " TEGELBERG", "BoiSSEVAIN", "TJITJALENCKA" 
and "TJISADANE") and five in the A.S.A.S.-Freight (m.s. 
"STRAAT MAKASSAR", "STRAAT BALI", "STRAAT MozAMBIQUE", 
"STRAAT SoENDA", and "TJIPANAs"). East Africa is regularly 
served by the EAFS, with the m.s. "RoccEvEEN", 
"ScHOUTEN", "VAN WAERWIJCK" and "HoUTMAN". 
Apart from the fourteen aforementioned ships, another 
nine were employed in the A.S.A.S.JEAFS-Extra on the 
day this article was written (15/8/'ss), viz. "SILVERAsH" 
(the future "TJisoNDARI"), the m.s. "VAN HEuTsz", s.s. 
" JAPARA", m.s. "SIBEROET", m.s. "SIAOE" and the chartered 
ships s.s. "SEAFAITH", "MICHAEL G.", "SAINT EDMUND" 
and "THEONYMPHos". During the 2nd half of September 
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f\INTED • · (6) 

'. South Africa 

Interior of R.I.L. 's Durban office. 

the s.s. "ANDRos" and "ATLANTIC TRADER" will be added, 
both for one voyage to the River Plate, of which the s.s. 
"ANDRos" will be routed via the Philippines (see R.l.L.
Post of last month). 

The foregoing clearly illustrates the growth of the original 
JAMAL! 

It is therefore not surprising that quite a number of people 
are attached to the Durban office. 
In charge is Mr J.F. Egberink, General Manager for 
Africa who, after several years in Indonesia, saw service 
in South Africa from "August 1936 until July 1941. 
Returned to Durban in 1946 he has been there continuously 
until the present, so that it may be said that he is an 
"old hand". 

During the last few years he was Assistant Manager and 
also temporarily acting General Manager in 1951, during 
Mr Sonius' leave. 

Sub-Manager is Mr J.J. van Mourik, who, originally a 
ship's officer (mate) joined the shore staff of the K.P.M. 
in 1942. From 1947-1949 he was Manager of the Pur
chasing and Stores Dept. of the Hongkong Headoffice. 
From 1950-1952 he saw service in Sydney and in 1952 he 
was transferred to Durban where he became Sub-Manager 
upon Mr Egberink's appointment to General Manager. 

, 
CU\(17) C\ 

ra\ ~ /,7'\ ..<::'\ ,~ I t29'\ 
1 q I p;\ 116 1 r~ I (25\ 

A ~f1\(s'\ ~ P<\ Afsl ~(;) fU\ rv\(ii'l ~ 
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Mr Egberink and Mr Van Mourik are standing in front 
of the group of personnel in the photograph on this page 
(right and left, Nos. r and 2 on the numbered plan). 
No. 3, Mr H.J. Borland, in charge of the Accounts Dept. 
is a chartered accountant and joined the R.I.L. in 1954, 
taking over the duties of Mr H. Bering, who was 
transferred to Hong Kong King's Bldg. No. 4 and 5 
are Mr Borland's assistan ts, Mrs T. Savy (who joined 
the Company in 1950 as Miss Therese Redshaw) and Miss 
B. Ridsdale. 

In front of the Passage Dept. still stands Mr M.P. van 
Musschenbroek (6), who however recently retired. No. 7 
is Mr P. van Schaardenburg, then his assistant; he joined 
in 1948 and saw service in Manila and Indonesia before 
he was transferred to Durban in 1954· Further assistants 
in this department are Mrs P.M. Radcliffs (8), Mrs A.M. 
Gray (g), Miss E.C. Smail (1o) and Mrs Z. Costain (11). 
The latter two however left the R.I.L. since the photo 
was made. The Nos. 12 and 13 are the Misses C. Sully 
and E.R. Wickes, both employed in the Secretariat. In 
May 1955 Miss Sully, most unfortunately, had to apply 
for sick leave. It is hoped to see her back hale and 
hearty towards the end of this year. Mrs V .M. Venter 
( 14) is doing the mailing and Mrs A. Bennett ( 15) the 
filing, whereas Mrs C. de Montille (16) is handling the 
telephone exchange. The " T elex" is ably operated by 
Miss J.D. Hutchinson (17). 

Mr Ph. Banger t ( 18) is in charge of the T raffic Dept. He 
came from the Hong Kong Headoffice in 1954, having 
also served in Indonesia from 1948-1950. Mr B.A. 
Ashworth (r9) is doing the outdoor work for this dept. 
Elsewhere in this issue are published some more par
ticulars about Mr Ashworth, being the contributor of an 
article in our "Surprise Attack" series. Mrs Mills (2o) 
is doing Secretarial work in the Traffic Dept. 

Mr E. Boeve (2r) is in charge of the Freight Dept. He 
came to Durban in 1954, after a year and a half at the 
Headoffice in Hong Kong. He also saw service in 
D;akarta and Japan. No. 22 is Miss M. Hibbert, secretary 
of the Freight Dept. 
Further may be seen Mr W.F.J. Frowein (23), Miss J.M. 
Harry (No. 24, who however left the R.I.L. recently), Mrs 
C. Kruger (25) and Miss J. Williams (26) all of the l nwa_rd 
Freight Dept., and Mr P. Aarsen (27), Mrs B.J. Vestrh~1m 
(z8) and Miss D.C. Greenberg (29) of the Outward Fretght 
Dept. 
Mr Frowein was transferred to Durban in December 1954. 
after having spent his first two years with the Company 
in Hong Kong. 
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Mr p. Aarsen - being a naturalised South African - is one 
of the oldest members of the non-Netherlands staff. He 
gave up a merchant navy career (Holland America Line) 
to settle in South Africa. 

From the foregoing it appears that, apart from the 

Johannesburg Agent and his Staff. 

management (Messrs Egberink and Van Mourik), the rest 
of the personnel all joined the Company after the war, 
most of them even after 1950 . 

Mari time House, Johannesburg. 

(Photos Studio W<~sclu) 

CASANOVIAN TOM- CAT 

We used to have two pussy-cats on board, one of which 
was a real "producer". Every 'so often she presented us 
with a litter of nice little kittens. The other cat very 
devotedly assisted her in nursing the little ones. 

Inv gating the source of this regular production, we 
found that every time the ship docked at Durban, a huge 
black tom-cat boarded the ship and travelled with her as 
far as Capetown, where he disappeared. 

He must have known another regular liner to take him 
back tp Durban, as he never missed the "STRAAT SoENDA" 
and only travelled with us in the one direction every five 
or six months. 

* 

After the coastal trip of June 1951, we found both our 
cats were expectant mothers. 

As the numerous kittens at last became quite a nuisance 
on board, with sandboxes strewn all over the decks, I 
thought we had to do something about it. In one of 
our intermediate ports, with a cat-loving Chinese popula
tion, we managed to put our two amorous cats ashore 
shortly before departure and we obliged some of our 
passengers with beautiful kittens. 

(Contributed by a retired Captain of 
the m. s. "STRAAT SoENDA"). 

* * 
Chinese Wisdom for Daily Consumption 

The mouth is the gate to misfortune and the tongue is The evil of men is that they like to teach others. 
its root. 

( Contributetl) 
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DOUBLE THREAT 

Under the above heading the Hong Kong paper China 
Mail published an article dealing with two potential 
threats to Britain's prosperity. One is the "Volkswagen", 
which is breaking all export records and which is not 
only threatening England's small car export industry, but 
actually sends soo cars to Britain, against an export of 
463 small English cars to Germany. 

About the other threat the paper writes : 

" Now the Dutch are presenting a second threat to 
British trade. Rotterdam has been fast catching up 
on London's volume of shipping traffic. Faster cargo 
handling has led many shipowners to send their ships 
to the big Dutch port instead of to British ports. 
American coal bound for Britain, for instance, has 
been unloaded at Rotterdam because it is quicker 
and cheaper to do so. It is then re-shipped in smaller 
vessels to send to the British ports". 

, 

THE SHIPS OF THE WEEK 

The above photographs were taken when, on July 21st 1955, the recordings were made in the "Grand Hotel Gooiland", at Hilvcrsum, 
of the broadcast of the following day to the m .s. "TF.Gf.LBF.I\G" (left) and m .s. " TJILUWAH" (right). In the "TEGFI.RERG" 

photo appears the retired Chief Engineer W. Schaap (back row, lcff); in the other photo (also the person 
m the left of the back row) the retired Chief Engineer W. Th. Varkevisser may be seen . 

On September 23rd the broadcast will be directed to the 
s.s. '_'NrEuw HoLLAND" as Eastship and the m.s. "STRAAT 
MozAMBIQuE" (Westship). The Eastship will on that date 
be at/near Melbourne, the other one is expected to be at 
Buenos Aires. 

The list of the etat-major contained the following names 
on the day this issue had to be sent to the printers : 

Captain 
Chief Officer 
2nd 
3rd 

. 4th 

,, " 
Chief Engineer 
2nd 
3rd , 
3rd Eng.{Electr. 
4th Engineer 

" sth 

Appr. 

" Doctor 

s.s. "Nieuw Holland" 
(Eastship) 

W.J. Eggink 
J.J.G. Kuik 
E.P. Heileman 
Th. A. Kies 
L.A .F.H.v. Wouw 
P.A. Locff 
). Damsrra 
B. Kragt 
N. Buis 
J.W. Ruck 
G.B. Hordijk 
W.F. Veltman 
W.J. Smcerdijk 

J. Ligthart (appr .) 
J. Duyzers 
W.F. de Vlugt 
F. Dijkstra 

m.s. "Straat Mozambique .. 
(Westship) 

W. Buys 
W.F.H. Gerken 
). Verburg 
W.M. Wijt 
O.J.v.d. Baan 
P. Cox 
A. Egmond 
A.F. Ijscnbrant 
P. Tigchelaar 

C. Krul (acting) 
C. Houtman (acting) 
G.G. Peek 
) .H.M.v. Miltenburg 

D. v. Diepen 

Ch. Wireless Operator C.L. Mook G.J. de Weerr 
Purser J. A. Bremer 
Ass. Purser F.G. Willemsc 
Appr. , P. Smit 
Chief Steward G.C. de Oldc 

Regarding the broadcast to the m.s. "TJILUWAH", Capt. 
J.E. Bast reported as follows to "Radio Nederland": 

" Mede namens de Etat-Major dank ik allen n ' aals 
hartelijk, die tot het doen slagen van deze uitzending 
hebben medegewerkt. D~ luistercandidaten waren 
allen in het radiostation · bijeen en wachtten met 
spanning hun beurt a£. 

Geluisterd werd . met een RCA ontvanger type 
AR-8506 uit het radiostation. Deze is aangesloten 
op een dipool antenne en de eerste uitzending was 
aileen op dit toestel te beluisteren, daar de andere 
aan board aanwezige omroeptoestellen PCJ geheel 
niet doorgaven. Daarbij komt ook nog, dat indien 
allen op eigen toestel gaan luisteren, de toestellen 
elkaar gaan beinvloeden door straling en we bij het 
bijstellen storing veroorzaken. 

Eerste uitzending : u.28 gmt. 

Deze uitzending kan goed worden genoemd. In 
sinfo-code 43544· Aile luistercandidaten hebben de 
stem van Vader-Moeder of V rouw heel goed kunnen 
horen en niets is gemist. 
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Des ondanks dat, konden ze het niet nalaten om 
oak de tweede uitzending te beluisteren en sommige 
hebben hiervoor zelfs enige uurtjes slaap moeten 
opofferen. 

Tweede uitzending: 14.58 gmt. 

Deze tweede uitzending was lang zo goed niet als 
de eerste. In Sinfo-code 42523. 

Van 1400 t/m 1450 gmt was PCJ uitstekend te 
horen. In Sinfo 55555, doch na het avondgebed 
zakte hij erg a£ en juist toen began de uitzending 
voor ons zo belangrijk te worden. 

In ieder geval waren de stemmen nog goed te 
verstaan en is van de herhaling net zo genoten als 
van de eerste uitzending. 

Resumerend kunnen we zeggen, dat deze uitzen
dingen heiden zeer geslaagd genoemd kunnen 
worden en . . . . . met verlangen zien we alweer 
uit naar de volgende." 

RADIO NEDERLAND 

"Radio Nederland" published a new schedule, effective 
on October 1st 1955 and superseding all former schedules. 
The following is an extract thereof, for the use of R.I.L. 
ships and offices. 

Schedule effective October xst, 1955 

ENGLISH TRANSMISSIONS (WEEKDAYS ONLY) 

(GMT= Gret:nwiciJ M~an Tim~) 

I. 09·45·10.25 GMT, to Australia, New Zealand 
and the Pacific Area 16-19 (25) 

17.15-17.55 Java Time 
19.45·20.25 Australian Eastern Standard Time 
21.45-22.25 New Zealand Time 

II. 15·45-16.25 GMT, to South Asia and Africa 16-19 (25-31) 
5·4'i· 6.25 p.m. South African Time 

* 

!!.45- 9.25 p.m. West Pakistan Standard T ime 
9.15· ·9·55 p.m. Indian Standard Time 

10.15-10.55 p.m. Burmese and East Pakistan Standard T ime 

Ill. 21.45·22.25 GMT, to Europe and North America 25-31 (49) 

IV. 02.30·03.10 GMT, to Nonh America: the United States 
and Canada 3 I ·49 

Other Radio Nederland Broadcasts 

Dutch (Sundays) 

(weekdays) 

(daily) 

Afrikaans (weekdays) 
Indonesian (daily) 
Spanish (weekdays) 

09-00·10.25 GMT, to New Guinea, Indonesia 
and Africa 16-19 (25) 

10.30·12.00 GMT, to New Guinea and 
Indonesia 16-19 (25) 

09.00·09.45 GMT, to Australia and 
New Zealand 16-19 

13.00·15.00 GMT (Sundays: 13.00·15.50), to 
Indonesia 16-19 (25) 

1H.oo-2o.oo GMT (Sundays: 18.oo-2I.OO), to 
Africa and Europe 
2 5-3 1' 49 (41 ) 

I7·30· I8.oo GMT, to South Africa 25-31 (41) 
12.00-13.00 GMT, to Indonesia 16-19 (25) 
01.45·02.25 GMT, to South America 31-49 

(25) 

"Happy Station" Programmes on Sundays 

Every Sunday, Edward Startz is in the air with his "Happy Station". 
These bright shows, containing musical variety and information, arc 
broadcast in various directions at the following times: 

10.30·12.00 GMT, to Europe, Asia, South Pacific Area 16·19-49 (25) 
16.00·17-30 GMT, to Europe, Ncar and Middle East 19-25-49 (31) 
21.30-23.00 GMT, to .Spain, Portugal :md South Amcnca 31·49 (25) 

The numbers printed behind the various transmissions indicate the 
wave-bands in metres. Those: between brackets arc: al:c:rnativc:s. 
The: exnct wavelengths and corresponding frequencies nrc given below: 

Available wavelengths (in metres) 
x6.85 19.45 25. w 
16.88 19-71 25-58 

30·79 
31.28 

41.61 

Corresponding frequencies (in megacycles per second) 
17.80 15·425 11.95 9·745 7·21 
17.775 15.22 II.73 9·59 

49·79 
50. 17 

6.025 
5·98 

(Heavy type indicates the wavelengths and frequencies which will 
most likely be used ; lighter type the PC!ssible substitutes). 

* * 

PERSONALITIES 

The J.'feal momcnl! Shake hands! 
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Mr M. de Groot, Chief Engineer of the 
m.s. "TJIKAMPEK" passed through Hong 
Kong with his ship on August 8th 1955, 
and the opportunity was seized to take 
official cognizance of his 25 years service 
anniversary, which in fact took place on 
June 16th. 

Many wellwishers, headed by Mr J.R. van Osselen boarded 
the ship to compliment this youthful greyhead (we are 
bound to believe that Mr De Groot was born with grey 
hair, as through all the years we know him he has been 
the object of envy in this respect by all bald-headers). A 
joyful gathering took place, during which Mr Van 
Osselen, after his address, fastened a gold wristwatch (a 
present of the Company) to the arm of Mr De Groot (see 
photo left - this is not a plainclothed detective, applying 
the handcuffs to an international criminal, as some people 
seem to think). In the other snapshots the police . and 
the culprit are shaking hands after the handcuff-incident, 
with Mr R.D. Koolhaas (R.I.L.'s Superintendent Engineer) 
looking on benevolently. Mr De Groot was promoted to 
4th Engineer on April rst 1938, to 3rd on July xst 1946, 
to 2nd five years later and to Chief Engineer on January 
1st 1955· Before the war he was for many years a South 
Africa-farer (m.s. "BoiSSEVAIN"). H aving spent the war 
years in Holland, he was appointel to the m.s. "Ruys" as 
4th Engineer in 1945, since when he saw service in many 
other ships, of which we mention the s.s. "N1EUw 
HoLLAND ", " SIDAJOE ", " VAN DEN BoscH ", " FoRT 
AMSTERDAM"' "GENERAAL VAN GEEN"' "MERAK"' "VAN 
llER LIJN"' "VAN . SNOLL"' "VAN SPILBERGEN"' "VAN DER 
HAGEN" and "VAN GoENs". In 1949 he returned to the 
" RuYs" as 3rd Engineer whence he went to the "BERLAGE" 
and thence to the s.s. "TASMAN". Towards the end of 1951 
(upon his return from leave) he became 2nd Engineer of 
the m.s. "TJIPANAs". Via the "TJIBADAK" and "BoissEvAIN" 
he became Chief Engineer of the s.s. "TJIPONDOK", from 
her he was transferred to the "TJIKAMPEK", his present 
ship; on February 2nd 1955· 

We wish Mr De Groot many more happy years with th~ 
R.I.L. 

Mr Ngas joined the Company 
as a cranedriver in 1930, in 
the same year as the late Mr 
Roan (lamptrimmer), whose 
death on May 9th 1955 was 
announced in the R.l.L.-Post 
of June. On July 2nd 1955 
a gathering was held at Tg. 
Perak, in order to observe 
Mr Ngas' 25 years ·service 
anniversary; Mr Roan's widow 
was also present, representing 
her late husband, whose ser
vice anniversary would have 
b e e n celebrated simultane
ously. In the presence of 
Mr H .E. van Lohuizen, 
R.I.L.'s Surabaia Agent and 
Mr A. Kisjes, who had just 
arrived from Macassar to 

take over the duties of Mr W. Geus (who meanwhile 
left on leave), the latter addressed both Mr Ngas and 
Mrs Roon on behalf of the Managing Directors, com-

memorating the loyal service to the Company of Mr Ngas 
and the late Mr Roon at the conclusion of which the 
traditional wristwatches were presented. Mr Soelbanie, 
acting as deputy of the Labour Union R.I.L.-section, also 
very adequately delivered a speech. Like the late Mr Roan, 
Mr Ngas is also of a silent disposition, but we do not think 
we are beside the mark in saying that through the years 
the crane has become the real and favourite "toy" of its 
driver! 

" On the photo may be seen (from left to right): Mr W. 
Geus, Mr Ngas and Mrs Roan. 

Mr M.P. van Musschenbr.oek's 
25 years service anniversary 
was observed at the Durban 
office on July 19th 1955. The 
party was a double purpose 
one, as it also marked his 
farewell as he had decided 
to retire. A very cheerful 
gathering was held during 
which the General Manager 
for Africa presented Mr Van 
Musschenbroek on behalf of 
the Company with an appro
priate present, while some 
additional farewell gifts were 
added by the office staff, con

sisting of a cigarette box and a Parker set. 

Mr Van Musschenbroek did not join the Company at the 
usual early age of the "youngster", having studied for 
some time at the Universities of Lausanne and Rotterdam. 
After several further years with a Rotterdam Shipping 
Company he arrived at the K.P.M.'s Djakarta office on 
July 19th 1930. He saw service in various offices in 
Indonesia, with the exception of a period of about two 
years ('34-'36) when he was appointed to the Durban 
office. 

He returned to Durban after the war, where he stayed 
until the present day. 

Upon his leaving the Company we wish him · the best 
of luck for the years to come. 

Mr A. Bos, the most senior Chief 
Engineer of the R.I.L., recently re
linquished his function on board the 
m.s. "STRAAT MALAKKA" to go on home 
leave at the expiration of which he will 
retire in Australia, after having com
pleted more than thirty-two years of 

service. He joined the K.P.M. at the early age of 
nineteen on January 26th 1923, the date on which he was 
posted to the s.s. ''RANTANPANDJANG" in Holland as:. a 5th 
Engineer. His promotion to 4th came on May 5th 1924. 
On 'October rst 1926 he was promoted to 3rd Engineer, 
on April xst 1930 to 2nd to be followed nearly sixteen 
years later, on January Ist 1946 by his promotion to Chief 
Engineer. 

During his long seafaring career, which was not inter
rupted by the war, he saw service in a great many ships, 
so that he became thoroughly acquainted with all kinds 
of installations, much to the advantage uf the C-ompany. 
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Although Mr Bos is a man of a very quiet disposition, 
who prefers the background to the limelight, he has many 
friends, not only among his colleagues and ex shipmates; 
but also in the various ports he used to visit. They will 
miss him . Retiring meaM making a new start in life, 

entering on an entirely new phase in one's existence. We 
wish Mr Bos the very best for the future, knowing : that 

it is the cherished wish of every seaman to be permanently 

united with his family. 

* 
PROMOTIONS 

R.I.L. announced the following promotion retroactive per 
December 1st ' 954· 

* 
* 

f . l l. van Oi jk. .;th Eng. 
G.W .E. Gerritsen 

Mr W. Geus (T g. Pcrak) 

Miss F .C.W. van der. Windt (l·l.K . H.O.) 

G .Tl. Hordijk 
A.f. Pouw 

To 5th Engineer : Mr C.). T romp, to whom we extend our he any 
conwamlations . 

NEW PERSONNEL 

Note: It was erroneously stated in the August is<uc, th~t Mr 

L.Ch. van Eeghen (H. K. K .B.) went on lc~I'C. 

A hearty welcome is extended to the following new 
lU.L.'ers, who recemly took up employment : 
.;th Officer 

1\ ppr. Purser 

P.).M. Los 
P. Cox 
H .E. Kcrkrncycr 
li.K.M. Schot 
P. Srnit 

Those who returned are: 

Captain J .R. Ezcndam 
2nd Off. w. lncke 

Ch. Eng. A. P. Conijn 

.;th 
" 

A.E. Sa man 

G.C .A. Rockx 

l'ostcd to 

(m.s. '"TJIMEXTF.XG") 
(m.s. "'TJIS ADA:-/ F.") 
(m.s. ' ' T>.Gf.LBF. RG .. ) 

(m.s. " T)ISADA!' f." ') 

( 
" " ) 

" 
F.H. van den Wal 

C hef de Cuisine A. Sieber 

3°/ 7/'55 
'11/B/'55 

17/8/'55 
Aug. '55 

~lh c. Hou!man (m.s. ''STRAA T MozA~IH IQliE") 

Mr H.K . van der Schattc Olivier (H.K.K.B.) LEAVING (OR LEFT) R.I.L. SERVICE 
~lr C.A.A.). Sinninghe Darnstc (pjaka~ta) ~rd Off. C. Tlakker .;th Eng. H.j. Bolland 

EXAMINATION RESULTS Th.H.D. Dcercnberg 
" 

T. Ncdcrlof 

Our congratulations go to the following officers, who 
passed examinations as indicated below : 

Ch. Eng. A. llos . Sh. Surgeon C.G.r\. von 

Mr M.P. van Musschenhrnek (Durban) l'vl r P. Gaasbeck 

Lind ern 

.~rei Officer 

.;th Engi,neer 
II. 1.. Lcgemaatc 
A.E. Saman 
G.C.A. Rockx 
K. Ppstma 

Mr R.H. Lum:mauw (Djakarta) (lnw. Pastry Cook). 

FORTHCOMINc; SERVICE ANNIVERSARIES 

Appr. Engineer C.). Tromp 

Th .II 6/7/'55 
A 8/7/'55 

, A tP./7/'55 

A 3°/7/'55 
ASW I / 12/'54 

The following 25 years service anniversaries will take place 
during the months of September and October : 

LEAVE 
Sept. rst Mr J .F . Egberink (Durban) 

The following personnel went on .leave. 
9th Mr S . Wyoto (Djakarra) 

q th Mr J.F. Kools (Ch.Eng. m.s. "STRAAT SOENOA") 

Captain 
Ch. Off. 

Ch .J .C. Poe! man 
S. jochems 
H .C. Lcfering 

Ch. Eng. A. Bos 17th Mr F .R. Stocker · (Ch .Eng. m.s. " MAETsuvcKER" ) 

H. Gomes 17th Mr j.R. Meyer (Ch.Eng. m.s . "STRAAT !lANKA'') 
R. van den Brug Oct. 1st Mr Jan Dekker (H.K. H .O.) 

Mr Sun Shun Kam (.f$~~) boatswain of the m.s. "STRAAT MozAMBIQUE" was 
reported missing from the ship in Osaka on August 2nd 1955· Although ·the 
whrle ship was thoroughly searched, no trace could be found of him. About 
an • ~our later his uniform cap was seen floating near the foreship and it was 
the suspected that· the boatswain had fallen overboard and drowned. Divers 
searched on August 2nd and 3rd without success. On the 4th the bodv wa~ 
found; the funeral took place on August 5th. Mr Sun, who was nearly 
thirty-eight years of age saw service on many R.I.L.-ships and was highly 
respected by all who knew him. 

Mr Fung Mok ( <.~ ~) was admitted to hospital in Durban from the m.s. 
" BoissEyAINu, on which ship he served as lamptrimmer. It appeared that he was 
suffering from cancer of the liver and that he woulC. only have about six 
more weeks to live. In order to allow him to be with his family during the 
last days of his life, the R.I.L. flew him from Durban to Hong Kong, where 
he arrived July 8th 1955· Admitted to the Nethersole H ospital, he died on 
July 24th. 

May they rest in peace. 
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